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Neo-Colonialism
A relic and the last stronghold

of a bygone era

Text: Konstantin losifovich Kosachev,
Deputy Chairman of the Federation Council

It is generally accepted that the modern era
is a transition from a unipolar to a multipolar or
polycentric model of world order, which will obvi-
ously be more democratic, fair, and will meet the
interests of all peoples without exception.

In discussing how exactly this transition should
be implemented in practice, we will inevitably
come across the fact that one of the funda-
mental pillars of the outgoing system is neo-
colonialism in all its manifestations. It “cements”
the inequality of states and peoples, the ineg-
uitable distribution of material resources on the
planet, gives advantages to one group of the
richest states, which have transformed their fi-
nancial, economic, technological and military
superiority, firstly, into institutional superiority, by
creating or subordinating quasi-universal world
institutions that de facto consolidate the unipo-
lar domination of the West.

Secondly, a certain ideological and ethical ba-
sis with a strong "whiff" of racism is adjusted to
this superiority. They say that rich countries are
rich because they are more civilized and differ
from other, less developed cultures and civiliza-

tions. Of course, centuries of colonialism, slav-
ery, outright robbery of other peoples, as well
as the current unfair model of the world order,
which allows the West to "skim the cream" off
the world's wealth and maintain inequality — all
this is not taken into account when it comes to
the concept, which is sometimes tacitly, through
culture and other indirect tools, is being im-
posed on the entire world as a civilizational self-
evident fact. As if "some animals are more equal
than others'". (G. Orwell, Animal Farm).

Thirdly, within the framework of the unipolar
model, a certain group of states (considering
themselves more “advanced”, progressive and
strong) has arrogated itself the right to dictate
to other countries not only the rules of behav-
ior on the world stage — whom to be friends
with,what alliances to join, against whom to im-
pose “sanctions” — but also the principles of
internal structure. They tell people who to vote
for, which leaders to consider legitimate, which
values to follow. They assign various ratings of
certain freedoms, arbitrarily divide into democ-
racies and dictatorships, declare certain local
customs, practices and traditions wrong.

RAZVEDCHZK 3
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On the X Forum
‘Primakov Readings..
Moscow. June 25,

2024.

For example, the 2023 partnership agreement
between the European Union and the mem-
bers of the Organization of African, Caribbean
and Pacific States included requirements for EU
partners to legalize abortion, the LGBT agenda
and comprehensive sexual education. The at-
tempt by some Caribbean countries, most no-
tably Jamaica, to at least delay the signing of
the document has led to threats to deprive the
country of vital external funding for the imple-
mentation of socio-economic programs.

Neo-colonialism cements the inequality
of states and peoples, the inequitable
distribution of material resources on the

planet, gives advantages to one group
of the richest states.

RAZVEDCHZK

This strategic position of the West as the self-
proclaimed "leader of the entire world", includ-
ing in terms of moral and ethical leadership, as
well as the ability to punish those it deems un-
desirable with economic repressions and even
direct military force without any consequences
for itself is one of the main pillars and nourish-
ing resource of the unipolar world system. This
leads to the conclusion that it is impossible to
build a multipolar world without overcoming all
forms of neo-colonial inequality of states and
peoples.

In practice, we are not even talking about rela-
tions between mother countries and colonies,
albeit former ones, but about growing depend-
ence on the West in various spheres of politics,
economics and public life: starting with “inter-
national” payment instruments, banks, insur-
ance companies, social and medical insurance
systems created, imposed and controlled by
Western structures, and ending with the intro-
duction of openly hostile concepts that grossly
violate international law, such as “rules-based
world order”, “humanitarian intervention,” “the
right to foreign aid,” and the like.

Even in matters of economic cooperation, the
concepts of the “Global North” and “Global
South” are applied, where for some reason it
is the “South” that is cut off from the “North”,
and therefore is in a state of dependence, i. e.
is in vertical relations, instead of a state of mu-
tually beneficial cooperation, i. e. in horizontal
relations.

In 1965 Ghana's first president and philosopher
Kwame Nkrumah wrote in his work "Neo-coloni-
alism, the Last Stage of Imperialism": "The result
of neo-colonialism is that foreign capital is used
for the exploitation rather than for the develop-
ment of the less developed parts of the world.
Investment under neo-colonialism increases
rather than decreases the gap between the rich
and the poor countries of the world."

The principle of equal and fair geographi-
cal representation has clearly been violated
in international affairs. Many international or-
ganizations that are supposed to represent the
interests of humanity, promote the idea of ex-
clusivity as prevailing. This is a consequence
of the fact that their secretariats have been

NO 2 (11) June 2025

“privatized” by the West or literally staffed
with its representatives, and the institutions
themselves openly serve the interests of “the
Golden billion,” which is a form of unipolarity’s
institutionalization.

The concept of classical colonialism is well
established in international law. It is generally
known that it is enshrined in the Declaration
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples, adopted by Resolution
1514 (XV) of the UN General Assembly on De-
cember 14, 1960. Western countries, shameful-
ly denying this phenomenon, interpret the term
"colonialism" solely in historical retrospect, as
something outdated and left in the past. Al-
though this phenomenon still exists today in its
traditional form.

For example, statistics show that France pur-
chased uranium from Niger at a lower price for
60 years. Only in 2023 its price was raised from
€0.80 (") to €200 per 1 kg. With uranium exports
of around 17,000 tons per year, Niger has lost
over €3.5 billion in the last 10 years alone.

Another example: at the Russia-Africa summit
in St. Petersburg in 2023, Ugandan President
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Many international organizations that are
supposed to represent the interests of

humanity, promote the idea
as prevailing.

Yoweri Museveni pointed out that with the
world coffee market of $460 billion, African
countries' income does not exceed $2.5 bil-
lion, although they are the largest producers
of coffee. Meanwhile, Germany alone, which
buys raw materials from Africans, makes about
$6.8 billion on its processing and sales. One
can also recall the "tea superpower", Great Brit-
ain, where, as we know, tea does not grow.

What is missing from international law today?
| believe it is time to enshrine the term "neo-
colonialism" in international legal documents,
defining it in a way that best corresponds to
the real situation.

Neo-colonialism is a system of unequal politi-
cal, economic and legal relations imposed by
the collective West.

SSIA=AERICA
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of exclusivity

President of

Uganda Y. Museveni and
V. Putin at the summit
Russia — Africa.

St. Petersburg.

July 27,2023
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Neo-colonialism is a system of unequal
political, economic and legal relations
imposed by the collective West.

At the international
symposium “On the
Significance of the
Victory over Nazism.
Lessons of the creation
of the UN".

Moscow. April 28,2025.
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What manifestations of neo-colonialism could
form the basis of a new international legal term?
— the subjection of countries and peoples to
Western creditors, insurers, banks, payment
systems, etc.;

— the incitement to ethno-confessional con-
flicts, interference in internal affairs of other
states, attempts to “classify” them according
to certain far-fetched criteria of “democracy”,
“freedom”, “political maturity”;

— the artificial politicization of climate change
and environmental problems, including as a
tool of unjust competition against producing
and technologically less developed states;

— the imposition of unilateral sanctions in cir-
cumvention of the UN Charter;

— uncontrolled activities of transnational cor-
porations and private military companies, es-
pecially in the field of exploration and develop-
ment of natural resources;

— the substitution of traditional values with
neoliberal ideas, promoting them into the mass
consciousness of people;

— the persistence of racial segregation, apart-
heid, genocide and other criminal phenomena.

The Russian Federation, whose position today
is as close as possible to that of the majority
of former Western colonies, has the necessary
grounds, experience and resources to con-
tinue the struggle against neo-colonialism that
began last century. For the first time in many
years the Russian Foreign Policy Concept,
published in 2023, emphasizes the struggle
against neo-colonial practices.

Our mission is largely to help former colonies
of the West to voice their claims, to prevent for-
mer mother countries from evading historical
responsibility, not only moral, but also financial.

At the second international Russia-Africa par-
liamentary conference in March 2023, Speaker
of the Federation Council Valentina Ivanovna
Matviyenko proposed, among other things, to
raise the issue of reparations to all African peo-
ple who suffered from European colonialism.
This is a very sensitive issue for the West, and
it makes sense to keep constantly reminding
those who now happen to be the main spon-
sors of the Kiev regime, who support and insti-
gate the continuation of the conflict in Ukraine.

In February 2025, Grenada's Prime Minister
Deacon Mitchell appealed to the Head of the
European Commission Ursula von der Leyen at
the Caribbean Community summit to apologize
and pay reparations for slavery. Of course, there
was no response to the issue of reparations.

The topicis increasingly being raised in the Brit-
ish Commonwealth of Nations, where heads of
states include the issue of reparations in their
final communiqués, and it becomes increasing-
ly difficult for London to curb this activity. Ba-
hamian Prime Minister Philip Davis has stated
bluntly: "The call for reparations is not simply
about financial compensation. It is about rec-
ognizing the enduring impact of centuries of
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exploitation and ensuring that the legacy of
slavery is addressed with honestly and integri-
ty." Reparations are expected to top the agenda
of the new Commonwealth summit to be held
next year in one of the Caribbean countries.
Meanwhile, British Prime Minister Keir Starmer
says that instead of endless discussions about
the past, the present and the future should be
discussed, i. e., much more modest handouts
from London to solve the current problems of
the Commonwealth countries.

It is necessary to help the former colonies not
to let the Europeans evade the topic and to try
to bring it to the level of substantive decisions
in the UN and other international organizations.
Our partners should not be afraid of the conse-
quences of their statements and should rely on
support of the global majority, whose position
should be clearly opposed to the logic of the
former metropolises. It is necessary to support
a broader representation of poor countries in
the governing bodies of the UN and in all key
global organizations.
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The right to demand fair compensation for
the damage caused by colonialist and neo-
colonialist policies and the corresponding duty
or responsibility of states that engage in such
practices should become a norm of interna-
tional law. Unfortunately, there are currently no
international legal mechanisms to protect the
rights and interests of former colonies.

Yes, international law provides for the respon-
sibility of states for war crimes, genocide and
crimes against humanity, which often accom-
pany colonialism. However, when trying to
hold the mother countries accountable for the
crimes of the colonial and post-colonial pe-

The Russian Federation has

direct speech

UKA

NMAPNAMEHTCKAA KOH®EPEHLIMA

Chairperson of the
Federation Council
of the Russian
Federation V..
Matviyenko's speech
at the International
Parliamentary
Conference: Russia
and Africa.

March 20, 20253.

the necessary

grounds, experience and resources

to continue the struggle against neo-
colonialism that began last century.
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International law provides for the
responsibility of states for war crimes,
genocide and crimes against humanity,
which often accompany colonialism.

At the Russia — Africa
summit. Session “The
new world order:
from the legacy

of colonialism to
sovereignty and
development”.

St. Petersburg.

July 27,2023
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riods, as well as in creating new norms of in-
ternational law that would allow us to legally
demand recognition of guilt, payment of repa-
triations and restitutions, satisfaction and per-
petuation of memory, in practice we will inevi-
tably face a number of legal obstacles, which
our geopolitical opponents will certainly point
out to us: statutes of limitations, the intertem-
poral principle, the international legal personal-
ity of former colonies at the time of the alleged
commission of crimes, and so on.

The concept of Reparatory Justice is currently
being formed in international law. One of its
most famous results was the Accra Proclama-

tion on Reparations, adopted in November
2023 following the International Conference
on Building a United Front to Advance the
Cause of Justice and Reparations to Africans.
Here are some excerpts:

— the establishment of a Committee of Experts
on Reparations within the African Union to de-
velop a common African policy on reparations;
— the establishment of a Global Reparation
Fund (consultations on its establishment are
ongoing as of the end of 2024,);

— the creation of a transcontinental partner-
ship (united front) to achieve historical justice;
— the exploration of legal and judicial options
for reparations for slavery, colonialism and
apartheid;

— the importance of the rapid repatriation and
protection of African cultural artifacts taken to
Europe during the colonial period;

— the call for comprehensive reforms of multi-
lateral international institutions in order to pre-
vent the strengthening of the global position of
neo-colonialism.

In my opinion, it makes sense to continue work-
ing in this direction, consolidating the world’s
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majority countries on the basis of the Accra
Proclamation on Reparations.

As for recourse to national courts, the prec-
edent set by the case of veterans of Kenya’s
anti-colonial Mau Mau rebellion, who were im-
prisoned and brutally tortured by the British
military between 1952 and 1963, was encour-
aging. In 2009, with the help of a local law firm,
more than five thousand members of the com-
munity applied to the High Court in London de-
manding that the British government recognize
the atrocities committed against 200,000 Ken-
yans and pay them £59.75 million in compen-
sation. In 2013, the parties agreed to pay the
claimants another £19.9 million and to pay for
the construction of a memorial in Nairobi.

Given the massive and lasting nature of co-
lonial crimes, their statute of limitations and
the difficulties in collecting evidence, special
national commissions have been set up to es-
tablish all the facts of the committed crimes, to
thoroughly collect information and to examine
the consequences of imperial influence. The
most famous of these was the African Repara-
tions Commission (i. e. The First African World
Reparations and Repatriation Truth Commis-
sion), which in 1999 succeeded in drawing
widespread attention to colonial crimes in Afri-
ca by demanding that the former metropolises
pay $777 trillion in compensation for the slave
trade and robberies.

The work of the Commissions is the focus of
the UN Human Rights Council. The 2021 report
of the UN Special Rapporteur on the Promo-
tion of Truth, Justice, Reparation and Guaran-
tees of non-Recurrence criticizes their work for
failing to sufficiently address structural colonial
violence and systemic political, economic and
cultural isolation, as well as the demands for
satisfaction and memorialization to restore the
dignity of victims. Instead, according to the
Rapporteur, the Commissions limit themselves
to addressing the consequences of violations
of the rights to life and physical integrity.

We understand that the world is still, if not at the
beginning, then in the middle of a long journey
towards genuine justice and equality based on
overcoming relic neo-colonialism and compen-
sating the victims of centuries-old exploitation
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of other countries by the West. It is necessary
to consistently advance the corresponding
agenda not only to embody the position of the
victims of such exploitation in legal norms and
specific decisions on reparations, but in general
to establish a new vision of the past and the
present in the minds of all humanity. The coun-
tries of the collective West do not represent a
“special race” or “more developed nations” ac-
cording to genetic or other controversial criteria;
we are dealing with the states whose well-being
is based on centuries-old crimes against other
people that have no statute of limitations and
whose consequences have not yet been over-
come, condemned or compensated. %
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Soviet poster: “Slaves
Unbend Their Backs”.
Artist: V. Ivanov. 1939

The world is still, if not at the beginning,
then in the middle of a long journey towards

genuine justice and equality
overcoming relic neo-colonialism.

based on
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Dear friends!

Many of you know that Artek is a unique place
where children and teenagers from different
countries of the world have been meeting for
a century. For those who were lucky to visit the
Black Sea coast at the foot of Ayu-Dag, Artek has
become a real school of friendship and love for
the Motherland. Here strong friendly ties are es-
tablished and a sincere desire to serve your Fa-
therland, to contribute to its prosperity emerges.

Over the 100 years of its existence, the interna-
tional children's center Artek has received almost
two million children from 150 countries. Many of
them grew up and chose worthy paths in science,
art, diplomacy and other fields. Among our gradu-
ates are famous personalities whose names have
become symbols of talent and dedication. Timur
Gaidar, Pavel Chukhrai, Makhmud Esambayev, Ta-
mara Gverdtsiteli, Anna Netrebko... It is difficult to
list our large and friendly family of Artek children
by name — it would be a very long list.

RAZVEDCHZK

We carefully preserve the traditions set up by
generations of teachers and camp counselors,
and at the same time introduce innovative ap-
proaches to organizing children's recreation and
health improvement. Our camp is a calling card
of Russia and a unique platform for international
children's diplomacy, where from the first days the
doors have been open to guests from all over the
world. In different years, Indira Gandhi, Ernesto
Guevara, Jawaharlal Nehru, Ho Chi Minh, Gianni
Rodari, Paul Robeson, Palmiro Togliatti and many
other prominent foreign politicians, writers and
artists have visited us.

In the spring of 1937, Artek welcomed children
from Spain, which was engulfed in civil war. And
a few years later, the Spanish Artek children paid
their debt: shoulder to shoulder with their Soviet
brothers, they stood in defense of the world from
the fascist plague. Many sacrificed their lives, in-
cluding Hero of the Soviet Union Ruben Ibarruri.

NO 2 (11) June 2025

The history of Artek is full of examples of cour-
age and solidarity. During the Great Patriotic War,
Artek children of all ages helped the front. We will
always remember that very long session, which
lasted 1301 days: from September 11, 1942 to Jan-
uary 12, 1945, when Artek was evacuated to the
Altai Territory. Children sewed uniforms, packed
parcels, worked in hospitals and in the fields. They
managed to raise 116 thousand rubles for defense
needs — a huge amount of money for those days.

Older Artek children went to the front and to par-
tisan detachments. Among them are medical in-
structor Marionella (Gulya) Koroleva, pilot Timur
Frunze, sniper Aliya Moldagulova, commander of
the "Young Guard" Ivan Turkenich, partisans Volo-
dya Dubinin, Liliya Karastoyanova, Viktor Korob-
kov, Radik Rudnev.

Today, 80 years after the Great Victory, the young-
er generation continues the tradition of support-
ing the country, participating in good deeds and
helping those in need. Artek children, together
with the country, help participants in a special mili-
tary operation and civilians in the border area. The
children sew camouflage nets during sessions,
make dry showers and trench candles, bake pies,

cookies, collect humanitarian aid, write letters. All
of Artek united around this support.

Such has been the custom: to live with common
goals and tasks, as one big and friendly multina-
tional family. To overcome difficulties together and
also to rejoice together in each other's successes.

In 1977, Artek hosted the international festival
“Let There Always Be Sunshine,” which brought
together representatives from 104 countries. The
guests spoke different languages, but easily un-
derstood each other, because the language of
friendship does not need translation.

In the year of Artek’s centenary, we are once again
gathering friends: a new big festival and holiday
of friendship will open very soon — on Russia
Day, and will end on June 16, Artek’s birthday.
We are preparing to welcome more than 45 thou-
sand children from all corners of the planet. We
are sure that the anniversary celebration will go
off perfectly, because Artek has always attracted
the brightest and most talented people. This is a
place of power that unites many generations of
like-minded people. And children are the best
part of the world’s population! %

Konstantin Fedorenko,
Director of the International Children’s Center Artek
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By the Decree of the Presidium of the Central Executive Committee of the USSR, one
of the highest state awards of the Soviet Union was established — the Order of Lenin.
For especially outstanding services in the defense of the Fatherland and the strength-
ening of peace, many officers of the Soviet foreign intelligence were awarded this or-
der. Among them were V.M. Zarubin, V.A. Kirpichenko, A.M. Korotkov, A.S. Panyushkin,
A.M. Sakharovsky, E.T. Sinitsyn, P.A. Sudoplatov, V.G. Fisher (R.I. Abel), N.I. Eitingon.

The Central Television of the USSR began airing the premiere of the 5-part television
series "Adjutant of His Excellency" (directed by E.l. Tashkov, scriptwriters I.Y. Bolga-
rin and G.L. Severskoy). The plot is based on the real fate of the Soviet intelligence
officer during the Civil War Pavel Vasilyevich Makarov (1897-1970), who served from
February 1919 to January 1920 as an adjutant to the corps commander, and then to

A . I. the commander of the White Voluntary Army, Lieutenant General V.Z. Mai-Maevsky.
p I‘I It was P.V. Makarov who became the prototype for the main character of the televi-
-I 970 sion series, whose role was brilliantly played by Yuri Solomin (pictured).

On the eve of the 20" anniversary of the Great Victory, by decree of the Presidium of the
Supreme Soviet of the USSR, the head of the intelligence and sabotage organization in
occupied Kiev in 1941-1943, regular Cheka intelligence officer lvan Danilovich Kudrya
(1912—-1942-) was awarded the title Hero of the Soviet Union (posthumously).

By decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, the medal "For the
Victory over Germany in the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945" was established. In
accordance with the Regulations on the medal, career staff employees of the Soviet
foreign intelligence service during the war, as well as a number of its volunteer as-
sistants were awarded the medal.

The leaders of the socialist commonwealth countries, headed by the USSR, signed in
Warsaw the constituent documents on the establishment of a military-political union that
went down in history as the Warsaw Treaty Organization. For more than 30 years, the
Organization carried out close cooperation through the national special services of the
participating countries, including their intelligence agencies.
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By decree of the President of Russia V.V. Putin, Sergei Nikolaevich Lebedev, General of 4 a E E
the Army, was appointed Director of the Foreign Intelligence Service of the Russian Fed- | 4

eration. From October 2007 to the present, S.N. Lebedev has held the post of Secretary ‘ 1
General of the Commonwealth of Independent States.

Commissar of State Security of the 2™ rank Abram Aronovich Slutsky (1898-1938),
who had served in the state security agencies since 1920, was appointed Head of the
Foreign Department of the Chief Department of State Security of NKVD of the USSR
to replace A.A. Artuzov, who became the deputy head of military intelligence. Before
his sudden death on February 17, 1938 from a heart attack at workplace, A.A. Slutsky
made a great contribution to the work of Soviet intelligence officers in Spain, which
was engulfed in civil war, as well as to their fight against anti-Soviet emigration.

1935

At the Uzlovaya station in the Tula province, Leonid Romanovich Kvasnikov, one of the
first leaders of scientific and technical intelligence, a participant in the operation "Enor-
mous" to extract atomic secrets, was born into the family of a railway worker. In 1996,
by decree of the President of Russia "for the successful completion of special tasks to
ensure state security in conditions associated with a risk of life, and the heroism and
courage displayed in doing so", L.R. Kvasnikov was awarded the title Hero of Russia
(posthumously).

By Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, the medal "For Valiant
Labor in the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945" was established. Many veterans of the
operational and technical units of foreign intelligence, including the departments of
special communications and ciphers, translations, and intelligence information were
awarded the medal.

June
1945

The First Chief Directorate (foreign intelligence) of the KGB under the Council of Ministers
of the USSR was headed by a participant in the defense of Leningrad, Colonel Alexan-
der Mikhailovich Sakharovsky (1909-1983), who led it for a record 16 years. During this
time, on the initiative of A.M. Sakharovsky, the organizational and staff structure of the
First Chief Directorate was reformed, the geographic and thematic specialization of
the Directorate was significantly expanded, and informatization began to be actively
introduced. In addition, under A.M. Sakharovsky, the construction of the headquarters of
foreign intelligence in Yasenevo began.
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Flame of National Memory
at the headquarters of the Russian
Foreign Intelligence Service

On May 5, 2025, in honor of the 80" anniversary of the Great Victory, a ceremony
was held to transfer a part of the Eternal Flame from the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier at the Kremlin Wall to the stele "To the Cheka intelligence officers who
lost their lives for their Motherland" at the headquarters of the Foreign Intel-
ligence Service of the Russian Federation.

RAZVEDCHZK

The Director of the Foreign Intelligence Service
of Russia Sergey Yevgenievich Naryshkin, em-
ployees and veterans of the Service, and hon-
ored guests took part in the ceremonial event.
Addressing those gathered in the Alexander
Garden, S.Y. Naryshkin emphasized the selfless
devotion of many generations of intelligence of-
ficers to the cause of ensuring the security of
the Motherland, especially noting the role of in-
telligence in the defeat of the Nazi invaders.

"Due to the specifics of the war on the invisible
front, the circumstances of the death and bur-
ial places of some heroic intelligence officers
have not yet been precisely established. After
all, for them, secrecy was an unwavering rule
of life, until their very last moments. So let the
Eternal Flame, transferred to the obelisk to the
fallen intelligence officers, be for us a place of
remembrance of all officers of the Soviet for-
eign intelligence service who lost their lives
for the future of the Fatherland, for the sake
of saving humanity from the absolute evil of
Nazism," the head of the Russian Foreign Intel-
ligence Service emphasized.

From the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, a part
of the ever-burning flame was brought to the
Andropov Academy of Foreign Intelligence, ac-
companied by a guard of honor, where it was
met by representatives of the new generation
of intelligence officers who are yet to perform
feats of arms. Then the motorcade arrived in
Yasenevo, to the headquarters of the Service.

Before the final part of the ceremony, Ser-
gey Yevgenievich noted: “During the war, the
employees of the Soviet foreign intelligence
made a significant contribution to the common
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victory over the enemy. Their operational and
combat work became part of the feat of the
Soviet people. It is our moral duty to preserve
the memory of those who have gone to im-
mortality. The older generation of employees
remember well how they laid flowers at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier before their first
foreign mission. Now this glorious tradition will
continue here, in the very heart of our Service.”

And here it is, the historic moment: on May 5,
2025, at 2:15 p. m., the unquenchable flame of
national memory, a part of the Eternal Flame
that has been burning for almost 70 years on
the Field of Mars in St. Petersburg and for al-
most 60 years in Moscow near the Kremlin
wall, is forever lit at the headquarters of the
Foreign Intelligence Service of Russia. The
Eternal Flame at the stele "To the Cheka intelli-
gence officers who lost their lives for the Moth-
erland" is a visible symbol of the unbreakable
connection of times, uniting both veterans and
young intelligence officers.

At the end of the ceremony, S.Y. Naryshkin not-
ed: "On the eve of the most important holiday
for us — Victory Day — the significance of the
immortal feat of our people is perceived espe-
cially acutely. Intelligence, flesh and blood of
the people, made its significant contribution
to the common struggle. Continuing the best
traditions of their fathers, grandfathers and
great-grandfathers, intelligence officers do
their utmost today to protect Russia’s interests,
including at the risk of their lives." 4

The stele "To the Cheka intelligence
officers who lost their lives for the cause
of communism"

Was unveiled in Yasenevo on December 18, 1980, to mark the 35t an-
niversary of the Great Victory and the 60 anniversary of the founding
of the national foreign intelligence service. The Chairman of the KGB
of the USSR Y.V. Andropov took part in the ceremony. The author of the
composition is Sergey Ivanovich Chukanov (1923-1996), a war veteran,
graphic artist, and employee of the deep-cover intelligence service. In
the 1990s, due to the departization process, the text of the inscription
on the obelisk was changed to "To the Cheka intelligence officers who
lost their lives for their Motherland." Wreath-laying ceremonies at the
monument are held annually on February 23, May 9, and December 20.
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Video report
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No right to be forgotten

On April 29, 2025, Director of the Foreign Intelligence Service of the Russian
Federation and Chairman of the Russian Historical Society Sergey Yevgenievich
Naryshkin took part in the opening of the historical and documentary exhibition
"No Right to Be Forgotten. To the 80" Anniversary of the Great Victory" —
the main exhibition project about the Great Patriotic War, organized at the
suggestion of the President of Russia.

The exhibition is located in the Exhibition Com-
plex of the State Historical Museum. It was or-
ganized by historians and archivists of the Fed-
eral Archival Agency, the Ministry of Culture,
the Ministry of Defense, the Federal Security
Service, the Foreign Intelligence Service and
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia, as well
as 17 federal and regional museums, the public
organization "Search Movement of Russia" and
private collectors. The employees of the archival
unit of the Foreign Intelligence Service of Rus-
sia, who have been working on the project since
2020, declassified and introduced into scientific
circulation about 500 wartime documents.

RAZVEDCHZK

In total, the exhibition presents over 1,200 rari-
ties, many of them for the first time. Among
them is a pencil copy of the famous speech by
Vyacheslav Molotov, which he gave on the ra-
dio on June 22,1941, ending it with the prophet-
ic words: “Our cause is just. The enemy will be
defeated. Victory will be ours!” Also on display
are the school diary of Zoya Kosmodemyan-
skaya, the award sheet of Aleksey Maresyey,
the overcoat of sniper Lyudmila Pavlichenko,
the documents of Aleksander Matrosov and
the female pilots of the legendary Taman Avia-
tion Regiment (“night witches”).

NO 2 (11) June 2025

A significant part of the exhibition is dedicated
to the exploits of Soviet partisans and sabo-
teurs, among whom there were many Cheka
intelligence officers. In particular, a trophy map
is presented, which shows the damage inflict-
ed on the Germans in the occupied territories;
a report on the results of the work from the
commander of the "Winners" task force, Dmitry
Medvedev, addressed to the head of the 4t Di-
rectorate of the NKGB of the USSR, Pavel Su-
doplatov; an award sheet for the intelligence
officer of this group, Nikolai Kuznetsov, with a
recommendation for the title of Hero of the So-
viet Union, and much more.

The gem of the exhibition is the original Victory
Banner, raised over the defeated Reichstag in
the victorious May of 1945, and the authentic
text of Marshal Georgy Zhukov's speech, which
he delivered on June 24, 1945, on Red Square
during the Victory Parade, with traces of the
rain that fell on Moscow that day.

At the opening ceremony, Deputy Prime Minis-
ter of the Russian Federation Tatyana Golikova
read out a greeting from Russian President
Vladimir Putin: “We see what destructive con-
sequences the falsification of historical facts
leads to. And therefore we must firmly defend
the truth about the decisive contribution of our
fathers, grandfathers and great-grandfathers to
the Great Victory, and rebuff those who try to
Justify the crimes of the invaders and murderers,
and who nowadays seek to revive the ideology
of national superiority and exclusivity.”

The Director of the Foreign Intelligence Ser-
vice also gave a welcoming speech, noting: “/t
is symbolic that it was here, within the walls of
the State Historical Museum, that the first ex-
hibition on the fight against the Nazi invaders
was opened in the autumn of 1941. | am sure
that its organizers would have been pleased
to know that, almost 84 years later, their na-
tive Historical Museum displays hundreds of
unique items and documents telling about the
Great Patriotic War at all its stages: from the
heroic defense of the Brest Fortress to the Vic-
tory Parade on Red Square that resounded
throughout the world.”

The exhibition is open to the public until Au-
gust 25, 2025. %
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Rise and fall
of Europe

Will Spengler's prophecy come true?

Text: Aleksey Anatolyevich Gromyko, Corresponding Member of the Russian Academy of Sciences

Director of the Institute of Europe of the Russian Academy of Sciences

For centuries, Europe has been a source of development, innovation, technical progress, and
at the same time destruction and suffering. Russia learnt the dark side of European expansion
back in the Time of Troubles, then in the battles of Peter the Great with the Swedish Empire
and in the Patriotic War of 1812, when not only Napoleonic France but actually a pan-European
coalition took up arms against Russia.

Since the Age of Discovery, Europeans
had been exploring new world spaces,
in most cases without ceremony, cap-
turing and subjugating them. And they
were constantly fighting with each
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other for spheres of influence and
colonies. European empires had made
the world Eurocentric for a long time,
finally dividing most of it among them-
selves by the end of the 19" century.

The opening of the 1st conference
(established at the initiative of Russia).
The Hague. May 18,1899
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After the Napoleonic Wars, the Rus-
sian Empire reached its peak of
power, stretching from the Baltic
and Black Seas to the Pacific Ocean.
Following the Congress of Vienna,
a "Concert of Powers" was formed,
and even the Crimean War of the
new Western European coalition
against Russia did not completely
destroy the power balance that had
developed between the European
empires. They were called European
due to their metropolises’ location,
but the lion's share of their territories
was situated in other regions.

At the beginning of the 20" century,
Europe was experiencing the Belle
Epoque. The Old World looked to
the future with optimism, it was be-
lieved that the new century would
be peaceful and prosperous. The
Russian Emperor Nicholas Il made a
great contribution to this, initiating a
series of Hague Peace Conferences,
the decisions of which still serve
us today. These sentiments were
widely reflected in art. In 1909, the
Austrian artist Gustav Klimt created
the life-asserting painting "The Kiss".
But already in 1913, "the summer of
the century" arrived - the last sum-
mer before the catastrophe. Europe
gave birth to the First World War, into
which it drew other countries and
continents.

It was then, at the end of the massa-
cre, that Oswald Spengler wrote the
first volume of his philosophical trea-
tise, The Decline of the West. The
rise of the empire was forever in the
past, but its full-fledged, first decline
never happened, as if it had stopped
halfway. The OIld World survived
and still claimed the commanding

General C. Hodges (second from left) passes
the banner of the 1st American Army to
General A. Zhdanov during the meeting of the
Allied Forces in Torgau, Germany.

April 30,1945
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At the beginning of the 20" century, Europe
was experiencing the Belle Epoque. The 0ld
World looked to the future with optimism, it was
believed that the new century would be peaceful

and prosperous.

heights in world politics, adjusted for
the United States and Japan grow-
ing ambitions. An attempt was made
to create an "anti-war protector" and
so the League of Nations appeared.
Russia, having gone through incred-
ible hardships, not only preserved
its statehood after the Great Octo-
ber Revolution, but, in fact, began to
reassemble the imperial legacy and
in the 1930s regained its status as a
pan-European power center.

But as if trying to convince itself of
Spengler's diagnosis accuracy, Eu-
rope turned into the epicenter of
even more terrible bloodshed and
rushed with redoubled force toward
the fall predicted by the German
scientist. The USSR's initiatives to
create a collective security system

were not supported by either France
or England. World War Il remains an
example of the largest military con-
flict in human history. It was then that
atomic weapons were used for the
first time — in August 1945, the Ameri-
cans destroyed Hiroshima and Naga-
saki. The Great Patriotic War and the
feat of the Soviet people became the
brightest page in the Russian history.

The enemy was defeated by the ef-
forts of the anti-Hitler coalition, the
"Spirit of the Elbe" — and in the Unit-
ed States, the "Roosevelt course” —
triumphed for a time. The United Na-
tions and the entire Yalta-Potsdam
system of international relations
were created under the leadership
of the "Big Three". Europe was on
the rise for the first time since the 19"
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century. In its east and throughout
the depths of northern Eurasia, the
Soviet Union, which had absorbed
the European and Eastern civiliza-
tions’ legacy, acquired the super-
power status equal to the United
States. France and Britain, as repre-
sentatives of Europe, also became
the UN Security Council permanent
members, and later, nuclear powers.

During the Cold War, Europe was di-
vided, but work was in full swing on
both sides of the Iron Curtain. The
USSR became a recognized space
power: it launched the first artifi-
cial Earth satellite and sent the first

" .-

man into space. Yuri Gagarin’s name
flew around the globe. In the 1970s,
Moscow achieved military and politi-
cal parity with Washington. Détente
prevailed, and the Helsinki Final Act
of the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe was signed.
The parties began to limit and then
reduce strategic offensive weapons.
At the same time, Western Europe
successfully developed its own in-
tegration project, which gave rise to
the European Economic Community,
and then the European Union.

It seemed that within the framework
of the doctrine of peaceful coexist-

By the beginning of the 21st century, the EU had
become so strong that it intended to replace the US

as the leader of the Western world.
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Before the signing ceremony of Maastricht
treaty establishing the EU. The Netherlands.
February 7,1992

ence, different parts of Europe would
also be able, like the USSR and the
USA, to find a common language and
continue to build up political, eco-
nomic and humanitarian interaction.
Especially after a new round of the
Cold War in the first half of the 1980s.
But another tragedy befell Russia -
the second collapse of statehood in
a century. Later, the collapse of the
Soviet Union would rightly be called
the greatest geopolitical catastrophe
in the century. But at first, optimistic
moods prevailed in post-Soviet Rus-
sia. The European Union was ex-
panding vigorously, and the USA was
counting on a "unipolar moment".

By the beginning of the 21st century,
the EU had become so strong that
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it intended to replace the US as the
leader of the Western world. Under
George W. Bush, relations between
Moscow and Washington began to de-
teriorate sharply, while trade, econom-
ic and investment cooperation with the
united Europe, on the contrary, grew.
For some time, as a reaction to the US
and UK invasion of Irag in 2003, meet-
ings of the "Big Three" began to be
held again, though composed differ-
ently: Moscow, Berlin, Paris.

Nevertheless, Europe failed to get
rid of the "Spengler curse" — its new
decline began. The reason was the
Old World's course, firstly, to distance
itself from Russia, and then to com-
pletely break off relations with it. And
secondly, to return to absolute ad-
herence in the geopolitical and ide-
ological wake of the United States.
Having chosen such a strategy, the
European part of the West fell into a
self-made trap, which has become
clear only now, in the 2020s. At the
same time, the EU began to receive
the first serious blows both from in-
side and from outside. As one of the
main beneficiaries of the neoliberal
model of globalization, it turned out
to be among the most affected by its
failures, and now its destruction.

The first looming omen of the com-
ing collapse was the 2007-2009 fi-
nancial crisis, which turned into a full-
fledged economic crisis. The EU’s
plans for global leadership were also
being eroded by internal problems,
including a constitutional crisis and
the threat of the eurozone fragmen-
tation. The previous party-political
systems began to break down, and
non-systemic movements of “new
populism” began to appear on the
left and on the right. At the same
time, there came an understanding
that the mega-expansion of the Eu-
ropean Union in 2004 had not only

Police clashes with protesters in Paris.

France.May 1, 2025
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The first looming omen of the coming collapse
was the 2007-2009 financial crisis, which
turned into a full-fledged economic crisis.

benefits, but also significant disad-
vantages. The EU was becoming
increasingly diverse in composition,
and the number of subsidized mem-
ber states was growing.

In 2015, a migration crisis broke out
that has not really ended since then.
Millions of people from non-Euro-
pean regions entered the EU: some
received refugee status, others be-
came illegal migrants. Some adapted
to their new countries of residence,
but many went into the shadow labor
market or became involved in crimi-
nal activity. A number of European
countries, once prosperous safe ha-
vens, have turned into crime-ridden
spaces. For example, in Sweden,
ethnic criminal gangs have grown
to historic proportions, sowing panic
among law-abiding residents.

Most of the migrants flooding into
the EU came from conflict zones
and civil wars. The latter occurred
not so much for internal reasons as
because of external intervention. As
a result of military interventions by
the US and its European allies, state-
hood in Iraq and Libya, in particular,
was destroyed, and now Syria has
been plunged into chaos, too.

The internal decay led to Brexit — the
exit of Britain, the union’s second-
largest economy and a nuclear pow-
er, from the EU. One can speculate on
how well thought out London’s move
was. But if the political climate within
the EU had been more favourable and
supranational bodies had not sought
to increase their power, the Brexiteers
would not have secured the support
of the majority of the population.
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The progressive short-sightedness of the European
political class has led to the fact that most EU
leaders have not realized the obvious even by the
autumn of 2024: Donald Trump would return to
power in the United States.

In recent years, the “Achilles’ heel” of
the European Union has become the
excessive dogmatization of political
thinking and indoctrination against
the backdrop of the actively promot-
ed neoliberal economic and social
agenda and the “green” course. In
the same vein, public debate is be-
coming more and more limited and
the pluralism of opinions is gradually
disappearing. After the reunification
of Crimea with Russia in 2014 and the
start of the special military operation,
the bogey of the Russian threat has
been deliberately used by Brussels
to further strengthen the executive
branch of power in the EU. As time
went on, the political climate and
expediency began to increasingly
subjugate the economic interests of
their own enterprises and citizens,
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distorting the market economy laws
and encouraging unfair competition
practices. And the blame for this lies
largely with the European Commis-
sion, headed by its current president
Ursula von der Leyen.

The European West is rapidly plung-
ing into a political leadership crisis,
when talent selection and meritocracy
are almost ineffective and key supra-
national posts are occupied by peo-
ple who are less and less prepared
for responsible work, but are ex-
tremely ambitious and self-confident.
Similar processes are taking place at
the national level, as evidenced, in
particular, by the frequent changes of
government in Britain and the record
decline in the popularity of the presi-
dent and cabinet in France.

An even more striking example is the
series of wrong strategic decisions
made by German politicians that have
led to Germany slipping into recession
in the past two years. The Greens’ in-
competence, including former Vice-
Chancellor and Minister of Economy
Robert Habeck and Foreign Minister
Annalena Baerbock, have become
the talk of the town. They and their
predecessors have practically de-
stroyed the German nuclear and coal
industries, and have dragged the au-
tomobile industry, metallurgy, chemi-
cals, and other key sectors of the FRG
economy into a protracted crisis.

The progressive short-sightedness
of the European political class has
led to the fact that most EU lead-
ers have not realized the obvious
even by the autumn of 2024: Donald
Trump would return to power in the
United States. Many openly support-
ed Joe Biden and then Kamala Harris
until the November elections. Some,
notably Polish Prime Minister Donald
Tusk and British Foreign Office chief
David Lammy, stooped so low as to
directly insult Trump.

Now, when America has begun its
complex purification process and
revision of outdated foreign policy
dogmas and stereotypes, including
the ideologically charged division
of the world into “democracies” and
“autocracies,” the European part of
the West stubbornly follows the ex-
act opposite course, tightening the
“ideological screws” and engaging
in a “witch hunt.” Today, ideological
censorship in the EU has reached
unprecedented proportions. Intimi-
dation of dissenters and political
opponents is taking on increasingly
ugly forms, as demonstrated, for

Presidential candidate D. Trump
surrounded by security after a failed
assassination attempt during a rally in
Butler, Pennsylvania.July 13,2024
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EU Commission headquarters. Brussels.
November 2022

example, by the recent presidential
elections in Romania and the dubi-
ous court verdict against Marine
Le Pen in France, depriving her of
the opportunity to participate in the
2027 presidential campaign. Anyone
who breaks away from the old-style
mainstream is subject to pressure
and attempts at ostracism, as is hap-
pening with Budapest, Bratislava,
Belgrade and many others.

The European West has responded
to Trump's "second term" in a pecu-
liar way. Having decided to take on
the baton of the "burden of the free
world," the EU leadership has placed
its bets on what the current US presi-
dent and his supporters want to get
away from: prolonging the Ukrainian
crisis as much as possible, refus-
ing to recognize Russia's legitimate
security interests, and continuing
the self-destructive sanctions war
against Moscow.

Paradoxically, while going against the
White House administration, the EU
countries simultaneously manage to
direct more and more money to pur-
chasing not their own, but American
military products, inflating their own
military budgets. Moreover, the funds
for this are either withdrawn from the
civilian sector of the economy, or at-
tracted on financial markets by in-
creasing the national debt. Theatrically
showing their teeth to Trump, the Euro-
peans are increasing their purchases
of expensive LNG from the US, which
is also produced using “dirty” hydraulic
fracturing technologies.

The stubborn adherence to plans to
expand the European Union, includ-
ing the Ukraine’s accession, also
continues. Now, however, European
leaders openly proclaim that the EU
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expansion process is based not on
the idea of increasing the general
welfare and well-being of its member
countries, but on some “geopolitical
interests.” No one explains any more
what benefit these “interests” bring
to ordinary residents of the associa-
tion. And hardly anyone can explain
it, since the benefit is absent.

Today, it is obvious that a series of
strategic mistakes and various cri-
ses both in the internal development
and in the foreign policy of the Eu-
ropean Union are again leading the
European part of the West to mar-
ginalization. For many years, the EU
has been facing stagnation, a series
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of recessions, social melancholy
and accelerating deindustrializa-
tion, which is actually leading to the
dismantling of the once flourishing
project of the "welfare state". Moreo-
ver, the authorities of the European
Union have abandoned the previ-
ous philosophy of "soft power" and
have engaged in militarization and
promotion of the arms race. The in-
adequacy of the actions of Europe-
ans is clearly seen not only in Rus-
sia, but even in the United States, as
demonstrated by the recent speech
of Vice President J.D. Vance at the
Munich Security Conference. In gen-
eral, Spengler's prophecy is becom-
ing more relevant than ever. %

Today, it is obvious that a series of strategic mistakes
and various crises both in the internal development

and in the foreign policy of the European Union
are again leading the European part of the West to
marginalization.
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Will there be
a battle for the
Arctic?

How to ensure
regional security

Text: Pavel Andreevich Gudeyv, candidate of historical sciences
Leading Researcher, Center for North American Studies, IMEMO RAS

The Arctic has received particular attention in recent years. The
latest announcements of US authorities of their intention to
annex Greenland and Canada to the United States suggests that
the battle for the region's untapped resources is yet to come.
As the leading Arctic power, Russia is interested in ensuring
that the region remains a territory of peace and is ready to
collaborate with its partners to improve the relevant legal
mechanisms.

The Russian Federation has the been a full participant since its ratifi-
longest coastline in the Arctic Ocean cation in 1997.
(AO) — 22.000 kilometers. In prac-

tice, it means the ability to project
its sovereignty, sovereign rights and
jurisdiction over extensive marine
spaces. It is guaranteed by inter-
national legal norms, primarily the
1982 UN Convention on the Law of
the Sea (hereinafter referred to as
the Convention), of which Russia has
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The basic legal principle that "Land
dominates the Sea” underling the
Convention, assumes that if a coun-
try has sovereignty over a territory, it
can also form all the maritime zones
prescribed by the Convention: in-
ternal waters, territorial sea, 24-mile
contiguous zone, 200-mile exclusive

in focus

economic zone (EEZ) and the corre-
sponding continental shelf regime.

Let us provide approximate data on
the areas of sea zones under the juris-
diction of individual Arctic states (not
only in the Arctic Ocean, but also in
other areas of the World Ocean): Rus-
sia — more than 7.5 million km?, the
USA — 6 million km?, and including
dependent territories — 11 million km?,
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Canada — about 5.5 million km?, Nor-
way — 2.5 million km?2, Denmark (with
Greenland) — about 2.2 million km?.

These figures explicitly show that
the desire of the American Presi-
dent D. Trump to annex Greenland
and Canada to the United States
(there are various models how to do
it — an independent free association,
an unincorporated free territory, etc.)
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could drastically increase maritime
zones controlled by Washington.
And it, in turn, means potential ac-
cess to geological exploration and
development of living and non-living
resources of water areas and the
seabed. In fact, it will allow the USA
to enhance its interests in the Arctic.
It is actually a claim for absolute lead-
ership, the ability to project US naval
power onto vast Arctic spaces.

Russian President Vladimir Putin’s speech
at the VI International Forum: “The Arctic —
Territory of Dialogue”.

Murmansk. March 27,2025

! American Samoa, Hawaii, Guam, Jarvis Island,
Howland and Baker Islands, Johnston Atoll,
Northern Mariana Islands, Palmyra Atoll, Marshall
Islands, US Virgin Islands, Wake Atoll, Puerto Rico,
Micronesia, Palau.
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Of course, such a step is challenging
Russia's key role in the Arctic Ocean
and is a major threat for us.

For the annexed countries them-
selves (let's leave aside the discus-
sion about the feasibility of such a
scenario), a possible merger with the
United States may bring some advan-
tages. For example, it will allow Ot-
tawa to settle the US-Canada Beau-
fort Sea maritime boundary dispute.
In addition, there will be no need to

Arctic Resources

delimit the continental shelf beyond
the 200-mile zone in the Arctic, and
it will resolve the long-standing con-
tradictions over the legal status of
the Canadian Arctic Archipelago wa-
ters, through which the Northwest
Passage (NWP) route runs.

It is worth noting that a special legal
regime operates in the Arctic, which
was formed on the basis of generally
recognized treaty norms, primarily
on the provisions of the Convention,

The Arctic is estimated to contain 22% of the world's undiscovered hydrocarbon reserves:
90 billion barrels of oil, 48 trillion cubic meters of natural gas, and 44 billion barrels of gas
condensate. Furthermore, 84% are located on the Arctic Ocean shelf and only 16% on the
land territory of the Arctic states within the Arctic Circle.
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Participants of the anniversary voyage devoted
to the 60" anniversary of the Russian nuclear
icebreaker fleet. August 17,2019

which has become a kind of "umbrel-
la" for other specific fragmentary and
regional regimes, including in the ar-
eas of navigation regulation, catching
aquatic biological resources, search
and rescue at sea, and preventing oil
spills. At the same time, national leg-
islations of the Arctic states continue
to be a priority in the region and their
role should in no way be diminished.

Russian national regulation in the
Arctic primarily secures the Northern
Sea Route (NSR) status as a historical
national transport artery. This status
emphasizes that the USSR, and now
Russia as its successor, has been us-
ing the NSR mainly to implement its
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own transport and economic tasks,
including Northern Supply Haul,
shippings for the Ministry of Defense,
and transportation of equipment and
construction materials for large oil
and gas production enterprises.

The volume of international transit,
unlike domestic (interregional) one,
through the NSR, has always been
quite low, although, due to ambi-
tious tasks facing our country, it is
expected to grow. The need to use
icebreaker assistance and pilotage
on the NSR route, as well as charging
foreign countries for these services,
should be considered to contribute
to the port and logistics infrastruc-
ture development, as well as keep-
ing professional skills in search, res-
cue and other related areas, which
have always been the area of Rus-
sia's responsibility.
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in focus

Russian national regulation in the Arctic
primarily secures the Northern Sea Route (NSR)
status as a historical national transport arteru.

The United States strongly and con-
sistently opposes the Russian nation-
al regulation of navigation in Arctic
waters. In particular, it concerns the
permitting procedure for passage
through the NSR for any foreign civil-
ian vessels and a similar procedure
for all military ships intending to cross
the Russian internal waters, which in-
clude a number of Arctic straits. The
Americans, however, are trying to
present the matter in such a way that
the only source of law applicable to
the NSR waters is the 1982 Conven-

tion, namely those provisions that
concern innocent passage through
the territorial sea, transit passage
through international straits and free-
dom of navigation within the EEZ.
The United States also insists that
the national regulation must neces-
sarily be approved by the Interna-
tional Maritime Organization.

Perhaps, at some point, Washington
will agree with the restrictions im-
posed by Russia on civilian and com-
mercial vessels. After all, the Arctic
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in focus

is a common maritime region for us,
and neither Russians nor Americans
are interested in its destabilization.
Using the formula “agree to disa-
gree”, which is used between the
United States and Canada on the
issue of the NWP legal status, the
possibility of new conflicts could be
ruled out, while remaining commit-
ted to its own legal positions. De-
spite the fact that the origins of the
dispute around the NWP go back to
the mid-1960s (when American ice-
breakers tried to pass through the
Vilkitsky Strait), the White House re-
mained silent regarding the Soviet
Arctic throughout the second half of
the 1980s, during the period of dé-
tente between our countries. This
scheme is quite applicable today.
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It is important to take into account
that opening the Arctic to an unlim-
ited circle of sea users could “bring”
piracy, maritime terrorism, illegal
transportation of psychotropic sub-
stances, drugs, weapons of mass de-
struction, illegal migration and even
deliberate marine pollution.

The situation with military vessels is
much more complicated. The United
States fundamentally disagrees with
the Russian stance — we insist on
applying to the US naval forces the
regulation measures under Atrticle
234 of the Convention (“Ice-covered
areas”), which gives coastal countries
“the right to adopt and enforce laws
and regulations to prevent, reduce
and control pollution of the marine

environment.” Washington refers to
the norms of Article 236 (“Sovereign
immunity”), according to which “the
provisions of the Convention relating
to the protection and preservation
of the marine environment shall not
apply to any warships, naval auxiliary
vessels, other ships or aircraft owned
or operated by a State...”.

In this regard, the odds are in our
favour so far, since the US has lim-
ited icebreaker capability to challenge
what they consider to be Russia's il-
legal claims. However, the US Coast
Guard is expected to receive several

NATO ships participating in the Cold
Response exercise. Norwegian Sea.
March 9, 2022
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new ice-class vessels in the nearest fu-
ture, and, as a result, will possibly con-
duct the so-called Freedom of Naviga-
tion Operations (often abbreviated as
FONOPs) in the Russian Arctic.

Such activities will not obviously go
without our response. The Pentagon
officials’ statements have turned up
the heat. Thus, Elbridge Colby, re-
cently confirmed as Deputy Secre-
tary of Defense for Policy, supports a
rapid withdrawal of American troops
and weapons, including nuclear
weapons, from Europe and their re-
deployment to the Asia-Pacific re-
gion to confront China. Such rede-
ployment can be carried out either
by the traditional route through the
Suez Canal or by the significantly
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in focus

To prevent the Arctic from turning into a new
conflict-ridden maritime region, as the South

China Sea has already been and the Baltic Sea is
potentially becoming, a common set of rules or, say,
a “Code of Conduct” should be developed.

shorter Russian NSR, which, howev-
er, would require Moscow's consent.

In general, it should be noted that
there have always been many con-
tradictions in regard to the Arctic,
and many disagreements have not
yet been resolved. These include
disputes over the legal status of the
NSR and NWP and the delimitation
of the Beaufort Sea; mutual claims by
Russia, Canada and Denmark to the
so-called extended continental shelf
in the Arctic Ocean; different inter-
pretations of Norway's sovereignty
over the Spitsbergen archipelago
and adjacent maritime areas.

To prevent the Arctic from turning
into a new conflict-ridden maritime
region, as the South China Sea has
already been and the Baltic Sea is
potentially becoming, a common set
of rules or, say, a “Code of Conduct”
should be developed. It may be
non-binding, but all Arctic countries
should participate in its discussion
and adoption, and in the long term, it
makes sense to extend its provisions
in regard to the Baltic.

Such a Code should primarily cover
all military and naval activities: maneu-
vers, exercises, firing practice, weap-
ons testing, intelligence gathering,
including SIGINT. On the one hand,
all of these are legal forms of using
the World Ocean, but on the other
hand, each country pursues its own
interpretation which differs from other
countries’ ones. First of all, it concerns
the above-mentioned activities within

the national 200-mile EEZ, where,
under the Convention, freedom of
navigation and flights applies. While
developing a Code, other problem-
atic issues may be addressed: marine
scientific, hydrographic and military
research, intelligence activities in in-
ternational airspace, etc.

Updating previous and concluding
new bilateral and multilateral agree-
ments to prevent incidents on the high
seas and in the air would also promote
stability in the Arctic. The first such doc-
ument was signed between the USSR
and the USA in 1972, at the height of
the Cold War, and became a model
for identical agreements between the
USSR/Russia and NATO states. The
problem, however, is that, in addition to
the USA, such agreements have been
signed only with Canada and Norway
(in the Baltics, only with Germany). Nei-
ther Sweden nor Finland are bound by
any obligations, as well as there is no
general agreement between Russia
and the North Atlantic Alliance.

Another problem is that the mentioned
agreements need to be clarified and
updated, as does the Soviet-American
Agreement on the Prevention of Dan-
gerous Military Activities of June 12,
1989, which also addresses issues of
unintentional border crossing. Taking
into account the existence of a dispute
between the United States and Russia
over the legal status of certain Arctic
waters, including the NSR route, and
the airspace above them, the settle-
ment of the listed issues is of the high-
est priority for Russia. %
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Sergey Chemezov,
CEO of State Corporation “Roste

"Western partners will
never be trusted again®
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Sergey Viktorovich, you have been heading
“Rostec” for almost 20 years, and it is safe to
say that you stood at the origins of the revival
of the national machine-building industry. Could
you tellus what prompted the decision to create
the state corporation, and what you consider to
be your main achievement over the years?

“Rostec” was created in 2007 as a logical re-
sponse to the situation in the Russian defense
industry. At that time, dozens of companies had
gone bankrupt, lost their capacity, with many
ceasing trading. Designers and engineers re-
sorted to selling goods on local markets in or-
der to earn a living. We were losing the very
people and enterprises that were supposed to
forge the sword and shield of our country.

| was the head of “Rosoboronexport” at that
time, and was well aware that very soon eve-
rything would finally come to a standstill and
arms exports would come to naught. Our army
would have no supplies either. That’s when the
idea to create a powerful state holding with
centralized management that would consoli-
date defense assets and help overcome the
crisis came up.

The President supported us. Funding was at-
tracted, then came investments, orders. We
managed to restore production and restart cy-
cles. In just three years, “Rostec” came out of
the red and began to bring a stable profit.

The corporation acted as a “resuscitator”,
breathing new life into a huge number of de-
fense plants, research institutes, and design
bureaus. We have already passed the main

Sergey Viktorovich Chemezov

stage of formation. Nevertheless, we are still
engaged in the rehabilitation of assets. Among
the latest examples are the “United Aircraft
Corporation” (UAC), “Uralvagonzavod” (UVZ),
and “Kurganmashzavod”.

Let me remind you that “Rostec” is the larg-
est machine-building company in the country.
We manufacture thousands of types of prod-
ucts: airplanes, helicopters, engines, power
machines, medical devices and even vaccines.
We employ more than 700,000 specialists,
making us the industry's largest employer. Our
revenue and other financial indicators are con-
stantly growing. Last year, it amounted to more
than three trillion rubles, with a third of it pro-
vided by civilian production. This is probably
our main achievement.

Today, “Rostec” supplies up to 80% of the
weapons and equipment for the needs of the
Special Military Operation (SV0), its enterpris-
es are inundated with orders and are work-
ing in two or three shifts to ensure victory. In
your opinion, are we still strongly dependent
on foreign supplies and, if so, on what compo-
nents? What needs to be done to completely
eliminate bottlenecks?

Let me start with the fact that country in the
world provides itself with everything on its
own. For example, more than 50 nations sup-
ply parts for Boeing. You will also find compo-
nents from different countries in iPhones or
Tesla vehicles. Another issue is that Russia has
found itself in a peculiar position. The theory
of the global division of labour does not work
in our country. The numerous Western partners

Was born on August 20,1952, in the town of Cheremkhovo in the Irkutsk region. In 1975, he graduated with honors
from the Irkutsk Institute of National Economy (now Baikal State University),and later from the Higher Academic
Courses at the Academy of the General Staff. In 1975-1976, he worked at the Irkutsk Research Institute of Rare
and Non-Ferrous Metals, then started a PhD at the Leningrad Financial University, where he was noticed and
invited to join the security services. In 1983-1988, as the head of the representative office of Scientific Production
Association “Luch”, he worked in Dresden. In 1989-1996, he was Deputy Director General of “Sovintersport’, in
1996 he moved to work in the Administrative Directorate, then in the Presidential Executive Office of the Russian
Federation. In 2000-2007 he was the First Deputy, then CEQ of “Rosoboronexport”. From November 2007 to the
present time - the CEQ of “Rostec” State Corporation. Hero of Russia (2019), Full Cavalier of the Order “For Merit to
the Fatherland’, Full member of the Academy of Military Sciences, Doctor of Economics, Professor.
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that we had until 2022 let us down. They will
never be trusted again.

Therefore, of course, we are protecting the in-
terests of the Russian Federation, at least in stra-
tegically important sectors. Along with defense,
these include space, aviation, energy, and medi-
cine. In other words, all the things which our sov-
ereignty and ability to protect the vital interests
of the state and its citizens depend on.

I think that there will always be something miss-
ing and that we will have to find new complex
solutions. The reason for that is the constant
development of technologies, especially mili-
tary ones. Our goal is to minimize the number
of bottlenecks, as you put it. It is quite feasi-
ble, and we have already had some successes
here. For example, in a short period of time, we
managed to launch mass production of UAVs
and precision weapons, including guided mis-
siles, anti-tank systems, missiles used against
helicopters and tactical operations systems.
They have been upgraded with due regards
for the experience of the SVO, fly farther and
hit targets with great accuracy.

Besides, today “Rostec” enterprises produce
excellent radar and optical equipment, in par-
ticular, thermal imagers for various purposes.
Functionally, they are as good as foreign mod-
els, but cheaper.

The corporation’s specialists carefully examine
all foreign equipment that falls into the hands
of our soldiers during the SVO. Have they man-
aged to extract anything useful or new for us?

We examine all the trophies that we receive. If
we come across something useful, of course,

State Corporation “Rostec”

we take note of it. Sometimes we look and re-
alize that, although it is good equipment, it is
completely inapplicable in our conditions. For
example, the German Leopard tank is made
at a high level: modern components, fire con-
trol system, powerful engine, although with
strange temperature limits. But we didn’t see
any breakthrough design solutions, that is, we
have nothing to take from the Leopard and ap-
ply to our equipment.

Our specialists have also studied the American
Abrams tank, which is an interesting vehicle,
but there is nothing we can take from it, either.
We would also like to look at the British Chal-
lenger tank, just out of curiosity. It is clear from
the outset that this is a useless piece of met-
al, not very suitable for real battles. The main
problem with most foreign machines is their
complex design and labor-intensive mainte-
nance. Ukraine shows us very clearly what this
leads to.

If we compare their tanks with ours, the very
same T-90M Proryv (Breakthrough) tank has
several advantages in firepower, armor and
mobility. It has a longer “reach” due to the
guided munition and all-round reactive armor.
There have been cases where a vehicle has
been hit by dozens of Ukrainian drones and
has still retained its combat capability.

Some experts, including ours, praise the Brad-
ley IFV. In my opinion, the enthusiasm is unjus-
tified. We examined it from different angles and
found that it has advantages in terms of pro-
tection and convenience of the troop compart-
ment. However, this does not stop our weap-
ons from destroying the American IFV with the
crew and troops inside.

The State Corporation for the Promotion of the Development, Manufacture and Export of High-Tech Products “Rostec”
was established by order of the President of Russia in 2007. Its structure includes more than 800 scientific and industrial
organizations located in 60 regions of the country. The total number of employees exceeds 700 thousand people. The
corporation’s portfolio consists of such well-known brands as ‘AVTOVAZ’, “KAMAZ’, “UAC’, “Russian Helicopters”, “United
Engine Corporation” (UEC), “Uralvagonzavod’, “Russian Electronics’, “Shvabe’, “Kalashnikov” Concern, etc. “Rostec” products
are sold in the markets of more than 70 countries. The company’s revenue at the end of 2024 exceeded 3 trillion rubles.
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The Bradley has a serious weak point — poor
cross-country ability, because of which they
cannot normally move off-road, through fields.
They get stuck in black soil and, due to their
huge size, become an easy target. So, what’s
the point in improved protection if the result is
still the same? Almost all the Bradleys delivered
to Ukraine have been destroyed. Nevertheless,
we should remember that an IFV is not a tank.
This vehicle must be fast, mobile, all-terrain,
able to cross rivers without bridges and roads.
Our IFVs can do this, the American ones cannot.

How would you assess the current state of
military-technical cooperation between Russia
and foreign countries? How has the situation
changed since the start of the SVO? Do anti-
Russian sanctions affect Moscow's partners?

Since the beginning of the SVO, we have been
living within the paradigm of “Everything for
the Front, Everything for the Victory”. Our fac-
tories are focused on meeting the needs of the
Russian army. The war is going on; the needs
are very high — no need to explain. As a result,
along with current export shipments (and they
do continue despite everything), pent-up de-
mand is being formed. Over the three years of
the Special Military Operation, our enterprises
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Over the three years of the Special
Military Operation, our enterprises have
significantly increased their production
capacity and are ready to fulfill both state

and export orders.

have significantly increased their production
capacity and are ready to fulfill both state and
export orders.

Currently, Russia’s arms export portfolio ex-
ceeds $60 billion, with “Rostec” enterprises
accounting for over 70% of this figure. “Rosob-
oronexport” cooperates with virtually all coun-
tries in the Middle East and the Global South.
There is demand for items for all types and
branches of troops.

| would like to add that today military-techni-
cal cooperation is not limited to deliveries of
finished products. We have a large portfolio
of projects for technological cooperation in
different regions of the world. These include
localization of production, joint development

At a meeting
in the Kremlin.
December 28,2023
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T-90MS Proryv at the
IDEX 2025 exhibition.

February 18,2025

There is a very high interest in our products
abroad. They are following the events in Ukraine
and seeing Russian weapons not on the display
platforms, but in action.

projects and so on. A good recent example is
the contract with India for the production of en-
gines for Indian T-72s in that country.

As for the sanctions, of course, they make work
more difficult. For this reason, military-technical
cooperation is rarely discussed publicly today. If
you have noticed, we say almost nothing about
the results of business programs at exhibitions
and signed contracts. Moreover, we have re-
fused the dollar in calculations; most contracts
are concluded in rubles or national currencies.

All the weapons that Russia presented at the
IDEX 2025 exhibition in the UAE have actually
been used in combat conditions and are con-
stantly being modernized based on the expe-
rience of the SVO. Does this factor affect the
demand from foreign customers?

There is a very high interest in our products
abroad. They are following the events in
Ukraine and seeing Russian weapons not on

the display platforms, but in action. Thus, at
IDEX, our T-90OMS Proryv tanks with improved
protection against strike UAVs, modern ATGMs
and RPGs made a strong impression. The vehi-
cle is fully adapted to anti-tank threats, and is
capable of repelling many attacks using new
weapons. It is so easy to repair that the tanks
can be returned to service several times with-
out losing their combat capabilities.

Much attention was drawn to the Pantsir-SMD-
E air defense missile and gun system, which
can use mini-missiles and deal with groups of
UAVs. Also we showed the latest Kub-2E strike
UAVs, the modernized Kornet-EM anti-tank
missile system with remote control, the Bulat
guided missile, and new small arms.

At the moment, the vast majority of our prod-
ucts have been tested in the SVO. These in-
clude the Su-35 and Su-57 fighter jets, Su-
34 frontline bombers, Ka-52M and Mi-28NM
attack helicopters, tanks and infantry fighting
vehicles, heavy flamethrower systems, vari-
ous types of MLRS, MRAP-class armored vehi-
cles, missile systems, reconnaissance systems,
small arms, equipment and many others. All of
these products have proven high efficiency,
have been modernized and adapted to new
tasks, conditions and threats. This is the main
advantage of our products.

“Rostec’is one of the executors of the national
program “Digital Economy", the corporation’s
development strategy includes the transition
from “hardware" to “intelligence”. What are
the results of this process today, in which ar-
eas are innovations, including artificial intel-
ligence, being successfully implemented, and
doyou have any concerns about the spread of
Al in the defense industry?

These days, all companies are trying to make
their products more and more “smart”. Nowa-
days, it is not enough for people to have a car,
they want the car to stay in the lane, steer it-
self or even take control. This applies equally
to military and civilian vehicles. It is easier for a
pilot to fly a fighter jet that can perform many
tasks independently, leaving the pilot to decide
whether to press the button or not. In other
words, Al, automation and robotization are be-
coming technological trends.
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Of course, “Rostec” is not standing aside. For
example, our partner, ‘OneCell”, uses Al to pro-
vide digital analysis of biological material of
cancer patients. This increases the accuracy
of diagnosis and helps to select the right treat-
ment. The risk of medical errors is minimized.
More than a million diagnoses have already
been made using this technology.

“KAMAZ’ has developed unmanned trucks
which are already carrying out commercial
transportation on the M-11 highway and the
Central Ring Road in the Moscow region.

The share of innovative products and solutions
will grow every year as they represent the fu-
ture. But there is one indispensable condition:
human beings must have the final say. If we
entrust machines with excessive autonomy, we
will open Pandora’s box.

What other tasks in the area of transforma-
tion and modernization does the holding face
in the medium and long term?

The new Rostec Development Strategy for
2036 is currently undergoing approval. This
is a voluminous document that sets our goals,
the company’s vision and mission. | won’t bore
you with intricate calculations. | will only say
that the focus is on scientific and technological
development in both civil and military spheres.
Much attention is also paid to preserving hu-
man capital. Our employees are the corpora-
tion’s main asset and the basis for progress.

We intend to become a sustainable diversi-
fied company, both in terms of products and
customers. In our sales portfolio, a significant
contribution should be made by “peaceful”
products. Target markets have been identified
where we can successfully compete, including
at the global level. At the same time, we clearly
understand that we have been, still are and will
be focused on solving the most important tasks
of the state.

“Rostec” is one of the leading employers
in the market and is famous for its corpo-
rate spirit. Could you please tell us how you
maintain team cohesion, motivate your staff
and attract young people to manufacturing
today?
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The tasks that we face are very large-scale and
ambitious. Therefore, our demand for person-
nel is high. By 2028, we intend to attract about
160,000 specialists, including 30,000 engineers.
It is no secret that today there is a great staff
shortage in the labor market. Of course, we are
trying to offer financial incentives by providing a
decent level of salary, a social package tailored
to the needs of each employee, including vol-
untary health insurance, a housing program, a
healthcare and recreation program, a non-state
pension provision, various types of financial as-
sistance and preferential banking products.

But it’s not just about money. People are interest-
ed in large-scale and interesting projects. They
often lack information about the scientific and
technological problems that our design bureaus
are solving, they don’t know about the techno-
logical leadership projects being implemented
in the country. That’'s why we go to schools. Our
young scientists and engineers hold open class-
es, enterprises invite children on excursions and
internships. There is an annual corporate cham-
pionship of blue-collar and engineering profes-

The tasks that we face are very large-

In the Patriot Park.

September 19,2018

scale and ambitious. Therefore, our

demand for personnel is high. By 2028,
we intend to attract about 160,000
specialists, including 30,000 engineers.
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Matveev, former head career guidance program and a junior line.
of the Soviet KGB
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Dresden. Moscow.
May 8,2017

We act as industrial partners of about 200 en-
gineering classes across the country, and sup-
port the engineering Olympiad “Zvezda” (Star).
This year, over 570,000 students participated in
it. We offer schoolchildren company-sponsored
education at partner colleges and universities,
where, under the guidance of mentors from our
enterprises, they can get an in-demand profes-
sion that guarantees employment in the hold-
ing’s companies. It is a comprehensive effort, in-
volving about 200 colleges and 140 universities.

In addition, this year, together with the Minis-
try of Science and Higher Education, we have
launched an industrial postgraduate program.
Thus, we are creating conditions so that young
people can learn and constantly improve them-
selves. There are many interesting areas, such
as electronics, biomedicine, aircraft manufac-
Interviewed by turing, instrument making, chemical industry. A
Vladislav Ilyin huge field of activity!

If the new generation loves their country,
works for its benefit and understands that only

they, and no one else, determine the future of
Russia, we shouldn’t worry about them and
about the future of the country.
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Given the specific nature of our journal, | can't
help but ask a question about intelligence ser-
vice, where you started your career. Do you re-
member how you felt on your first day in the
service, and what do you remember about
working in intelligence in general?

In the first place, this job has taught me not to
talk about work (laughs). | was 30 years old, al-
ready an adult, but of course | had little experi-
ence at that time. Working under the supervi-
sion of Lazar Lazarevich Matveey, one can say,
was a real school of life. A brilliant officer, a
father-figure! He headed our small reconnais-
sance group.

Working in intelligence requires patriotism, iron
discipline, special thoughtfulness, and the abil-
ity to see people. Perhaps, in many ways, it was
this work that made me who | am.

And finally, what would you wish the readers,
including young people who are just looking
for their vocation and their place in life?

We see that young people today are different
from us and our parents when we were their
age. They are growing up in a different envi-
ronment, in the era of the Internet and digi-
tal technologies, and they no longer think in
“pioneer” or “Komsomol” terms in which, for
example, we, the children of the USSR, used
to think. This is neither good nor bad. It is
simply a statement of fact that is important to
keep in mind when we talk about the future
of today’s youth.

If we talk about the upbringing of young peo-
ple, I would highlight three fundamental points:
patriotism, diligence and responsibility. If the
new generation loves their country, works for
its benefit and understands that only they, and
no one else, determine the future of Russia, we
shouldn’t worry about them and about the fu-
ture of the country.

There is a proverb: “Wit once bought is worth
twice taught”. It is impossible to rewrite one’s
life, and there is no need to. Everyone has his
own experience, his own path to take. There-
fore, | will give a universal piece of advice:
“No matter what happens, always remain
Human”. %
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TOB. CEPI'EEBY
O ONAHAX NOHHOOHA MO CPEBY MMPOTBOPUECKMX YCHNMA J. TPAMIIA

BAACTH BENMEOEPHTAHMM HAMEPEHE JNEOH UEHOH BOCIOPENATCTEOBATE
NPOOBMAEHMD OMANOTA MERIY CUA M POCCHEM MO PASPELEHMID YKPAHHCKOTC
KOHSIMKTA. B JICHIOHE ONACAKTCH, YTO MMPHOE COTNAUEHME NPHBENET K
NPOBANY BPMTAHCKON CTPATETMM "CIEPXMBAHMA" MOCKBE, UEHTPANBHOE
MECTO B KOTOPOHM 3AHMMAET KOHTPONE HAJ YEPAMHOH., 3T0O, 0O OLEHEKE
BPMTAHUEB, [ONCPEET [JAHH BOCCO3QAHMA E EBPONE "HENESHOTO
SAHABECA" MPOTHE P&.

B JIOHOOHE PASOFAKEHH TEM, 4YTO 1.TPAMI "BEJET OHAJIOr C P¢ KAK
CO CBEPXIEPKABOH M JEMOHCTPUPYET [PEHEEPEREHME K  BIMRAMIMM
CODSHHMERM" . K.CTAPMEP BRI KPAMHE YASBIEH " IPOBOKAIIMOHHERM
BONFOCOM" AMEPMEAHCEOTO JHMIOEPA HA CCOBMECTHOH NPECC-KOH$EPEHLMM B
MAPTE C.T'. © "CNOCOEHOCTM EPMTAHCKOH HAIIMH NPOTHEOCTOATE FPYCCEHM
B OOMHOYKY". N0 MTOTAM BM3SHMTA B CHA HA IAYVHMHD-CTEMT CHENATH
BHBEOL O TOM, YTO "BEPHHE NPY¥3LA" JE-®AKTO BETECHANT MX M3 OPOLUECCA
NEPESOPMATHPOBAHMSA EBPCHENCKON M TJICEANBHOW EESONACHOCTH.

B CRIAIMBARMENCA CHTYAIIMM SPHTAHCKME  BIACTHM  CUMTAKT
NPHOPMTETOM MNOOPEE MHMPOTBOPYECKMX YCHIMH . TPAMOA HA YKPRMHCEOM
TPEKE. NEPEN CMM M NONKOHTPOJLHEMM JNOHNOHY HOO NOCTABNEHA 3ANAYA
OEMOHMZHMPOBATE  AMEPMKAHCKOTO JMIOEPA, [NOPENCTABIIAA EMO  KAK
"YENOBEKA C [NOXMM MNOCHYEHEM COMCKOM B OEJIACTH MMPOTBOPYECTEA,
YASBHMOTO [EPE] MAHMOVIAI[MAMM KPEMIA" .

OAPATINENEHO KAEMHET CTAPMEPA CTPEMMTCA MAKCHMANLHC YEPENNTB
YCTOWUMBOCTE KWMEBCKOI'O PEXMMA K NABRNEHMK CO CTOPOHH BANMHITOHA.
NOHNOH OEEWAET HANPABHTE HA YKPAWHY PAKETH, BOMCKA M ABMALMO.
TEM HE MEHEE B KVIYAPAX NONMMTHKH NPH3HAKT, YTO 3TH HAMEPEHMA EBE3
COXPAHEHWS AMEPMKAHCKOW NOJNEPXKH HEPEANMSYEME.

HP 174 PESHIEHT CBP $EMMKC 06.03.25 19.40
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CBF POCCHH
CHATHE KONWI BOCNPENAETCH

e PTEIETPAMMA m 03/136

14.03.2025 03:30

TOB. CEPI'EEBY
O MEPAX TEPMAHMM NO COKPHTHK NPOSBIEHMIA HALMSMA HA YKPAMHE

BIIACTH $PT BHHYKNEHH NPMHMMATE XECTKME AJMMHMCTPATHBHEE MEPEH
INS COKPETMA OT COBCTBEHHBIX TPAXKINAH UMPOKOI'O PACNPOCTPAHEHMS HA
YKPAMHE HALMCTCKOM MOEONOrMM, AKTHMBHO MCHONBSYOMEACA KHMEBCKHM
PEXMMOM IS CTUMYNMPOBAHMS B CTPAHE PYCOSOEMM.

N0 HMMERUMMCA CBEINEHMAM, N0 TEPMAHCKHMX CMM IOEENEHO YKASAHME
$ENEFAJIBHOTO NPABHTENRCTBA WCKJIKMMTE NOABNEHME B #0TO- W
BUJEOMATEPMAJIAX CBHMIETENLCTE HCOONB3OBAHMA BOEHHOCHYEAIRDMM M
COTEYOHWKAMY CHMIOBEXX CTPYKTYVP VYKPAMHE ®ECTOE M CHMBOJNOB,
ACCOLUMMPYEMEIX C THTIEPOBCKOH TIEPMAHMEW. NOPH SANNMCH PENOPTAXKER C
VUACTMEM YKPAMHUEEB, "HOCAIMX HAIMCTCKME &JIATM, 3HAKKM, SOPMY M
OEMOHCTPHPYIUMX COOTBETCTBYKUME NPMBETCTEMA", NPENCTABHTEIAM CMM
NEENNMCHBAETCA "BERMHMBO" NPOCHTL WX HA BPEMA CBEMOK YIAJMTE
"ATHTALMOHHEE SMEMEHTH W  BOSIOEPKATHECA OT  HEXENATENBHEX
DEACTEMA" . 3A HEBMIONHEHHME #®YPHANHMCTAMM VYKASAHHRKX TPEBOBAHMH
NPENYCMOTPEHA OTBETCTBEHHOCTE BONOTEL MO ¥TONOBHON.

C YYETOM CROBOOHOTOQ XONIEHMSA HAIMCTCKMX MOEA HA YKPAMHE
JNHMHHA HEHEWNHETY TEPMAHCKOC NPABMTENLCTEA CEHIETENECTBYET O TOM,
4YTC EEPNWMH ECNH HE NOONPAET, TO KAK MMHMMYM HE BOSPAXKAET NPOTHE
NPHMBEPEKEHHOCTH YEKPAMHIEER CHMBOJIAM TPETEETO PEMXA M TAKMM OEPASOM,
oo CYTH, CONEABIEBAET NOPFECTYNNEHMA HAIMCTCKOT'O NEFHOIA mw.umﬁ
HCTOPHHM .

HPF 216 PESMIEHT CEF BEH 13.03.25 18.50
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CHATME KOMMiA BOCIPEWAETCA FN:CEEP

IMePTENETPAMMA =® 03/214

24.03.2025 10:20

TOB. CEPTEEBY
O BHENFEHWM B EC METONOB NPONATAHIH TPETREIC PEMHXA

BAACTH B EPOCCENE B CTPEMTEHMM OTENEYL BEMMAHME EBPONEHCHOIO
HACENEHMA OT BHYTPEHHMX NPOENEM M TPYBEX [POCYETOE COBCTBEHHOM
NMEEPANBHO-TNIOBAMCTCKON NOMMTHKM HAMEPEHE B3ATH HA BOOPYXEHME
NPONATAHOWCTCKME NPHMEMH TPETBETO PEMKXA [0 3ANVIMBAHMO OEHBATEIEH
" POCCHACKON YT POSOH" .

no MMEIMEACA MHSOPMAIIMM, TIEHIMPEKTOPAT EK 0O CBASAM C
OBWECTBEHHOCTEO COCTABMNI [UIAH UEHTPANMSOBAHHOW KAMIAHMH MO
BHEOPEHMI) B OBWECTEEHHOE COSHAHME  YCTOMYMBEXY — PYCOLO0BCKMX
HAFPATHMEOE. EBPONEMIEB, B YACTHOCTH, NPEINONATAETCA YBEFMTE B
MCROIAWEN OT POCCHM "3KSMCTEHUMAJIEHOW ONACHOCTH", NFEIYNPEOMTE
KOTOBYH SKOER MORHO MWCKINYMTEINLHO [YTEM PASPYNEHHMA POCCHACKON
rOCYIAPCTBEHHOCTH .

NOOOBHO HALMCTCKOMY MMHMCTEPCTBY [PONATAHIE "MNPOMEBATL MOSTH"
HAMEMEHO NOYTEM CTHMYTIMPOBAHWA HAMEONEE HMSMEHHEX YENOBEYECKHX
MHCTMHKTOBR, BHSHBAS OJJHOBPEMEHHO CTPAX [EPEN "AMPECCHBHEMM
YCTPEMIEHMAMM MOCKBE" W [PE3SPEHME K BOCTOYHOMY COCEIY. JO
EBPONEWLER NPEANCNATAETCA [CBOIMTE TE3SHMC O TOM, YTO P# AKOBH -
"BTOPOCOPTHAS JIEPXABA, C MWHTEPECAMM KOTOPOH MOEHO HE CUMTATLCH".
NIAHMPYETCA TAKKE NEPENMCATE MWCTOPME XX BEKA, YEEXIAS MONONOE
NOKONEHME B TOM, YTO MOCKBA "HMKOTJA HE BEHIA NOBEOUTENLHMLER
HAIIMSMA BO BTOFPOM MMPOBOH BOHHE".

OBECNEUYMBATE NPABMIEHYK NOQAYY "PYCCKOI'O BONPOCA" EPECCENL
HAMEPEBAETCA S5A CHYET VYOPABIEHMA B "PYYHOM PEAMME" BEIYIMM
EBPONEMCKMMKM CMM. HA HEJABHEM MHCTPYKTAXE B EBEINBIMACKOH CTONHUE
MM NOPYYEHO AKTMBHEE IOTOBHMTEL EBPONEMCKOE OBWECTEO K OKOHYAHMO
"TYYHEX JIET" M HEOBXOOMMOCTH “NOTYXE SATAHYTE [OACA PAIM
COECTEEHHOW BESONACHOCTH" .

HP 196 PESMIEHT CEP MAPAT 23.03.25 21.20
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WHMePPTENETPAMMA 8 04/021

04.04.2025 06:40

TOB, CEPTEEBY
O JATBMACKOH KAMIAHWKM N0 MCKAXEHMD MCTOFMM EOB

JNATBMHACKME BJACTH B CTEEMIEHMM EHCTABMTE CEEA OBPASUOBEM
NPMEEPXEHUEM  "EBPONEMCKMX  LEHHOCTEH" M  [ONKTKE  OMPAYHMTE
NPFASJHOBAHME BO-NETHA BEIMKOH [NOBEIH [NPOPABATHEAKNT  [LJIAHEH
MACCOBOT'O YHWYTOXKEHMS PACHOONOXEHHEXX B CTPAHE BOEHHEX MEMOPHAJIOB,
NOCEANEHHEN COBETCKMM BOMHAM-OCBOEOINMTEIM.

N0 NOCTYNANUMM OAHHEM, HAMEYEHO "B MAKCHMMANEHO CKATHE CPOKH"
M3EABMTRECA OT NOPANKA TPETHM MOHYMEHTOB HAJl EPATCKMMHM MOTMILAMM
COBETCKMX CONEAT, NOTMEIMX HA TEPEMTOFMM JATBMM B 1544-1945 IT.
Ind NPHMOAHMA AKTAM BAHOANHSMA BHOMMOCTH  "UMBMIMSOBAHHOCTH"
NPEANOCAATAETCH NPOBENEHWE $HMETHMBHEX APXECNOTHMYECKME MCCIENOBRHMH,
KOTOFHE HONKHM "BO YTO BEEH TO HM CTAJNO ONPOBEFTHYTE" HANMYME NOT
MEMOFMAJIAMM MACCOBBX SAXOPOHEHMH EOMLUOB, NO SAMEICTY OPTAHMEATOPOB
OFOBCOKAIPTM, 3STO NOSBOIMT S2AABMTE OE MWCKAKEHMM CCCP M POCCHEH
MCTOPHMM OCBOECKIOEHMA JATBMM OT $AIMCTOB, C TEM YTOEH NOCTABHTE
non M IPY¥THE KNHUEEBHE 3MMI0NE BTOPOH MWPOBOH BOMHEH.

B KAHECTBE HCIOOMHHTEJNA NPECTYNHOIO 3AMEICIIA NPFMIMANEH OIHE H3
NOMCKOBEX OTPANCE, PYKOBOOCTEBO KOTOPOIC MOANIO COI'MIACHE 3A JREHETH
CH#AEPHKOBATE HYRHEE [NOPOTOKONE PACKONOK OB OTCYTCTBMM CHEOCEB
BOWCKMX SAXOPOHEHMHA. HAYUATE [MAHMPYETCH C PACHONOMEHHEX B FPHTE
OPABOCIABHOT'O TOPHAKAJHCKOIQ M EPATCKOTC EKIAINEMIL.

HF 8% PE3SHIEHT CBP PMTA 03.04.25 23.50
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THSSPTENETITPAMMA » 04/277

22.04.2025 O08:50

TOB. CEFTEEEY

O NJAAHAX EBPONEMUEB N0 CPHEY MMPOTBOPYECKON MMCCHM I.TEAMIA

no HMENUMMCA CBEAEHMAM, NPE3MAEHT $PAHIMM 3.MAKPOH M TIIABA
EPFMTAHCKOI'O MNPABHTENECTEA K.CTAPMEP, OEECNOKOEHHEE HAMETHBIMMCA
CEIIMXEHMEM MOCKBEl M BAIMHITOHA, T'OTOBAT COIIACOBAHHYN KAMIAHWUID
no NOOPHBY MMPOTBOPYECKHMX YCHAMA NPESMIEHTA CWA. J.TPAMIA BHOBB
E¥YIOYT NETATLCA OBEBHHMTE B "CBA3AX C KPEMIEM".

KAK COOBINAKT MWCTOYHMKHM, BIHSKME K ENMCEHCKOMY IBOPLY,
$PAHIYSCKME CHELCIYKEE M MX BPHTAHCKME KONMIETH NOJMYYMIM YKASAHHUE
O CEOPE HOBOTO "POCCHMMCKOTO IOCEE" HA [.TPAMIA M EIO OKPYKEHME,
KOTOFOE MOXET BHTE HCOOMBSOBAHO INA JHMCKPEOMTALMH [OOIHTHEH
EEIOrC JOOMA M TOPNEIMPCBAHMA NEPEMOBOPHOIC NPCOUECCA [0 MUMPHOMY
YEETYIHMEPOBAHMG KPMIMCA HA YKPAMHE.

OTMEYAETCH, YTO K NOATOTOBKE KOMIPOMATA [MAHMPYETCH [NEMBIEYL
YEXABIMX M3 POCCMM B CTPFAHE EBFONN M $AKTHMMECKM OCTABIMXCA EES3
CPENCTE K CYWECTROBAHMK ERBUMX COTPYIHMKOER "$OHJA EOPREH C
KOPPYNUMENR" M XYPHANMCTOR PANA ONMOSHMUMOHHEN M3OAHMH, TAKHX KAK
"MPOEKT" M "MEOYSA". MM NOPYYEH CEOP MHSOPMALIMM O AKOBH MMEKUFXCS
"TAMHEX CBASAX" TNABE BEJONC IOMA M ETO COPATHMKOB C POCCHACKMMM
MONMTHYECKMMM M OENOBEMMM KPYTAMM. HAMEONBUMH MHHTEPEC JOHIOH M
MAPHE [POABIANT K BOSMOXHEM CBEIEHMAM © EBHSHEC-NPOEKTAX
EMEPMKAHIEE C KOMIAHMAMM "TASOPOM" M "POCHE#TR", DOCKOPNOPALMAMM
"POCTEX" M "POCATOM" .

HP 217 PEIMAEHT CEP $EIMKC 21.04.25 19.10
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IMePTENETPAMMA ® 05/152

11.05.2025 16:20

TOB. CEPTEEBY
O NEPCNEKTHMBAX OEMEHA [JIEHHEX ®MTEIEH KYPCKCH OBJIACTH

N0 MMEKUMMCA CBENEHWAM, YEPAMHCKHME BAACTH HAMEPEHE KAK MOXHO
IONENE SATATHMBATE BOSBEFAIEHHME B POCCHMK HACHNBHO YIEPXHMBAEMEIX HA
YKPAHHCKOM TEPPHMTOPHMM MMPHEIX XMTENEH KYPCKON OBJNACTH. MCTOYHHE B
OKPYHEHMM B. SENEHCHKOTO COOBWLAET, YTO B ANMMEMCTPALMM NPESHIEHTA
YEPAMHEl SAXBAUEHHEX BCY KYPAH HASLBAKNT "UEHHEM AKTMBOM", B OEMEH
HA KOTOFEM ¥ MOCKBH MOKHO MOTPEEOBATE "UETO-TO HAMHOT'O BOJNEE
CYNECTBEHHOTO", YEM PAHEHEE M HETONHHE K MNOBTOPHOW OTNPABKE HA
$POHT YKPAMHCKME BOEHHONNEHHHE .

FEYL MIET NPEXNE BCETD O BOMIAX HAIMOHANMCTHYECKOD'D BATANBOHA
"ASOB", OCYRIOEHHEX M OTEEBAKIMX E P4 HAKASAHME 35A COBEPIEHHME
OCOEQ TAKKMX NPECTYNNEHWHA, B BOSBPANEHMM KOTOFRX BJIACTH B KHEBE
SAMHTEPECOBAHEl B MNEPBYN OYEPENL. NPM STOM NOOYEPKMBAETCA, 4YTO
POCCHA HE PACHONATAET AHAJNOTHYHEM "KOSHFEM" B BHIOE BSATEX B IJEH
YKPAMHCKMX TPAKNAHCKMX JMI], 3TO HAKOEN NOBBIAET WAHCH “HABASATB
KPEMTI CBOM NPABMIIA MTPH" M SACTABHTE [OWTHM HA YCTYIOEM N[O PASMERY
KYPSH HA ASOBLEE,

HP 156 PESHIEHT CBP CTOYH 11.05.25 11.50

authorized to declare

CBP POCCHMM Y;HD
CHATHE KOMWi BOCHPEWAETCS ?ACCEEPEq

WH&PTENETPAMMA ® 05/190

16.05.2025 14:40

TOB. CEFTEEBY
O HEJOBONECTBE B EC $MIYPOM K.KAJUIAC

00 NOCTYNAKWEHR MHSOPMALMM, B EPNCCENE HAYAIM NPHSHABATE, YTO
OIMEBMMCE C HASHAYEHMEM K. KAJNNMAC HA NOCT BHCOKOTO NPENCTABHMTENA
EC MO MHOCTPAHHRMM OENAM M NONMTHKE EE3ONACHOCTH. B K¥YIYAPAX EK C
PASIPAXEHHEM <HMKCHPYNT "ABECONNTHYH HEKOMNETEHTHOCTE" KANJAC KAK
OTBETCTBEHHOI'C 5SA BHEWHEN NONMMTHKY NOPEINCTABMTENA PYKOBOOCTBA EC.
NONYEPKMBRETCA, WYTO "HEYEMHAR 3CTOHKA" HE B COCTOAHMHM YYHTHBATE
HNAHCH MO3MUMA CTPAE W CHNOCOEHA BECTPAMBATE TOMBKO YIPOWEHHBE
CXEMEI, KOTOPHE "SAUACTYN NMHUEHH BCAKOTO CMEICIA".

MCTOYHMEM OTMEYAKNT, YTO 53A NATE C NONOEMHOM MECALEB HA NOCTY
BEHICOKOI'C NPENCTABMTENA KANAAC TAK M HE CMOTJIA BRCTPOMTE PAEOUHE
OTHOWNEHRMA C PYKOBOOWTENAMM EBONLUMHCTBA ECOBCKMX TOCYIAPCTE. KAK
CNENCTBME, OHA "$AKTHMUECKM HE CNPABIAETCA" C OCHOBHOH NONXHOCTHOM
CEASAHHOCTEN - KOOPIMHALMEN PABOTH BHENHEOONMTHMYECKHMX BEIOMCTE
CTPAH EBPOCONEA. EOQJEE TOrQ, "YPESMEPHAA AKTHMBHOCTE H CKIOHHOCTE
K CHOHTAHHEM M HECOTMACOBAHHEM MHMIIMA " KANIAC CYWECTEBEHHO
SATPYIHANT EPOCCENN HANAXMBAHME MOMANOIA C CHA., TAK, HENABHIA
OYEIMYHAA KPHTMKA KANNAC B AOFEC [NFESMIOEETA J.TEAMOA M EE
SAARNEHME O TOM, YTO "CBOBOOHOMY MHPY HYEEH HOBEE JNMOEP" BHSBAJIH
KEAHE HETATHBHYED PEAKI[MO MHOTHMX ECORLEE, BEMOUAS NPENCENATENA EK
¥.90H JEF JAWMEH.

KAK COOBWAETCH, PACTYIEE HENOBONLCTRO "NPOSHENPMICOHOCTHE
KANNAC" ¥YXE BHIMIOCE E TO, YUTO IJABY EBPOOMONOMATHM OTCTPAHHIM
OT NOATOTOBKM JOOKYMEHTOE CTPATETMYECKOID NIAHMPOBAHMA B OBJACTH
OBOPOHHOM MNOJHMTHKM EC. POJNb KAJJIAC TAKEE NPAKTHMYECKHM CBEJEHA K
HYIID ¥ B OECYXOEHHM TEME YKPAMHCKOT'O YPETIYIMPOBAHHMA.

HP 103 PE3MIEHT CBF BOPH 16.05.25 08.15
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brain

Text: Olga Bravitskaya, Natalia Samsonova

Needs of the

The brain is an amazing, complex and at the same time incredibly gluttonous
organ. It makes up only 2% of the total body weight, but consumes up to 20%
of all energy. In order for the brain to work at peak performance, all its needs
must be met daily. Ignoring its needs can lead to undesirable results, for
example, negatively affecting success in studies and work, and the quality
of life in general. Memory impairment, decreased concentration, increased
excitability and anxiety are just some of the possible consequences.

What does our brain need?

First of all, the brain needs to be provided with an adequate and balanced diet,
including glucose, healthy fats, protein, vitamins and minerals, as well as water.

Glucose is the main source of energy for the
brain. Of course, the first thing that comes to
mind is a snack of chocolate, but this is not the
best source of glucose, since a quick rise in en-
ergy will be followed by an equally quick de-
cline, and in addition, absent-mindedness and
fatigue. To ensure stable blood sugar levels,
it is better to choose complex carbohydrates
found in whole grains, fruits and vegetables.

Protein is needed to synthesize neurotrans-
mitters responsible for transmitting signals be-
tween brain cells. It is found in meat, poultry,
fish, eggs, legumes and nuts.

RAZVEDCHZK

To maintain the structure of cell membranes,
the brain needs healthy fats. They can be
found in fatty fish such as mackerel, salmon,
sardines, as well as in nuts, flax and chia seeds..

To maintain cognitive functions, the brain re-
quires vitamins and minerals, especially
B vitamins, vitamin D, magnesium, zinc, iron.
And also antioxidants, which are found in ber-
ries, green vegetables, tea and coffee. It is
better to drink caffeinated drinks in moderate
doses and in the first half of the day, as in the
evening they can cause strong excitation of the
nervous system and difficulty falling asleep.

NO 2 (11) June 2025

The brain also needs water. The brain, like
the rest of the body, consists of 80% of it, so an
optimal level of hydration is necessary for nor-
mal functioning. Dehydration of the body can
lead to decreased concentration, headaches
and fatigue. Note that it is better to drink clean
water, as juices, carbonated drinks, tea and
coffee do not saturate the body with moisture
to the proper extent.

psychological workshop

In addition, the brain needs Sleep to reboot
and recover. During sleep, the brain processes
information, consolidates memories and gets
rid of toxins. Lack of sleep worsens cognitive
functions, mood and general well-being, re-
duces a person's activity and productivity dur-
ing the day.

So, we have fed and watered the brain, let it rest and reboot. "Is that it?" you ask.

But no! To stay active, the brain needs novelty, constant mental stimulation. The brain
is not only a gluttonous, but also a lazy organ. It strives to save energy and therefore,
as a rule, chooses simple and familiar things day after day. This is how habits are
formed, which undoubtedly make life convenient. But because of this, neuroplasticity
decreases. The early aging of the brain is also facilitated by the development of
modern technologies that search for information and analyze it for us.

How to maintain brain activity?

Change your usual routes. Get to work,
school or the store by a new road. This will force
the brain to work in an unusual mode and stimu-
late the creation of new neural connections.

Change your dominant hand. Do your
usual actions with an unusual hand. Try, for
example, writing or brushing your teeth with
your left hand if you are right-handed person,
or with your right hand if you are left-handed
person. This exercise helps develop interhemi-
spheric interaction.

Remember, caring for the brain is an
ongoing process. Even small but daily
efforts will give a tangible result, help
maintain a clear mind, strong memory
and cheerfulness.

Satisfying the needs of the brain is an
investment in your health, well-being
and quality of life. Start from small
things today and gradually integrate
healthy habits into your daily life, and
your brain will be grateful to you!

NO 2 (11) June 2025

Learn something new. Come up with
any new hobby — from learning a foreign lan-
guage to ballroom dancing. The main thing
is that the activity is interesting for you and
brings pleasure.

Regular exercise is very useful for the brain,
as moderate physical activity normalizes blood
flow to the brain, as well as meditation and
communication with new people.

RAZVEDCHZK
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Text: Maxim Ktorov.
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intelligence service during the war

During the war, Soviet foreign intelligence officers played an important role in organizing a broad
anti-fascist partisan and underground movement in occupied territories of the USSR and abroad.
The partisans' activity allowed them to block the enemy's resources, disrupt their plans, and
cause significant damage to their manpower and equipment. Having had a harsh experience of
partisan underground life, many intelligence officers continued to serve on invisible fronts after
the war. We've got an opportunity to tell the whole truth about their exploits only decades after
the Great Victory, to the 80" anniversary of which we dedicate this publication.

By the time of the Nazi invasion,
many Cheka officers who had gained
experience in partisan and sabotage
activities during the Civil War and
during special missions to China
and Spain in the 1930s served in the
Soviet foreign intelligence service:
Stanislav Vaupshasov, Kirill Orlovsky,
Yevgeny Mitskevich, Yakov Sere-
bryansky, Naum Eitingon and many
other comrades-in-arms. In early July
1941, they joined the Special Group
set up by the People's Commissar of
Internal Affairs, which was assigned
to organize reconnaissance and sab-
otage activities in occupied territo-
ries. The group was headed by Pavel
Anatolyevich Sudoplatov, Deputy
Chief of the NKVD First Directorate
(Foreign Intelligence) of the USSR.

Within a few days, the first special
detachment was formed, led by the
head of the foreign intelligence “Bal-
kan” department, 40-year-old Vasily
Ivanovich Pudin, who was assigned
to organize a Chekist-partisan move-
ment in Belarus, relying on teachers
and students of the interregional
school of state security that had been
operating in Mogilev since 1940. But,
by July 15, the city was surrounded
by Wehrmacht units. Pudin's group
took part in its defense, providing
reconnaissance and radio communi-
cation for the 172" infantry division’s
command fighting in Mogilev.

On the left: a captured German map showing
the damage caused by the Soviet partisans.
April 1943, (Russian State Military Archive)

NO 2 (11) June 2025

P.A. Sudoplatov

At the attempt to break out of the
encirclement on the night of July 27,
V.I. Pudin was badly wounded — he
lost his foot. Lieutenant Nikolai Kru-
pennikov took command of the de-
tachment and managed to lead the
fighters to the fellow troops, but he
himself heroically fell in battle. And
Vasily Pudin with documents in the
name of the driver Vasily Popov went
to hospital in Mogilev, which was
occupied by the Germans. Having
barely recovered from his wound,
he headed the Chekist underground
and successfully led it until July 1943.
After his health became drastically
worse, he had to be evacuated from
the partisan airfield to Moscow. De-
spite his disability, Colonel V.I. Pudin
continued to serve in intelligence un-
til the end of 1950.

V.I. Pudin

In July 1941, three squads of Cheka
officers from the Special Group were
sent to the front-line cities of Kiey,
Odessa and Nikolaev. They were to
create special reconnaissance and
sabotage residenturas there in case
the Germans captured these large
cities.

Given the tough conditions of the Nazi
occupation, the lack of stable com-
munication with the Center and the
severe shortage of resources to carry
out underground activities, the group
members demonstrated incredible
self-sacrifice, heroism and devotion
to duty. Thus, the Maxim residentura
deployed in Kiev, under the leader-
ship of 29-year-old Ivan Danilovich
Kudrya, managed to plant their in-
formants into local departments and

RAZVEDCHZK 47



intelligence service during the war

|.D. Kudrya

intelligence schools of the German
special services and received 87 en-
emy source identities.

Members of the Fort residentura
in Odessa, under the command of
30-year-old Vladimir Aleksandrovich
Molodtsov and 32-year-old veteran
of the INO Nikolai Fedorovich Abra-
mov, who had successfully worked
with the White emigration in Bulgaria
in 1931-1937, formed combat partisan
groups in the catacombs of Odessa.
The partisans conducted continuous
surveillance of the enemy, carried
out sabotage at Odessa port and on
the railway.

In the spring of 1942, the Marshrut-
niki (Route operators) group from
Nikolaev, led by 32-year-old Viktor
Aleksandrovich Lyagin, carried out
one of the most successful sabotage
operations during the war. They man-
aged to secretly deliver several doz-
en kilograms of explosives to a major
Luftwaffe airfield, which detonated at
the height of the air battles of Crimea
on March 10, 1942. That day, explo-

In the partisan armoury room

48 RAZVEDCHZK

V.A. Lyagin

sions and fires at fuel and ammuni-
tion depots destroyed 22 combat
and transport aircraft of the Nazi Air
Force, and disabled several dozen
more service vehicles.

Unfortunately, by the end of 1942,
the fascists, with the help of traitors,
detained the leaders and most ac-
tive participants of all three residen-
turas — the Maxim, the Fort and the
Marshrutniki. But none of them co-

V.A. Molodtsov

operated with the invaders and gave
away any secret data. I.D. Kudrya,
V.A. Lyagin and V.A. Molodtsov were
awarded the title Hero of the Soviet
Union posthumously. Their names
are forever immortalized on the Me-
morial Plaque of the INO-PGU-SVR.

The difficult but valuable experience
accumulated at the beginning of the
war by the first reconnaissance and
sabotage groups and residenturas

NO 2 (11) June 2025

operating behind enemy lines, laid
the foundation for further develop-
ment of the Special Group which was
transformed into the NKVD 4" Di-
rectorate on January 18, 1942. In the
first days of 1942, combat units and
groups from the NKVD Separate Mo-
torized Rifle Brigade of Special Pur-
pose — the legendary OMSBON —
moved forward into the enemy rear
through gaps in the Soviet-German
front line (the so called Vitebsk, Slo-
bodskie, Rudobelskie Gates, etc.).

This brigade, whose first assembly
took place at the Moscow Dynamo
stadium in late summer 1941, be-
came a Chekist "forge of personnel",
where specialists in sabotage and re-
connaissance behind the front were
trained. In total, 212 reconnaissance
and sabotage groups and detach-
ments numbering 7,316 people were
sent to the German rear during the
war. 23 OMSBON fighters became
Heroes of the Soviet Union.

It should be noted that the OMS-
BON personnel's baptism of fire took
place in the autumn of 1941. At that
time, the brigade's fighters carried
out reconnaissance and sabotage
operations in the near German rear

NO 2 (11) June 2025
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M.S. Prudnikov

in the Moscow suburbs and neigh-
boring regions occupied by the en-
emy. They hastily engineered mine-
fields on frontline highways, trained
for street fighting and underground
work inside Moscow. OMSBON sap-
pers, under the personal leadership
of Pavel Sudoplatov and his deputy
Yakov Serebryansky, mined the
Bolshoi Theater, the House of the
Council of USSR People's Commis-
sars (now the State Duma building),

S.A.Vaupshasov

the Yelokhovsky Cathedral and a
number of other objects in which, in
case of the capture of Moscow, the
high German command could hold
meetings. But the Nazi never took
Moscow.

In 1942-1944, the OMSBON Sokoly
(Falcons) detachment under the
command of the skilled partisan and
saboteur Kirill Prokofievich Orlovsky
successfully fought near Baranovi-
chi in Belarus. The Neulovimye (Elu-
sive) group, led by Mikhail Sidorovich
Prudnikov, operated in the Vitebsk
region, the Khrabretsy (Brave) group
of Alexander Markovich Rabtsevich
operated in the Mogilev region, and
two groups at once were operating
near Minsk: the Mestnye (Locals)
group led by Stanislav Alekseevich
Vaupshasov and Uncle Kolya group
of Pyotr Grigorievich Lopatin. At the
same time, the Okhotniky (Hunt-
ers) group of Nikolai Arkhipovich
Prokopyuk fought the fascists in the
Volyn region of Ukraine, the Olimp

Partisan intelligence officers
in the Moscow region.
December 1941
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A.M.Rabtsevich

group of Viktor Aleksandrovich Kar-
asev operated near Zhitomir, and
the Pobeditely (Winners) of Dmitry
Nikolaevich Medvedev carried out
operations near Rivne.

All  OMSBON members were
equipped with the latest reconnais-
sance and sabotage equipment of
the time. To maintain communication,
they used portable radios "Sever"
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F.F. Ozmitel

designed by engineer Mikhalin and
produced in besieged Leningrad. In
order to eliminate the enemy, they
used the Bramit silencers (silent
shooting devices), created by the
gunsmith brothers Mitin, and various
types of partisan mines, including
“surprise” MS-1 mines as small as a
matchbox, the so called “road mines”
(PDM), “sticky” anti-tank mines and
magnetic anti-tank mines.

B.L. Galushkin

The first mass sabotage operations
on enemy lines of communication
was held by the Cheka intelligence
officers of the NKVD 4™ Directorate
in the spring of 1942. Then, seven
OMSBON detachments consisting
of 260 fighters under the command
of future Heroes of the Soviet Union
Boris Lavrentyevich Galushkin and
Fyodor Fyodorovich Ozmitel were
sent into the so-called Smolensk tri-
angle (Smolensk — Orsha — Vitebsk)
between the main railway lines in the
rear of the Nazi Army Group “Cent-
er”. In April alone, they managed to
derail 11 German trains, blow up three
bridges and damage railway tracks
in 18 sections.

In the spring of 1943, with the be-
ginning of the rapid redeployment
of Hitler's troops to the Oryol-Kursk
Bulge, Soviet partisans launched a
real war of the rails in the enemy's
rear. Thus, in April 1943, 185 en-
emy trains were derailed, in May —
447 freight trains and two armored
trains. Of those, 40 trains and one ar-

Partisans mining the railway
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Ablown up train at Osipovichi station in the Mogilev region. July 30,1943

mored train were destroyed by four
operational groups of the NKVD 4
Directorate (since May 1943 — NKGB
of the USSR) under the command of
the mentioned above career intel-
ligence officers S.A. Vaupshasoy,
E.l. Mirkovsky, M.S. Prudnikov and
A.M. Rabtsevich (all of whom were
subsequently awarded the title Hero
of the Soviet Union).

Probably the most effective sabotage
operation at the height of the Battle
of Kursk was carried out by Fyodor
Andreyevich Krylovich, a 27-year-old
electrician from the Osipovichi sta-
tion near Mogiley, and at the same
time one of the best partisans of the
Khrabretsy detachment. On the night
of July 30, 1943, on his way to "fix"
the station semaphore that he had
broken, Krylovich installed magnetic
anti-tank mines with a two-hour de-
lay on the head and rear cisterns of
a German train carrying fuel that had
arrived in Osipovichi. The fillers were
supposed to detonate after the train
had moved at least 50 km from the

Partisan detachment establishes communication
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station. However, at about 2 a. m,, a
train with fascist tanks arrived on the
main track of the Osipovichi station.

The mines detonated when the let-
tered train stopped in front of a bro-
ken semaphore. Following the fuel
explosion, ammunition in the neigh-
boring trains blew up, then the flames
spread to the tanks. As a result, 5 lo-
comotives, 25 gasoline tanks, 8 tanks

with aviation oil, 65 wagons with am-
munition, 8 panzers on platforms,
including four of the newest heavy
Tigers tanks, 7 armored personnel
carriers and numerous station build-
ings were completely destroyed.
Traffic in this section of the railway
was completely interrupted for two
days. After the sabotage, F.A. Kry-
lovich led the detachment’s demoli-
tion squad, and after the end of the
war, for his multiple battle merits, he
was nominated for a high award —
the Order of Lenin.

In the summer of 1944, the Cheka
partisans made a significant contri-
bution to the success of the strategic
offensive operation Bagration, which
ended with the defeat of the German
Army Group Center and the liberation
of Belarus. It should be noted that by
that time, 14 reconnaissance and sab-
otage detachments and 92 special
groups of the OMSBON with a total of
about 12.6 thousand fighters were op-
erating in the ranks of the Belarusian
partisans. Before the operation, the
partisans got an accurate fix on the
general headquarters of the German
troops as well as the headquarters of
the 3 and 4™ tank, 2", 9" and 4™ com-
bined arms armies and 290 military
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units. Besides, the partisans obtained
information about the location of
900 enemy garrisons, 130 anti-aircraft
batteries, 54 airfields and 24 landing
sites, as well as about the construc-
tion of 11 false airfields, 160 large am-
munition dumps, fuel storages and
ration depots. During the offensive
itself, the OMSBON fighters took part
in the liberation of such cities as Brest,
Borisoy, Lida, Minsk, Pinsk, Slutsk and
many others.

After the liberation of Belarus, parti-
san detachments and units began to
arrive in large numbers in its capital.
On July 16, 1944, a unique parade
with the participation of 30 thousand
partisans took place at the Minsk
hippodrome. The newsreels of this
event flew around the entire Soviet
Union. It is noteworthy that on that
day, in the parade formation and
in the stands for honored guests,
there were several Chekists-OMS-
BON members, whose role in the
expulsion of the fascists from Bela-
rusian soil was known to very few
people. Among them were Heroes
of the Soviet Union Stanislav Alek-
seevich Vaupshasov, who planted
agents into the Army Group Center
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V.A. Karasev

headquarters and the Abwehr intel-
ligence center Saturn in Borisov, as
well as Pyotr Grigorievich Lopatin,
who developed Operation “Drama-
turg” (Playwright) to eliminate the
Fihrer's deputy Wilhelm Kube in his
Minsk residence and the OMSBON
commander, Colonel Mikhail Fedor-
ovich Orlov, who personally arrived
in Minsk to present awards to his
subordinates.

For a good reason, the previously
mentioned Omsbon special forces
units —Olimp and Okhotniki — led
by V.A. Karasev and N.A. Prokopyuk
didn’t take part in the parade. By that
time, they had already been rede-
ployed to occupied Slovakia to help
local partisans. In August 1944, they,
along with 60 thousand Slovak broth-
ers, took part in the uprising against
the German occupiers that engulfed
the country.

By November of the same year, af-
ter the heavy fights with Wehrmacht
soldiers and punitive forces from the
Ukrainian Waffen-SS Galicia Division,
the Chekist partisans managed to
ensure the breakthrough of the 4™
Ukrainian Front units to the passes

N.A. Prokopyuk

of the Main Carpathian Ridge. For
their great contribution to the bridge-
heads establishment which allowed
the Red Army to advance to the
industrial centers of Czechoslova-
kia and Hungary, V.A. Karasev and
N.A. Prokopyuk were awarded the
title Hero of the Soviet Union on No-
vember 5, 1944.

At the final stage of the war, the intel-
ligence saboteurs from the 4" NKGB
Directorate facilitated to the libera-
tion of Poland, the Czech Repubilic,
Hungary and other European coun-
tries. We will tell you just one episode
of these activities with a participation
of a 27-year-old intelligence officer
of the Olimp detachment, Lieutenant
Aleksei Nikolaevich Botyan. In the
second half of 1944, the OMSBON
special group which A. Botyan head-
ed was sent to help the Polish par-
tisans. In December 1944, Botyan's
group managed to get hold of a Nazi
plan to blow up Krakow during their
retreat. In particular, it was planned
to mine the city center, the bridges
over the Dunajec River, and the
Roznow Dam, the explosion of which
would flood the approaches to Kra-
kow, slowing the advance of the Red
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M.F. Orlov

Army. The explosives prepared for
blasting were stored in the suburbs,
in the dilapidated Jagellonian Castle,
which the Germans used as an am-
munition depot. Having re-recruited
the guards, our intelligence agents
planted their own mine there. Early in
the morning of January 18, 1945, the
castle with hundreds of Nazis blew
up. The next day, Soviet troops en-
tered Krakow without difficulty. After
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AN.Botyan

the Victory, A.N. Botyan continued
his successful service in foreign in-
telligence. On 10 May 2007, he was
awarded the title Hero of Russia “for
courage and heroism displayed dur-
ing the Great Patriotic War”.

Summing up the results of the OMS-
BON and the NKVD/NKGB 4" Direc-
torate of the USSR, the authors of the
brigade newspaper "Victory is Ours",

among whom were the famous poets
Semyon Gudzenko and Yuri Levitan-
sky, published material in the sum-
mer of 1945 that, in our opinion, still
is of interest today: ".. Our unit went
through a combat path from Mos-
cow to Berlin. The missions that our
soldiers and commanders carried
out were difficult and extraordinary.
While operating deep behind enemy
lines, conducting reconnaissance,
forming partisan detachments, they
always showed courage and hero-
ism, showed examples of military
skill, endurance, and bravery. Thou-
sands of our soldiers were awarded
orders and medals. We have won.
But the Cheka officers never have
a break in the fight against the en-
emies of the Motherland. We hand
down the glorious combat traditions
of the Great Patriotic War to our mili-
tary personnel, and we are ready to
carry out any mission that our com-
mand sets us."%

Parade of partisan detachments
in liberated Minsk.
July 16,1944
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Berlin. May. Victory

The story of one photograph

Text: Lana Gennadieva
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On the night of May 8-9, 1945, the Act of Unconditional Surrender of Germany was signed
in a suburb of Berlin, marking the end of the war. This historic moment was captured in a
photograph that was featured in newspapers around the world. Many people immediately
recognized Marshal G. K. Zhukov and other prominent military leaders. But it was not widely
known who the young-looking colonel standing with a concentrated look on his face behind
the signatories was. This was the eminent Soviet intelligence officer Aleksandr Mikhailovich
Korotkov. Why was he present at this ceremony, what task did the Center set for him? This
is what our story will be about today.

In the photo
(from Left to right):

A.Tedder, G.K. Zhukov,
K. Spaats, J. de Tassigny.
The Act of Surrender

is signed by W. Keitel,
behind his back stands
(second from the right)
A.M. Korotkov.
Germany. Karlshorst.
May 9, 1945
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Until the victorious May of 1945, Aleksandr
Korotkov was known only to a few of his com-
rades-in-arms. At the time of his departure for
Berlin, he was the head of the 1st (German) De-
partment of the 1st Directorate (Foreign Intel-
ligence) of the NKVD/NKGB of the USSR. He
arrived in Germany on a special mission as an
employee of the office of the NKVD Commis-
sioner for the 1st Belorussian Front, which was
commanded by Marshal of the Soviet Union
Georgy Konstantinovich Zhukov. The office

was headed by Ivan Aleksandrovich Serov, the
Deputy People's Commissar of Internal Affairs
of the USSR, Commissar of State Security of
the 2" rank (a special rank equivalent to the
rank of lieutenant general in the army).

Colonel Korotkov's main tasks, assigned to him
by the intelligence leadership, were to search
for and detain senior German special service
officials and seize German archives. In addi-
tion, he was to monitor the situation in Berlin
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and its suburbs, which at that time remained
tense (for more details, see Document 4 in the
"Declassified Archives" column and other ma-
terials on the SVR website).

Another important task of Aleksandr
Mikhailovich was to determine the locations
of the Nazi leaders, in order to prevent them
from evading just punishment. On May 6, 1945,
in Moscow a detailed coded message about
the inglorious end of Hitler and Goebbels (see
Document 5) was received from him. Here are
some excerpts from it: “On the day of his sui-
cide, Hitler called a doctor to consult him about
the strength of the poison he had. The doctor
witnessed Hitler giving the poison to his dog,
which died immediately. <..> Hitler poisoned
his wife Eva Braun and then poisoned himself,
having first ordered that his and his wife’s bod-
ies be burned. <..> Bormann, Hitler’s servant
Linge, and [Hitler’s personal physician, SS Bri-
gadefiihrer] Stumpfecker took part in the burn-
ing of the body.”

On May 7,1945, |.A. Serov assigned A.M. Korot-
kov to head a group responsible for ensuring
the security of the German delegation, which
was to arrive in Karlshorst the following day to
sign the Act of Surrender. In his parting words
to the intelligence officer, the general said: “If
its leader pulls some kind of stunt or refuses
to sign, you will answer with your head. During
your contacts with him, try to feel out his mood
and not to ignore any important information
that he might let slip.”
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The German delegation included the com-
manders of three branches of the armed forc-
es: General Field Marshal Wilhelm Keitel of
the ground forces, Colonel General of the Air
Force Hans-Jirgen Stumpff and Admiral Hans-
Georg von Friedeburg. They were all in the
city of Flensburg near the Danish-German bor-
der where the provisional government of the
Third Reich was located. The government was
formed on April 30, 1945, after Hitler's suicide,
and was headed by the Fihrer's successor,
Admiral Karl Doenitz. From there, the USSR's
allies transmitted them to Reims in France,
and then they to Karlshorst on a British military
transport plane.

It should be noted that, at the final stage of the
war, Washington and London engaged in sepa-
rate talks with Berlin (for a separate material on
the topic, see the column “Intelligence service
in history”). And on May 7, 1945, intending to
appropriate the victorious laurels over fascism,
the United States and England held a ceremo-
ny for Germany’s capitulation at the level of ex-
ecutive officers in Reims, at the headquarters
of General Dwight Eisenhower, the Supreme
Commander of the Allied Expeditionary Forces
in Europe.

This pace of developments was emphatically
unacceptable for our country. As Joseph Stalin
stated: “The capitulation must be carried out
as the most important historical act and ac-
cepted not on the territory of the victors, but
where the fascist aggression came from — in

AM.Korotkov (left)
and W. Keitel at
Tempelhof airport.
May 8, 1945

German delegation
accompanied by
AM. Korotkov

(second from the left)

and Gen.l. A. Serov
(center).
May 8, 1945
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Colonel A.M. Korotkov
behind General Stumpf.
Karlshorst.

May 9, 1945

W. Keitel addresses
the interpreter before

Berlin, and not unilaterally, but necessarily by
the supreme command of all countries of the
anti-Hitler coalition.”

At the request of Moscow, preparations began
for a repeat ceremony, which was decided to
be held in the Berlin suburb of Karlshorst, in the

I.A. Serov, A.M. Korotkov and their colleagues.
As for this, Aleksandr Mikhailovich wrote about
this in a telegram to the Center on May 11,
1945 (see Document 6). “.. As an example of
the attitude of the Americans towards the Ger-
mans, the following facts deserve attention:

tives of the Supreme Command of the Soviet
Armed Forces and the Supreme Command of
the Allied Forces, are authorized by the gov-
ernments of the countries of the anti-Hitler co-
alition to accept the unconditional surrender of
Germany from the German military command.”

After these words, I.LA. Serov signaled to
A.M. Korotkov to lead the members of the Ger-
man delegation into the meeting room. Then,
according to the plan of the ceremony, Field
Marshal Keitel, Admiral von Friedeburg and
Colonel General Stumpf signed all nine copies
of the Act in turn, with Aleksandr Mikhailovich
always standing behind them. Thanks to news-
reel footage and numerous photographs taken
at this historic moment, one can understand
the tension experienced by Colonel Korotkov
and the other participants in the ceremony.

After the Germans, the document was coun-
tersigned by Marshal G.K. Zhukov, followed by
Marshal Tedder, General Spaatz and general
de Tassigny. At 00:43 Moscow time on May 9,
1945, the signing of the Act of Unconditional
Surrender of Germany was completed.

Then Zhukov gave the command: “The Ger-
man delegation may leave the hall!” A.M. Ko-

the history of one object

W. Keitel noted the generosity of the Soviet
colonel in his diary: “The interpreter officer
asked me which way | wanted to go to the air-
field. We drove past the Town Hall, the [royal]
castle, along Unter den Linden, through Frie-
drichstrasse. The frightful traces of war were
especially visible between Unter den Linden
and Belle-Alliance-Platz. On Friedrichstrasse,
in many places, our way was blocked by Ger-
man and Russian tanks covered with rubble
from collapsed houses...”.

Aleksandr Mikhailovich's last "kindness" was
to allow Keitel to travel from Karlshorst to Tem-
pelhof through the center of defeated Berlin.
This episode remained in the Field Marshal's
memory, and later he faced a long tribunal in
Nuremberg, a death sentence for war crimes,
and the noose.

Colonel Korotkov sent the final report on all
events to the Center only on May 11, 1945. At
the end (see Document 6) he wrote: “Please
excuse the delay in reporting, as we were at
the meeting place for two days without any
sleep, cut off from the radio and unable to use
the HF-communication.”

Indeed, he was not given the long-awaited and

signing the Act of in order to prevent the Germans from partici- rotkov, whose task was to accompany the well-deserved rest in the coming days or even

Surrender. Karlshorst. building of the former military school canteen, pating in the Allies' welcome ceremony at the Germans until their flight to Flensburg, also left months — he had a work waiting for him. We

May 9, 1945 as no other suitable buildings could be found airfield, Comrade Serov asked the Americans with them. will tell you more about it in a future issue. %
in the German capital and its environs. In a to give orders to detain the Germans on the
short time, Soviet engineers prepared the road  plane until the reception with the honour guard
from Tempelhof Airport to Karlshorst: they blew  took place. The Americans asked <..> to or-
up the remains of enemy fortifications and bar- ganize such a delay of the Germans with the . . .
ricades, and cleared the rubble. help of our officers, since they did not want to Aleksandr Mikhailovich Korotkov

spoil relations with them...”. Was born on November 22,1909 in Moscow. In 1928, he was accepted to the Commandant's Office of
On the morning of May 8, photojournalists from the Joint Staff Political Directorate (OGPU) Administrative and Economic Department as an elevator
all over the world began to arrive in the sub- Thanks to Korotkov’s exceptional proficiency in operator-electrician. A year later, he received a position as a clerk in the Foreign Department, where he
urbs of Berlin to capture the historic moment. At German, he was assigned to Keitel as an offic- distributed newspapers and secret correspondence. In 1933, he was sent to Paris as an illegal intelli-
2:00 p. m., representatives of the Supreme Com-  er translator. He went with him in the same car gence agent under the pseudonym "Dlinniy“(Long). From 1939, he was deputy chief of station in Berlin,
mand of the Allied Forces arrived at Tempelhof and stayed nearby while preparations for the where he re-established contact with a group of German underground anti-fascists known as the "Red
airfield, where they were met by an honour guard  ceremony were underway. In addition, Alek- Orchestra”. On June 22, 1941, during the blockade of the Soviet embassy, he held emergency meetings
and orchestra. The British delegation was led by  sandr Mikhailovich took an active part in coor- with them, handing over money and new codes. In July 1941, he returned to Moscow, where he headed
Air Chief Marshal Arthur Tedder, the US delega- dinating the final text of the Act of Surrender. the German foreign intelligence department and participated in the creation of a special school for
tion by the Commander-in-Chief of the Strategic training agents. In 1946 he was appointed Deputy Head of Foreign Intelligence Service, and from May
Air Forces, General Carl Spaatz, and the French  As agreed in advance, the ceremony itself 28 to July 17,1953 he served as Acting Head of Foreign Intelligence Service. In 1957-1961 he was a
by the Commander-in-Chief of the French Army, began exactly at midnight Moscow time KGB representative at the Ministry of State Security of the GDR.
General Jean de Lattre de Tassigny. (22:00 Berlin time), when the main participants He was awarded the Order of Lenin, six Orders of the Red Banner, the Order of the Patriotic War 1st
solemnly entered the hall where journalists degree, two Orders of the Red Star, and many medals.

The plane with the Germans, who were wait- were waiting for them. Opening the meeting,
ing for their turn on the board, was met only by  Marshal G.K. Zhukov said: "We, the representa-
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The life and immortality
the deep cover intelligence
agent Ganshin

Text: Pavel Smelov
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In December 1952, a foreigner was modestly buried in a Catholic cemetery in the capital of one of
the Western European countries. An outside observer would hardly pay attention to his grave,
and if they found out his real name and profession, they would definitely not believe it. And only
now, after many decades, we can say that Nikolay Nikolaevich Ganshin, a true Russian patriot
and participant in the Great Patriotic War, who worked as deep cover intelligence agent, found
his final resting place there. The decision to make it public was approved by the leadership
of the SVR of Russia only this year, on the eve of the 80" anniversary of the Great Victory. We
present the true story of his amazing life.

"Paris Commune"

Nikolay Nikolayevich was born on
February 1, 1904 in Moscow into a
family of prominent industrialists and
traders, the Ganshins, who were na-
tives of the ancient Russian city of
Yuryev-Polsky. Before the revolution,
he received a gymnasium education.
As a child, he lived on Kozhevniches-
kaya Street, in house No. 4, next to
Paveletsky railroad station.

In October 1917, the Ganshins' prop-
erty was nationalized, some mem-
bers of the large family emigrated,
while others chose to stay in Russia.
Surprisingly, they managed to avoid
repression since the Ganshins had
treated their workers well, had been
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involved in charity, and one of the
dynasty's representatives had sup-
ported the revolution and been even
friends with V.I. Lenin, hiding him in
his estate.

Kolya Ganshin was ashamed of his
bourgeois roots. In the question-
naires, he wrote that he came from
a working-class family, and from the
first days of his independent life he
strived to prove with hard work that
he was a worthy citizen of the coun-
try of the Soviets. Archival docu-
ments show that, from 1917 to 1926,
while still a teenager, Nikolay Gan-
shin earned his bread as a labourer:
first on a farm and in the traction ser-
vice on the railway, then in the tan-
nery and shoe factories.

Moscow. 1919

The “Paris Commune” shoe factory,
which opened in Moscow in 1922 and
where Nikolay Ganshin worked from
1924 to 1926, deserves special men-
tion. The enterprise included several
residential buildings on our hero's
native Kozhevnicheskaya Street,
where workers organized com-
munes. There is no documentary
evidence, but Nikolay probably vis-
ited these houses in his youth. He
also had lunch nearby — in the fac-
tory canteen, where, by the way, the
meals were free.

At a tannery factory. 1920
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In circle of relatives. 1924

Overall, the “Paris Commune” was
a very progressive and socially ori-
ented enterprise: the workers took
patronage over the starving children
of the Volga region, provided as-
sistance to those in need based on
the principle that “ten workers feed
one unemployed person”, and by
1926, they had switched to an 11-day
production cycle with the simultane-
ous processing of 21,000 pairs of
shoes — an unprecedented result at
that time!
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That is, the revolution in its best
manifestations was happening right
before Nikolay's eyes, captivating
him, calling him to action. In 1923, he
became a member of a trade union,
in 1924 — a Komsomol member.

Army and sports

In 1926, N. Ganshin was drafted into
the Red Army. He was sent to serve
in the 1st Rifle Regiment of the Mos-
cow Proletarian Rifle Division, which
was considered elite and was used
for testing equipment and new types
of weapons. In addition, the regiment
was often involved in exercises and
parades.

There, in the army, he actively took
up sports: boxing, shooting, weight-
lifting, track and field. In August 1928,
at the Moscow garrison competition,
he completed a 25-kilometer cyclo-
cross race with full field gear in 1 hour
27 minutes (!) — a well-deserved 1st
place. He became seriously inter-
ested in shooting: after the army,
he passed the standards at OSOA-
VIAKHIM (the Society for the Assis-
tance of Defense, Aircraft and Chem-
ical Construction). Nikolay Ganshin

Sportsman. 1928

could have become an outstanding
athlete and coach — he had all the
makings for it. Or he could have con-
tinued his career in the army: he was
offered to stay on for an extended
term. But he dreamed of a career
as a teacher, and decided to devote
himself to raising a new generation.

Children's Communist
Movement and pioneers

N. Ganshin began working with pio-
neers while still at the factory. The
archives contain a photograph from
1926, where he is saluting at the first
assemblies of the young organiza-
tion. In 1929, his manual "Experience
of Militarization in a Pioneer Squad.
Military Work of Pioneer Squads of
Moscow" was published. He con-
ducted his research at the Central
House of the Children's Communist
Movement, which in 1933 was trans-
formed into the Research Institute of
the Children's Communist Movement
of the Central Committee of the All-

In a pioneer detachment.
The 1920s
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Union Leninist Young Communist
League, where Ganshin obtained
the position of a research fellow. He
developed methods of educational
work and personnel training.

In 1931, our hero spent several shifts as
a camp counselor at Sanatorium No.
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5 in the city of Simeiz in Crimea, and
in the summer of 1933 he came to
help construct the Artek. There are
photographs of Nikolay and a group
of similar enthusiasts clearing boul-
ders from the site for the construction
of new buildings of the future world-
famous health resort.

intelligence service in history

Counselor at a children’s camp.
The village of Simeiz (Crimea). 1931

It should be noted that Nikolay
Nikolaevich loved children, treated
them as equals, for which they re-
spected him and considered him
one of their kind. An athlete, a ro-
mantic, he knew how to interest
children, brought up courage, mu-
tual assistance, decency, and self-
esteem in them. He tried to find and
always found a "key" to each one.
He believed that all children with-
out exception have their own good
qualities and talents that need to be
discovered and developed. He did
not shy away from working with dif-
ficult teenagers.

In 1934, Nikolay Ganshin entered the
Moscow Institute of New Languages
(the future Maurice Thorez Moscow
State Linguistic University). Having
a solid gymnasium background, he
perfected his French and English

At the construction of Artek.
Crimea. September 30,1933
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language skills. After graduating and
until 1938, he worked as a method-
ologist at the Moscow City House of
Pioneers, and simultaneously taught
languages at one of the capital's
schools.

Invitation to intelligence
service

In 1938, another sharp turn occurred
in N. Ganshin's life. The experienced
and talented teacher, who also
spoke foreign languages, was no-
ticed and offered a job abroad. Not
in intelligence yet, but in the system
of the People's Commissariat of For-
eign Trade. That same year, Nikolay
Nikolaevich completed courses for
foreign correspondents at the All-Un-
ion Academy of Foreign Trade and by
the end of the year he left for Greece
to join the Soviet trade mission.

It must be understood that the rela-
tions between our countries at that
time were very tense: the Greeks
began a clear drift towards Germany,
were among the first to recognize
Austria acceding to the Third Reich
and ltaly seizing Abyssinia. And Mos-
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cow, due to its insignificant trade turn-
over, had virtually no leverage over
Athens. The situation inside our for-
eign missions, which suffered greatly
from the mass purges of that period,

Athens (Greece). 1939

remained alarming. In Greece alone,
from 1932 to 1940, the post of USSR
plenipotentiary representative was
taken by six people in succession.

The Soviet foreign intelligence sta-
tion in Athens was also greatly weak-
ened, and our intelligence officers
were under close surveillance by
local counterintelligence and their
German friends. Under these condi-
tions, a decision was made to involve
foreign trade employee N.N. Gan-
shin in carrying out intelligence as-
signments. At the beginning of 1940,
Nikolay Nikolaevich, on instructions
from his handlers, took over several
valuable sources from among for-
eigners. His agent group success-
fully obtained sensitive information
of political, economic and military
nature, including information on the

With colleagues in the trade mission
of USSR in Athens. 1940
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actions of the German and British na-
vies in the Mediterranean.

In addition, being an educated and
sociable person, Ganshin established
many useful contacts among local
secret bearers and in the foreign
diplomatic corps, skillfully developed
them, and conducted an operational
study of a number of promising con-
nections. The high efficiency of his in-
telligence activities, and his outstand-
ing business and personal qualities
drew the attention of the leadership
of foreign intelligence to N. Ganshin,
and only the beginning of the Great
Patriotic War prevented his transfer to
the ranks of regular employees.

On the fields of the Great
Patriotic War

On April 21, 1941, Greece announced
its capitulation to Nazi Germany, after
which Moscow decided to terminate
diplomatic relations with Athens, tem-
porarily close its missions and recall
their employees to their homeland.
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With comrades at the front. 1943

When, on June 22, 1941, German
planes began bombing Soviet cit-
ies and villages, and the Wehrmacht
tanks advanced to Moscow, our hero
could not stand aside. In the harsh
days of autumn and winter 1941,
N. Ganshin defended the capital and
not only miraculously survived the
battles, but also, as an active par-
ticipant in the local air defense, re-
ceived the medal "For the Defense
of Moscow". The military and sports
training he had received helped him.

In the autumn of 1942, Nikolay Gan-
shin, as part of the 153" Rifle Division,
took part in Operation “Little Saturn”
near Stalingrad, when three ltalian
divisions were destroyed and 38 set-
tlements were liberated during our
counteroffensive. For the courage,
fortitude, bravery, discipline, organi-
zation and heroism of its personnel,
the division was granted the title of
"Guards", and Lieutenant N.N. Gan-
shin was nominated for the Order
of the Red Star, which he never re-
ceived due to reasons beyond his
control.
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In January 1944, as part of the 15"
Guards Rifle Division, our hero took
part in another important operation,
the Nikopol-Krivoy Rog operation,
during which the Red Army managed
to eliminate the enemy bridgehead
on the Dnieper and liberate Nikopol
and Krivoy Rog. Its commander, Mar-
shal A.M. Vasilevsky, recalled that
the weather conditions that winter
were extremely difficult: "/ have nev-
er seen such mud and impassabil-
ity... either before or later." Guards
Lieutenant N.N. Ganshin was given
a commendation from Supreme
Commander-in-Chief Joseph Stalin
"for his participation in the battles to
break through the defenses of the
Nazi troops in the area of Apostolo-
vo and the Lower Dnieper." Tit was
there in Ukraine that he was award-
ed the medal "For Military Merit".

In general, fate favoured Nikolay Gan-
shin. He went through the war with-
out sustaining any serious injuries.
He served as a translator in the intel-
ligence department, an instructor for
work among the enemy troops and
population. Having joined the ranks
as a private, he met Victory Day with
the rank of senior lieutenant.
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Once again, the invisible front

After the war, Nikolay Nikolaevich
returned to civilian life and his be-
loved teaching career, getting a job
as a teacher in one of the capital's
schools. However, just a year later,
representatives of the USSR MGB
approached him and offered to con-
tinue serving the Fatherland as an
illegal intelligence officer. He imme-
diately agreed, although he under-
stood that he would have to work
alone in special conditions, far from
his family and friends.
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Considering N. Ganshin's experience
in intelligence and operational work,
he quickly completed training and,
in 1947, was sent to Eastern Europe
under the operational pseudonym
"Karl" to practice and consolidate
his legend-biography. In essence,
he had to become a different per-
son — learn a new language, master
the ethnocultural and other features
of the future country of settlement,
which our hero coped with brilliantly.
When the departure to the heart of
Western Europe was approaching,
Nikolay Nikolaevich was diagnosed

Certificate of J.V. Stalin’s gratitude
to Lieutenant N.N. Ganshin.
February 23,1944

with a stomach ulcer during a medi-
cal examination — a "gift" from the
front. However, he rejected the doc-
tors' objections and declared his
readiness to continue working, be-
cause the world was on the thresh-
old of a new major war that could be
nuclear.

In the summer of 1949, Nikolay Gan-
shin began his main intelligence
mission. Upon arrival in the country
of destination, he immediately got
down to work: he received all the
necessary documents and organ-
ized a reliable cover. In April 1950,
he opened a tea and coffee shop in
the capital. His position abroad was
steadily strengthened.

In parallel with that, he was busy
creating intelligence positions, and
these efforts also began to bear fruit.
Nikolay Nikolaevich regularly sent
valuable reports to the Center on
the operational situation in Western
Europe, as well as characteristics of
promising foreigners who came into
his field of vision — candidates for
recruitment. However, health prob-
lems were becoming increasingly
problematic.

At the end of the summer of 1952,
N. Ganshin arrived in Moscow,
where he underwent a new exami-
nation, which confirmed that the dis-
ease had worsened. Realizing that
the ulcer was progressing against
the background of hard work and
constant nervous tension, Nikolay
Nikolaevich nevertheless decided
to return abroad. He wanted to con-
solidate the groundwork he had al-
ready made, and could not allow the

With his eldest daughter Varvara.
Moscow. 1948
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With his wife Nina, daughter Varvara
and elder sister. Moscow. 1948

results of his work to go to waste. In
October of the same 1952, he again
went abroad, where he was almost
immediately hospitalized. Local doc-
tors performed a complex operation,
but he was not destined to rise from
his hospital bed.

Nikolay Nikolayevich Ganshin died
on December 26, 1952. To the credit
of our hero, we emphasize that, un-
derstanding the hopelessness of his
situation, he showed fortitude and
followed the legend-biography until
his last breath. According to the cus-
tom of the host country, when dying,
he confessed to a Catholic priest, but
even then he did not deviate from
the installation data. So he was bur-
ied under a false name.

The disappearance of the illegal
alarmed the Center. To clarify the sit-
uation, an experienced intelligence
officer, Mikhail Isaakovich Mukasey
(pseudonym "Zephyr"), was sent to
the host country under the guise of
a relative of Ganshin. In his report,
he wrote the following: "A nurse
who knew the patient well said:
"Your cousin died in full conscious-
ness, saying that he had no rela-
tives, that he was alone! Then, kiss-
ing the priest's cross, he closed his
eyes, from which a tear, pure as dew,
rolled, and fell silent forever!"

"Zephyr" took care of the installa-
tion of a monument on the grave
of N.N. Ganshin, on which, due to
operational considerations, it was
necessary to leave someone else's
name. But the results of Nikolay
Nikolaevich's intelligence  work
were not in vain. The developments
he created and the useful connec-
tions he established were success-
fully used by his successors for
many years.
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Our hero left behind a wife and two
daughters in Moscow. As adults,
the daughters managed to visit that
very ancient cemetery in the heart
of Europe that was mentioned at
the beginning of the article. Here
is what they said upon their return:
“50 years have passed, and our fam-
ily’s most cherished dream has final-
ly come true. My sister and | visited
the place where our father lived in
his last years. We walked along the
landmarks given to us, dreaming of
guessing his favorite routes, imag-
ining how lonely he was there, and
how he tried to find something that
reminded him of his homeland...

Our mother was told about the cir-
cumstances of father's death and
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that his grave existed only 25 years
later. Before that, for many years, a
random phone call, a strange coat
in the hallway, an unfamiliar male
voice instantly awakened hope for
a meeting... But thanks to the great
and high Love of our parents, we al-
ways, every hour, felt his presence in
our lives".

To sum it up, we can say that the Un-
known Soldier of the Invisible Front
Nikolay Ganshin has indeed finally re-
turned to his homeland from a seem-
ingly endless foreign mission. Even if
only in the form of fond memories of
himself. But now this memory is avail-
able to us, those living today, and we
are sure that it will gain eternity. %
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How foreignintelligence uncovered
separatist games of the Western Allies

Text: Boris Maksimovich Semyonov, SVR veteran,
retired Lieutenant General, Candidate of Historical Sciences
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At the final stage of the war, the Western Allies tried to
negotiate a separate peace treaty with the Nazis behind
the USSR's back. Foreign intelligence promptly informed
the Soviet leadership about these attempts, which made it
possible to catch the British and Americans in a foul play and
neutralize their insidious actions.

On June 6, 1944, in accordance with
the decision of the Tehran Confer-
ence (November 28 — Decem-
ber 1, 1943), Anglo-American troops
opened a second front on the west
coast of France. By that time, there
was no longer unanimity among the
Germany’s ruling elite regarding the
continuation of the military campaign,
although Hitler continued to insist on
the inadmissibility of compromises
and categorically rejected the idea of
the Third Reich capitulating to Britain
and the United States.

On June 14, 1944, the Washington
station of the Soviet foreign intelli-
gence transmitted to Moscow a mes-
sage from Donald Maclean, a mem-
ber of the Cambridge Five, which
noted that in Bern, representatives of
the German military leaders opposed
to Hitler had conveyed to the head of
the Office of Strategic Services (OSS,
the forerunner of the CIA) in Europe,
Allen Dulles, the conditions for con-
cluding a separate peace treaty with
the United States and Britain (see
Document 1 in the “Declassified Ar-
chives” column).

According to Dulles’ report to the
State Department, at a meeting with
him at the end of May, emissaries of
the Chief of the Army General Staff,
Colonel General Kurt Zeitzler, stat-
ed that the Wehrmacht could leave
all occupied territories in West-
ern Europe on condition that it be
granted “freedom of action in the

On the left: J. Stalin, F. Roosevelt and W. Churchill.
Tehran. November 28,1945
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East to continue the war against
the USSR”. And at the beginning
of June, the former Commander-
in-Chief of the Army, Field Marshal
Walther von Brauchitsch (trans-
ferred to the reserve in December
1941, after the failure of the offen-
sive near Moscow), announced the
intention of a group of German of-
ficers to overthrow Hitler and form
a government ready to immediately
capitulate to the West.

At that time, these initiatives did
not gain momentum. US Secretary
of State Cordell Hull responded to
Dulles that “the Americans would not
conduct any negotiations with the
Germans without the participation of
other allies”. The White House real-
ized that the US and British troops
had not yet created the conditions
necessary to force Germany to a
separate capitulation. In addition,
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D. McLean

Washington believed that it would
gain victory over Japan with fewer
losses only if the Red Army defeated
the Japanese in Manchuria. After the
failed attempt of Hitler’s assassina-
tion on July 20, 1944, secret con-
tacts between the Germans and the
USSR’s Western Allies ceased until
the spring of 1945.

It should also be noted that, at the
beginning of 1945, the situation on
the Western Front was not develop-
ing in favor of Britain and the USA.
The Wehrmacht’s counteroffensive
in the Ardennes from December 16,
1944 till mid-January 1945 put the
USSR’s allies at risk of a defeat. And
the Vistula-Oder operation of the
Soviet troops, launched at the re-
quest of British Prime Minister Win-
ston Churchill a week earlier than
planned, ended with the occupation
of a key springboard on the western
bank of the Oder River, 70 km from
Berlin, at the beginning of February.
Germany’s position became cata-
strophic.

A.Dulles
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K. Wolf

At the Yalta Conference (4-11 Febru-
ary 1945), the leaders of the USSR,
Britain and the USA agreed to seek
the complete and unconditional ca-
pitulation of Germany and its subse-
quent division into several occupa-
tion zones. However, such a serious
strengthening of Moscow’s position
in Europe did not suit London and
Washington.

Moreover, on February 16, German
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Joachim
von Ribbentrop, sent to the heads
of German missions in the Vatican,
Ireland, Spain and Portugal a secret
directive, instructing them to convey
it “strictly verbally”, to influential Brit-
ish and Americans. It was intercept-
ed and deciphered by British intelli-
gence, and on March 21, the Soviet
intelligence reported its full text to
Joseph Stalin.

The directive essentially stated that,
in the event of victory over the Third

Reich, the USSR would seize the hu-
man and technical potential of all Eu-

J. Stalin and V. Molotov
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rope. The scales on the world stage
would forever be in Moscow’s favor.
If the Wehrmacht was defeated, Sta-
lin would begin the liquidation of the
British Empire and the “Bolsheviza-
tion” of the United States. Germany
was the only obstacle in the path of
the Soviet Union. It was in the inter-
ests of the British and Americans to
preserve their status of great powers
(see Document 2).

Whether the USSR’s Western Allies
swallowed this bait or they had oth-
er reasons, is not so important now.
The main thing is that, soon after the
Yalta Conference, they began to con-
duct secret operations to hold sepa-
rate, that is, behind Moscow’s back,
negotiations with Nazi leaders on
Germany’s capitulation to the West.
The USA gave their operation the
code name “Sunrise”, and Britain —
“Crossword”.

On March 6, 1945, Allen Dulles met
in Switzerland, in the conditions
of strictest secrecy, with the Chief
Representative of the SS to Army
Group C in Northern ltaly, Colonel

General of the SS troops Karl Wolff.
They agreed to establish a channel
for negotiations between the Head-
quarters of the Commander of the
German Army Group C in Northern
ltaly and of the Commander-in-Chief
of the Allied Forces in the Mediter-
ranean to work out the terms of ca-
pitulation of the Wehrmacht units in
Italy. Moscow knew about this thanks
to the intelligence.

The Western Allies informed the
USSR about their contacts with the
Germans only on March 12, and
asked to urgently notify them of the
Kremlin’s position on this matter. On
the same day, the People’s Commis-
sar for Foreign Affairs Vyacheslav
Molotov informed the ambassadors
of the USA and Britain that Moscow
did not oppose to such negotiations,
provided that representatives of the
Soviet military command took part
in them. On March 15, the Allies re-
plied in the negative. The following
day, the Kremlin demanded to stop
the above mentioned contacts, and
on March 22, Molotov firmly told the
ambassadors that conducting such

NO 2 (11) June 2025

4\

‘ 5

\

negotiations behind Moscow’s back
was “completely unacceptable” (the
day before, the Kremlin had learned
the content of Ribbentrop’s directive).

Joseph Stalin started corresponding
with US President Franklin Roosevelt
and British Prime Minister Winston
Churchill on this matter. From March
25 to April 11, 1945, they exchanged
personal messages on the “unpleas-
ant issue” (the Soviet leader’s word-
ing) or the “Bern incident” (the Ameri-
can side’s term). The materials of the
correspondence are generally known.
Therefore, it seems sufficient to note
only that Stalin, thanks primarily to
the information obtained by foreign
intelligence, was able to convince the
Western Allies to suspend discussions
with the Germans on the conditions for
ending the fighting in Northern ltaly
and withdrawing Hitler's troops from
there. As a result, Army Group C ca-
pitulated on May 2, 1945.

At the same time, as follows from
declassified documents of the Rus-
sian Foreign Intelligence Service, the
British intelligence services contin-
ued to hold secret negotiations with
Nazi leaders until the last days of the
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war. And it is precisely about these
London’s behind-the-scenes games,
which clearly demonstrate all the du-
plicity of the British authorities, that
we would like to tell in detail in this
publication.

Thus, in his letter to Stalin dated April
14, 1945, Churchill, thanking the Sovi-
et leader for his “reassurance tone”
at the end of his correspondence
with Roosevelt, expressed the hope
that “the misunderstanding with the
“Crossword” can be considered lig-
uidated”. But, undoubtedly, even
before writing this letter, the British
Prime Minister had studied the re-
port of the British Envoy to Sweden,
Victor Mallett, which he received on
April 13, about the results of the ex-
ecution by Count Folke Bernadotte
(Vice President of the Swedish Red
Cross, cousin of the King of Sweden)
of a secret assignment from Lon-
don about one of the meetings with
Reichsfuhrer-SS Heinrich Himmler,
which took place in the suburbs of
Berlin in early April.

H. Himmler
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Signing of the Act of Surrender
of Army Group Cin ltaly.
May 2, 1945

The British established this channel
of communication with one of the
leaders of the Third Reich after the
Yalta Conference with the aim of per-
suading the Reichsfuhrer-SS to re-
move Hitler from power and to order
the immediate capitulation of Ger-
many to the Supreme Commander
of the Allied Expeditionary Forces in
Europe, General of the Army Dwight
Eisenhower.

This effort was quite risky, as Himmler
was on the list of the Nazis’ top war
criminals, but the British believed the
game would have been worth the
candle. By early 1945, the Reichs-
fuhrer-SS was second only to Hitler
in his real power in Germany. He
was, among other things, Reich Min-
ister of the Interior, Commander of
the Army Reserve and Army Groups
of Upper Rhine and Vistula. This cov-
ert operation was far more ambitious
than “Crossword”, and if it had suc-
ceeded, the Nazis would have capit-
ulated on the entire Western Front,
which would ensure a radical turn on
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the final stage of the war in favor of
Britain and the United States.

London took advantage of the fact
that, from the end of 1944, former
Swiss President Jean-Marie Musy
and assistants to Swedish Minister
for Foreign Affairs Christian Glinther
(including Himmler’s personal physi-
cal therapist Felix Kersten) were ne-
gotiating with Reichsfuhrer-SS and
head of German political intelligence
Walter Schellenberg about the re-
lease of concentration camp prison-
ers (Danes, Jews, French, Swedes).
The negotiators were assisted by the
International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) and other public organi-
zations which in early 1945 managed
to organize several humanitarian
convoys to transport prisoners to
Sweden and Switzerland.

On 17 February 1945, under the pre-
text of inspecting the work of the
ICRC, the aforementioned Count
Bernadotte arrived in Berlin. He also
carried out secret missions for British
intelligence. The latter function was
undoubtedly a priority for him. With
the assistance of Schellenberg and
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the Swedish Ambassador to Ger-
many, Amtnan Thomsen, the Count
obtained an audience with Himmler,
which took place on 19 February
100 km north of Berlin, in the SS Ho-
henlychen Sanatorium, to where the
Reichsfuhrer-SS liked to retire in the
last months of the war. Bernadotte
and Himmler discussed the details
of the humanitarian operation and
came to an understanding on many
issues. After the Count’s departure,
the leader of SS informed Schellen-
berg that Bernadotte had made a
“favorable impression” on him, and
that he intended to maintain “close
contact” with the Count.

From February 19 to April 24, 1945,
Bernadotte and Himmler held no
less than six personal meetings. The
Count reported each of them in de-
tail to the British, who undoubtedly
kept the Americans informed. As
for the USSR, everything was care-
fully hidden from it, but thanks to the
Cambridge Five, Moscow was aware
of these contacts.

V.Schellenberg

Count Bernadotte (left) talks with
Australian prisoners of war in Sweden
before the exchange. 1943

Thus, a coded telegram from London
on April 28, 1945 (see Document 3)
set out the full content of a four-hour
conversation between the Reichs-
fuhrer-SS and Count Bernadotte at
one of the meetings in early April, re-
vealing the true nature of their secret
communication. It was reported, in
particular, that the main point of the
confidential dialogue was an appeal
to Himmler to give the order for the
“immediate capitulation” of German
troops to the Western Allies.

This report, due to its late arrival at the
Center, was not reported to the top
leadership of the USSR, which, how-
ever, does not in any way diminish
its historical value. A detailed study
of this and other archival documents,
coupled with the analysis of memoirs
published after the war, allows us to
reconstruct in detail the events of
80 years ago, which clearly demon-
strate the treachery of the British.

First of all, it should be noted that
Bernadotte had obviously discussed
the question of capitulating to Britain
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and the United States with Himmler
since their first meeting in Hohenly-
chen on 19 February. This is indicated
by the Count’s remark in a confiden-
tial conversation with Schellenberg
near the town of Waren in Germany
on 21 April: “He [Himmler] should
have taken the reins of power into
his own hands after my first visit”.

Apparently, the British, through the
Swede, made it clear to Himmler that
his future depended on them, but he
avoided accepting the British pro-
posal until the very end. His behav-
ior during conversations with Count
Bernadotte shows that the Reichs-
fuhrer carefully considered his steps.
Knowing better than other accom-
plices of the Fuhrer how inhumane
the order in the Third Reich was, he
was guided above all by a sense of
self-preservation. At a meeting with
the Swede in early April, the Reichs-
fuhrer stated that he would support
the course of immediate capitulation,
“but Hitler does not want to hear
anything about it, and he [Himmler]
considers himself bound by an oath
of loyalty to Hitler. <...> He owes eve-
rything to the Fuhrer and cannot
abandon him at the last minute.”

Another compelling reason for the
Reichsfuhrer’s hesitation was the no-
ticeable weakening of his position in
the ruling elite of Germany after his
removal from the post of Command-
er of Army Group of Vistula on March
20, 1945, due to the retreat of Ger-
man troops in Pomerania.

Himmler decided to cross the Ru-
bicon only on April 20, after talking
to Hitler in the Imperial Chancellery
on his birthday. He then came to the
conclusion that the Fiihrer was hope-
lessly ill and could die in the very
near future. On April 21, Himmler
asked Schellenberg to arrange him a
confidential meeting with Eisenhow-
er through Bernadotte. However, the
Reichsfuhrer did not take into ac-
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Count F. Bernadotte

count the fundamental change in the
military-political situation caused by
the successful development of the
Berlin offensive operation of the Red
Army that had begun on April 16. The
Count refused to be an intermediary,
and during a personal conversation
with Schellenberg, he confidentially
told the latter: “The Reichsfuhrer is
no longer capable of understanding
the realities that concern him person-
ally. I can no longer help him. Now
his chances are small.” The Swede
understood perfectly well that, by the
end of April, the Nazi leader had be-
come a spent material for the British.

On the night of April 23-24, at
the Swedish consulate in Libeck
Himmler handed Count Bernadotte a
declaration of Germany’s readiness
to capitulate to Britain and the Unit-
ed States for its transmission to the
Swedish Minister for Foreign Affairs.
But by that time, the West no longer
saw the point in playing separate
games with Berlin and did not need
Himmler's services. On April 25,
Churchill, and on April 26, Truman,
in their personal messages to Stalin,
completely distorted the essence
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of Count Bernadotte’s mission and
presented the actions of the Reichs-
fuhrer-SS in Lubeck as his personal
initiative, which both the Swedish au-
thorities and London and Washington
“had decidedly rejected”. Churchill
and Truman demonstratively turned
away from the leader of SS as from a
subject not to be shaken hands with,
having hidden from Moscow their
shameful two-month courting of him
in order to conclude a devilish deal
behind the back of the USSR.

Lacking more complete information
on this issue at that time, Stalin limited
himself to expressing gratitude ad-
dressed to Churchill and Truman for
the ultimatum presented to Himmler
to capitulate on all fronts, including
the Eastern Front, and expressed
confidence that the Western Allies
would continue to act appropriately.

Himmler’s hopes for London’s help did
not come true. On May 22, he was de-
tained in Northern Germany by British
soldiers. During a medical examination
at the Headquarters of the Second
Army of the British Occupation Forces,
the Nazi leader, realizing the hope-
lessness of the situation, committed
suicide by biting an ampoule of potas-
sium cyanide hidden in his mouth.

Thus, all attempts by the British secret
services to persuade the top leaders
of the Third Reich to order a separate
capitulation of Germany to the West-
ern powers failed ingloriously. Such
an outcome was to a decisive degree
predetermined by the British stake on
achieving a turning point in the war
through cunning, by using their fa-
vorite methods of lies and treachery.
The brilliant battlefield victories of the
Red Army over the Wehrmacht, as
well as the successful work of Soviet
foreign intelligence, forced Churchill
to change his mask at the end of April
and dress up before Stalin in the toga
of a supporter of the Yalta Confer-
ence’s decisions. %
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TPOMOM B repMAHCKYW MACCHy B jﬁﬁm-:ﬂe %
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Mo zanauu® " ara wa renerpauua Suia noecna

nocoAscT®e m Cepre mapecrunl Baw JAIJAC cooSmma
, 9TO K HeMy npuesxal 3 PepMEEEN NHYHC TeHE-
pan fom BPAYINY, woropmi 3RABHA, WTO OT HMEHH

FPyONM BOEHHNX OH OPEALArEeT MUHP Ha cleAyRmAN Ha ':'AH'-'-‘EPE?E'EH‘T-U B HEMEIKHME OpeleTARpTelber?na ® Juo—
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1. OBr cmeprayr TRTREDAE . y.

" Haxecleiywmee L5 TISBH MECCHM .

2, CO3galyT DOEHHO® NPASATE ILOTHEO, KOTODOE

Huxe nepefaercs AMpexTdsa TOABKO LAA TASEY
poliger Ha Se3FoROBIHYD KEOWHTYNAORE . : e
MHCOOCHE H ero FOOAHOMOTE HHMX OLHOPPEMENHD « K3lI0%e HEOE

3. Coperckue BOHOKS He JOAXHH yYACTBORATH

ajach AOAxHE0 Oy :
1 » oxrynauum xaxofl Om To M Suao repmauckel Tep- A AOXx HTE KCNOALIOBEHO B DA3roa0pe ¢ oeodo-

PHTODMM « B Y I0XATRY EORNMA. JUNHOQTAME yKOTOpHE B cOCTOA-

t

P orneran LATIACY, wro Amxa®™- o Pl 4/ L CYWHOCTS 9THX NMDEKTHB B IMATEZBHIM "

Lape

3* AHRLHYM AHTAHYGHSM K ANepDHKSHITEM .

i‘ﬁ}) Qa M ke HeHameoTHO HA KOKEX AHUINYAH R aMepHEKaH-
& T
?}. ( e BH MOMETE pPACCYATHNEATL B JLAHAOM aryuae . Ecay
\\. L]

BAM NpenecraBuTon EGEHGKHDGTB,DPQHJ BAC NEpPElET L

'-lj. } \AreATa
L OTH AMPeRTABH YepEI 0000 BAKHOIO ynpaBAeHMs SHrIHi-

B ¢ HEMIAMH Jes yyacTug ADYCHX

MEDHUESHIYN BecTH He JYAFT.

HOMH3RTEARHD £5-27 waa cooSman

a?gﬂ.;;jgtb LANNAC pooSman , ¥TO K HeMy

NRelCTAINT AR onHo L rpyonk B lepManum,

0 am, HHX BOEHHNX, DEIOYAA m"hmmn,

L B By oCT BRmAYCcA B FepMAHER OD
s

CKHX HIH aMepHKaHCKEX Kpyros, Huwero ®» nuchmemnol

fopre HM B KOeM enyuwae He AOIEHO HOXOZUTH OT mAEC.

Gonepranue yoTHNMX AMPEKTHB CHEAYREEe: COTIACHOD XO=

= L]
oromepHod uabopmanuu SepIMHCKAE ABTOPHTETHME 0O AH-
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THYE CERE prr‘u‘; EepAR HE RApANT EPRIYHT CHTYARAR cAeAyPumiM
odpasom:

1. lPepuanns- cedquac K3k # SC8MZd HAUepeoHd HenokKodsBuuo Jo-
POTECA HA CTOPOHE CBOMX CONSHHKOB,3ANHEAR WMOEDHN BEEMH BOS=
MOEHEME CPEECTRANE H OpPOIOAxATH BOHHY A0 TEX mOp DOEKA 3IpAT
lepmansn nolixer,uro E‘epun.ﬁna B e CODIHAKY He MOTYT GuTE mo-
Sexgenu.

. Codpesitsnst

2 « Howemo-—eoro Xasuoe Rﬂmp&m,“&ﬂﬂm{{:—eugﬂapﬂnnc&
NOAOTEHHE BYINESET 5 JEPIHHCRHX RPFrax clelybDmyn MHOASL:
HOBUM R caw;u SonpmaM JARTOM EQHP‘IIT tM gauiol solmol - semzeTca
BOEHHAA MOHE Comergkoro Cowsa. Hackonrko cuuzen CoseTcn!
Cowa, CETOAHA,NOKS38A0 ETD 3JUMHEE HACTynIeHre . OEC noxasusaer
Faruu ofpasom pelcreyem ComeTommi Cows, CraimE NOXYHHE ¥
eagel anacTm MauTHEeoK: mobD moorouHyw Eapony # Baaxamm /S Py-
wuiine ,‘ Boarapas, Maxezomes, BIAC a 'peunn, Cep%ua ,Beurpas/.
TeTo HEHYTOTHEOE KoK ATEHT KOMMETepHa. Mepu,npeMeEseMEe pyc-
CKEMM B OTHX CTPSHEX NOKSIMDEDT, XOTHA BG=e- OHM HHOTLA M Nu=-
TAUTCA CEPHTE DAKTH,YTO OHM HE HMENT HHKAKOID HEMEDEHHE OT-
K4aaTheds OT OTHX CTPAM B WI0 B KOHeuHNOM cueTe o navepfha-
BTcA NpendpasoBars BTH CTPANN B KOMMYHMCOTHYUSOKME TOCYRApCTEA

KSE wscTk Conerexoro Cowada.

Document 2

Cipher telegram
from London (collage).
March 21,1945
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D BepiaHe yIusIegt TEM ,UTO HAKTO 3 JOHZCHE R @ Bamanr-
TOHE HE HDEAHAKT OTOre HEAKTQ H YO, 9T0 HSCTOANAS NOINTHEE
AHCIHLOKOND H SMEPREAHCOKOID UPUDRTEILCTHI FOIENRSIPHDECTH He
E ofecnevemm® FAMTEABHOTO MHpA, a4 K&K Das uaoﬁopow,-‘}‘cnv
crogHEE BeuwEo. Bofim,

STH I.1.’iEJJ.H.’ E‘EI:"."DEI'I’-JFE AOKpHAOnT ]"J'I:J,,‘SH_HF d 300 OPOHC=-
xogsues cdvac » lepuamnn, B TO xe BpeME coKap=aT B cale
npegynpezKeine of yroomowmAX cofurnax. HO scan womenT SyneT
YEJDeE ¥ TeDMEHCKES HMNepus JyIeT yHAUTOReHa 00 ILTEn@sMOM,
TerAS J0Ahme He NPEJCTEBATCHE BOIMOFHOCTH NOTORCPATBCA O
Tepwammell,rax ®ax lepuoHas Awxorza Coxeme He cMORET OSuTh
Aevoxparayeckoll orpamcll, a Syzer TOALKO EOMMYEROTHYE GO
CTPAHOH B OyLeT I4Mh BIAWHTE C¢A0E OFNEecTICRAHMEe. LeH: mOpa-
ESHHF HE MEpMAACKO-BOCTOWHOM $pomTe OyReT ROSTOMY A NOXHOM

GuLalle clds8 NOBODOTHHM OyHETOM B MHPODO. }:‘.I:TDFH.H.'.-
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Nansue

[lepenaem colepxaHue TENelpaMMH SHIJIO-TIOC-

anpecoBaHHON 3aKOyIHY:

1/ I'pad CepHapoTTe CTPOrO KOHRQUISHIWAIEBHO
CcOOOMMI MHE HeKOTOopyR WHDopuauwm O ero
ueTepeb® ¢ [uummepon 8 [Depnune Ha np ouIoH

Hemene, KOTopoe MpUNONXAajIOCh YWeTHpEe vdaca.

2/ U npoTuUBODOIOXKHOCTH

HoTTe BunencHd ¢ [ULMISpOM

Tuswrep ceiiyac NpusHEN, YTO ECS HOHUEHO.
CepHaNOTTe B&AEWI,YTO TPEE WIBHOHN NOIUTHHOH
GI0 OH HEeMeWIeHHO KanuTyaupoearh, W 4UIC 9TO
cnacno O GecuuclHeEHO2 KOAWUSCTEO XUSHEH.
['dnMep OTEETWN,YTO OH Nonoepxayn OH Takyw nu-
HuWD, Ho I'MTIep He XoueT ¥ CUOHDATh OO0 2TOM,

&4 OH CUETaeT celf CEASAEHHHM KIATEOA BepHOCTH
Turnepy. CepeEanoTTe HAE 3T0 3aABWI,HUTO BEPHOCTD

['uaaiepa FepuancKOMy BApONy sBaseTcs Oanee

JSHEMKE B CTOKrombume 3Sa ¥ €27 or I8 anpens,

TOMY, KOrOa TepHa-

-

o Hememw TOLY H228L,

B 3-08 OTABAGHHS

NO 2 (11) June 2025

S-0e oTasreEme:

Sus, Me 3 ugn”

nr'-} b~ 2 Document 3.
6 Wu Cli.BE L i o Cipher telegram
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Document 3.

Cipher telegram
from London.
April 28,1945
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BExHEM JAKTOPOM, ONHEKO I'MAMIEp OTHETWI,UTO OH BC8M OGHSaH
{bpepy ¥ He MOKeT NOKWHYTH ero B NOCISNHUE MUHYTH.

TunMIep COESpNEHHO He Kasalcs BSBOIHOBEHHHM, ¥ CO3NE-
Moch BNEYATNEHHE ,UTO OH AEMAETCH COESPNOHHO HOPMANBHHM ¥
COXPAHUT SHEPIMD W OPIEHWSENMOEHYD CMOCOGHOCTH. ¥ HEro
Iaxe XsaTaeT BPEMEHW IAA UTSHUA KEUT, pysudeckyX nonnwucedl,”
uTO, OYEBMOEQ, BCOILa HBAAJOCH 0 JDOWMHM SaHATVEM.

['MMMIep B&MeTHI,UTO €My HEBeCTHO, WTO OH CTOUT NepBHM
B HAlMX CTMCKSX BOSHHHX NPeCTYNHUKOB. CepHANOTTE CKasal
eny,T0,470 OH PACCMATDEBEETCA K4k BOSHHWI NpecTynmEE,
SBJFeTCH ENONHE eCTeCTHOHHHM, TAK HAK OH HBARGTCH CIaBOf
recranc, ysacrie MECTOKOCTH KOTOPOrO HOKBSEHH.

T# enpocun Depragorre |He ocTanoch MM y HETO BNOUATTCHWS
o I'munmepe, Kak o camucre.|Bepnanorre OTBeTWN MHE ,UT 0, |
K ero ynwenesum, ['muMmep He Npowssen Ha Hero TRKOrO BIOUAT-
nenus JHLMIED C&M CKASaN eMy,uTo eMy MSBECTHO O TON,4TO

8a npenejjaMu FEFHEHI‘IH ero CUulTanT XeCcTOKWM, HO HE CaMOM

nene oH He JMOUT XecTokocTell, W,9T0 8a CpaBvIell O HeM COB8-

e

OsoCh COBEpUSHHO HEeNpaBW/IBHOS MHEHME . DEepHaNOTTe TNOBTOPUL,
& SR L R T
Y70 O HEM cNenyeT CyOUTH [0 OEeMCTBUAM el'0 NONUMHANHHX.
FuMwTep S8RBW,YTO OEHCTBUA eI'0 NONUMESHHHX OUeHb NPSeyBenn-
yenu ., Toroa DepsagoTTe yHasal eumy Ha OCOO2HHUS ¥ NONO-

THE pEN@HHHE (QaKTH JOWICTB, COESDUSHHHX I'eCTANO0, BHIDU&A-
yuepmenerne 200 espees, B OnHOM u8 rocnuTaned . T'mamrep
OTEETHI ,UTQ aTOT @aHTH%hEH mecrTd, ONHAKO FepHANOTTE HacTaw-
BAJI Ha CBOSM ¥ Ha clenyonmi memb, Korga ['uuamiep ysunencd

C HHM CHOB&, WMeI YSCTEOCTE SaRBUTH,YTO HUBENH CMNpPacKu,0H,
K CCHENSHAD, IOMTZSH [PUSHATBCH ,UTO NaHHHN cayuall nelcTew-

TENBHO HMET MESCTO.

NO 2 (11) June 2025
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I'Huamep Sadbyy ,qTC O XOTedl JHAKTHpOEaTh ofposs . we
Fepuandy,'o DefcToRe ILRge T APNODTANEA - I200 ‘aspaes B
Desfigeprm 0812 NONCOTOENEHE WEpRs Farg;, ¥o'H HOCUaCcThEN
coofmeHRA OO0 OTOM B pueluspcEQH npocce - CTAMM NIEACTHH
Faraepy. O pecyaevare ororo TWIASp D81 cTROroe TPUEAZIEWe
O Tk ,uTO0N BROBE TONOCHIX CHYyUaeE He NOUTOPATOCH.

=P | -'t[::ﬂﬁd%,':u' = DiHE ¥o OCHOBHHX NOLOTHAKOE ImiMmepa,
no cHoesn LopHAROTIe, ABAATICHE 20 poiEeOHBEATSNbHHM
oguitiepoL M XEpaETopHD yercs .'"""J:l! DOTT2 HEH :';.;pﬂﬂut':auﬂ L}
Iyuasiul UeIOEeE, KOTQpPUR ORoGan ol ,.«,,-Luj'!.\ MoMOmE NO Non-
FOTOEKS JEARYALKY HOJBERCHEEY W ODETCHMY WHTSPHWDOE ANHLY
p jareps 8 VoeMramuue.

C opyrofl cropond, Yanprerdpywnep, woropull obmenueT
ouenb GoTbEOf BIRCTEN, BCOMM pECCMATPHESOTCS, Kok couu)
YEACHHE THN Z°CiOHOTO YSMOBeKa W yiwiuw. [a=e I'muwmmep,
BHOELO, ONACASTCH Ar0 W NAN yradapue !"ﬂ:r.nepﬁfﬁpl‘y np=ny-
ngonuse CepramorTs o ToM,MNTo Henevrondpynuep BENATTCA
HERdonee oNACHuM YWATOESHOMW | YNTO OH QpreEMEICEAN DOLCTyuR-
BEHH2 BCSX TOAOPUHOE, KOTOPHMY DoakdyeTcs DepHanoTTs B
Iepuanny.

4/ bes ceenenus o DuTnnpe, Kotopus [opHENOTTS YRAMOCH
codpars 8 Teprnanyy, UOEQRAT O TOM,MTO OH COESpPISHHO
penouansil . FoBOpAT HMTO QN _DOUTE O4IHOCTHD NOCERTAST
Cuds LBPoKH HOYUONWD ApXUTeHTPHEX OASHOE MO BOCCTARQEIR-
HHD [OpUBHCEEY TOpOOOE ¥ XOOHT OuspeOHAR JCTPOTZ O TOM,
9T0 OH TEERe NisHWpyey soceranosmenwe Jongowa,

HopuuTge HA 5T0, 0N COXDAHNET COOR BeNOCTHMHLHMA Opec-—

B cpoii TAKWY TEepnomoluy gaooeH, Kk THMUTep.

e QOMEL&ST BIACThY BRERASOHSATR BETO Ha pameHxa,

4
HQ OH; BEOWLO, NOTEPAN BCAKYD HHMUHATHERY .
5/ BepRENOTTE CYyTaseT,uso [epuHr oume =ik, HO HE urpaer Document 3.
nuEaK ol - pori« I QBEOPAT 5 -HTO O OUACTPECTHIACHE K HOKSBREY , Cipher telegram

from London.

CHORA HOCHT TOl 1 ACKT HOMTH EpACHHL JiAAKOM. .
. ToRo GRAGEE REARE i April 28,1945

£/ B Dapavne  ORUNSDT, YTG CONBHHUEE BOHOP® PECCPEYT
I'epusEMD-HE B8 HS8CTH W NTe HAUKCTCHMS AMNOpPH oGoCHyBTCA

B opofafl NocTenEed PeEMIRHUNE HE nre [epraMyl.

¥ 789 ceafTLARE,
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Document 4.

Cipher telegram
from Berlin.
May 1, 1945
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Hd EI‘PAHMA B1L

DTPITEHA

L7

oaysena . LY 106 1. 00 u T0-* m Pﬂl:nmqlp L{}’ 1045y, _1Fw, 00-,

Ilas pesoamumf

Koxy aapecopana:

H moMeTox
0 nNpuxonds HamW¥ BOMCHE NOYTY NOBCEMECTHO B
paiione [epldHa CTANO NOABNKTLCH SHSUMTSIBHOS
ﬂ HO."I':-'."J‘.?ETBD AV HASHESETUX celf uUreHaMW HOMmOep-
——

THW, KUTUpPHE HAMEPeBE&DTCS COSHaBATH MAapTwinue
OPTENWSELNN ¥ _NPSTEHIyRT Ha anbun"rTuaTvapuﬂ
LDOTXHOCTY B Topomax ¥ noeegkax, "re' FDMM;""PTH
BRpOynT nOBHX WISHOG, OHCTPU JOpacTas BCHKOrO

poNa MpOXOLMLLlan W ABaHTHPUC TANW .

4

f ' Tak nanpuuép B LecTeure Donbrepefiopd non
FepnveoM "Hmluyﬂ‘.ic'rhl" AEQUHHY TIOPHIKOM BEAIH
Ha c¢e0A YlIpabIeHWe NOCIKOM, CTIW SAHNNETHCH
peplorKOll Hacenenus B "KOMNEPTUD", BHILABAR CN
KW ¢ TMeuaTsn HE KOTOpOH c€2pn ¥ mOTOT O OPYHEl-
JISHHOCTE K "HOMNApDTHU" BCHAKYM TEMBHM JWUFQOCTAM.
Ty NPOXOHMMIIH COUvpanues OpPaHUSOesTh NQMENH

cunne Hepeoro Mas r MyOLULMTE WMy Ok 0O Tafin

e oo P

saliMouHoe colpgHue "WISHG nairr nu P
f= VauGonee akTUBEHM Homuyvvc U1}U€P 7
jdgaﬂPFH mpxawa YopoTsm, npoRuesHiuil HME -
v
HUE C I““I T OlA , Fpﬂ;ﬂhdﬂﬁbﬂ"ﬁﬂﬂ HTJ Gu
m——— 4 R N
OyHOBI[EM.
i CuMHE 0f
: 7 £
e KOHWH MATOropEWecKH BOCHPeINAeTCN / i“\ I
.l" X %
‘D'm. — ks, s N 1 5 ;,x 3 1_
Ska. M AT f ¥
M 3 - [ ¥ BN i
OFACHHT BOSEPATY Wepes O cyTom 4 ‘ kTt ;
B S-08 oTABAEmEE K3 MNe 3 / i SENERREE m.. L ’

Seoe OTASANEHS:
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b ropone ¥enenuk /H0 THCRY wurenefi/ 22 oDWH OPFBR K KO-

MEHIAHTY OpONa % BWIOCH I'pyNNeMK ¥ N0 CHNHOUKE -£4 . "RoMMY-

HHQTEL_" ¢ CAHATOIMYHLME HIAMeJeHUHMY, YTO WM B BHOIENPTYE S M2HEHOM

cayuas, ;
'3 ropone Mpunpuxcxaren /I8 THesu mureneii/ OypromueTpoM

asnAeTeH mexult Pepuan Nespn ISSE rona posocHus Ha COPrME,
_'#

3r'rﬁ:=:p;er,uamwf1 ,UTO OH COCTOWUT B KOMIapTuw e 191C rona, Gunm BCe

BpeMA NOTUTUUECKUM PyK OB CIUTSITeM pecrHolf COponcKolt OLCEHWaAI"H

W IHIHO DHAKOM € “ﬁﬁuu ¥ JIOpWHHM. Jowpyr ceGs OB Ipynnupyer

crapux "napruiines” TgwcTwRy uent, "ypra larnsGypra, Ppwxﬁijh?y-

Jlepxe w Opyrux. #
TenM CPeOW OTHUX JIML ¥ ecThb LefcTBMTATLHO faula, TNPRHAIIS=

RaBUKEe paHee E naprvm, w OwI2e nin umenes yeCcTHO NepRasmwe”

ce@Gs npx [uTmepe, T0 OOJIbUEHECTEO BCe HA pﬂﬁnnﬂ nguxunwuuu,

CPOYHO MeHARMUE El.l;ﬂTﬂ. 4

IguﬁuuHOHQF uachienye [epiyHa MLEeT BOBMOXHOCTE Geenpe-

HHTL‘TEEHEH[‘D BHXOLA WS ['Opona ¥ MMEDTCA TOUHHS OAHHHW®,YT O
Uy OAOUIepH U .TCITI'aTi«I, nepeonSENUCch B HTATCEOR

e s

YIoHH NaJT
BHXOLAT TOKWM TyTeM WS KOT hila HAMX bUﬂCF..

e ———————

Temue Topona 'r'[ nocaejIku thTdﬂF""" FepnvHa OCTANNCE atco-

-

TOTHO LeJIHe, ¥ CJO2Lyer n,ﬁaruwh,ﬂmu B HEHX GyoyT CTEHATBCA

ngﬁuyﬂﬁﬁvﬂ'@aw"cTﬂ.
QpraHos WETAP[I" 5 9TUX MecTax NOKa HeT, HOMeHNSETH W

sHauyTeMLHOR Mepe Bechbla crnalHe © ﬁPOnHTHH“ TOOY .

CooGla® BHUSWSIOKSHEDO®, [OCLO bhy 3T0 LOReT NpeOCTABUTH

HeKOT OpHA uHTSpec O7R TOEL pUlla :HJHTQQHQ;_

Document 4.

Cipher telegram
from Berlin.
May 1,1945

B4 20/ 1V 51,

‘D orp-uHue:
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[:]
e L

Ko I"Erﬁﬁenthr:a. M HENPAEMI &rc B Hocltng]}uﬂpa BOS: TRYOW OuTH
NOKABSHY ONMOLY ME OnMxafimux cotpymRmkce Teddemsea Ueney.
Tpude w omAouy w2 spavefl Puraepa, Daxmatiennouy B KAENANApER
noCTenRerc: — —— :
Ofa mepBouA ANLED BHCKASHBANK HOYLepBREOCTD B TOM,WTO 3TO
Tpyn ledtensea, ®HO 2aveM UAREWTR 00 2ToM ye~penno. [rpeuf

onoswan sceex gevel Feddenscn, BTOpoR TOABKO OOMOrO prleHKAa .
Ionpomsnnue CAPOOAn cTenurpajucsks Tellenbea, Dpwus fynous-
nyrill BpaY NOKASWHANT TAKES HEFCHO HA KAHYD ®° HOTY XpOMAX b,
affense Npaegyn wow NOBYD, TAK KaK CTRHOr pafmeTL.: W TYprus
BAATHTH ,WT0 NOTErETE paHee ,qro [edlenbe XpoMAT HE MPEYD

HOUY, & BpAY SEABWA,UTO OH BOOOH® STOTO KM MOUANT. TTH

Kouy aapecomana: et i e

I/ Moeae sesTua BAMVYMKY BONCKaMU ¥MOepekoff
HAaHIOMH pull SaXBauondHe Taum B NIew 3C3C0BIH 1
COTYYEHREY MUHUCTRpCTEE NMuonaranin Neasanm, o
# NOHRSEANH SHOHLADT ASKOTOPHE COMHEEWNA B ACTODAN C TPYMOM.
T ] = £y =L =] oy dA L= L VY
'edCensc, OTPABWE CHBOWX ORTEWM W J8CTPNUE KOHY, AR gy~ RIS, ¥ 01 A R
1 OTpEENE cuop ®emy Rey [Cpayn OTPREMACA TAKME caM, DpAOespw-
TATEHO MpHEA28E CHeYL CEOR ® MERW TPYNH, PACCERB NANeN.
Onmako BHKOrO NS YUSCTEOROEDEX B CXRCREMM TPYOR EAN BEOSE =

BECTYOoNHICH TAKAEZ Call.

[impen GomGo, dok'meM, I'Ie BOMNSMANACH =T'0

HBaPTUPE Gumu Halimend OCTOp=EI'M® TPYONH My=WwH- mex Tpyn Purnopa cpomm SANepsARHEN NOHA HE OORADYRARO.
BumeynorsnyTafl Bpau NOKASHERST . 3

Tnzhep & OEHB ‘.‘bhﬂjﬂ'ﬂf"t'l‘!! EHEWEAT 2rQ H cada OIA Kofn-

HH U HPHNMYHY, 8 B EiapTHpe TpynH mecTy narel

C EHONHEMY NpVIHaKauy OTpaLroH¥A ,
- e —

T'Ip;z ONOEBEOLEHMHK Ei.J“C‘]'J.. EHHUS NOFASHEALN,

CYIETALKK O CHIT MUSTerocA y Hero = Tutmepa sma. TTOT AL

B TpWeyTeTEWM Bpava OMn nam coteie Maidepa, KOTOpaR cefivac |
e u..—mnena.. 0 gusEedimes BpaY DEAST MO pAcCHAYPOBOADO
MOMATENA AWYHOCO spada TRraeps - Sparanes (mpepa C.C.
Meyunferxepa. o Tew =2 NOKAIANVNAN B CAEPBHRN TPYNE yuacT-
Bosan Bopuan, exjra Tutnaga m:ﬁra # Mryunperrep, Mexoro w2

UTO TPyN MYRUMHH - :vrcr MeGOensc; TPYD XeBETHRE
HECTUTHEO O6I'0pea,MTO ONOSHATE 2TU'0 HE TPenC

JIATIOCE B OCMOXHMM . TPyN My=UWEH, BUN HHHE Ta¥-
., et a2 T HEX CPeNW SANSDEAHFHN HET. L }

e pHOI, UMee? OQOGTIAHIE ~CTHHA NpuueTH [~00210b-

| e i x TeTh MOFRSANMA COPIECHO Horopuw oTE Tmud, ymaw WBTropom

ca - pocT, HOC, WIrHHMA 2y0H, YUINHSVHYD suecTe ¢ supeammefich MS LORTpE Nepsoro Nas rpyomold s

gﬁy . 470

2000 sescosune, FUAHTOXOHEON B TOT 0 [OHL B COLOpmEAN

SAaOHDD YSeTh uwepena. [pabas worg Tpyna = ¢

BNESpUYTOR BO BHYTPB cTynE~d. Oxoto Tpyna
ocTaTEY Kopwuneeofi Jervcrckol jopmd m 30mTOTOR

napTuiieHii oEAUSK # 22.

NpeautcThix T ruIing .

PO woLoMToR B NOEEIEHEHY Q K"]'L:l.'ﬁﬂﬂt.h'.‘!‘ TrmTre9 nogo=

SPRTRILEE M LHOHBENT COLDNTHEA O Lt TOR mepene O weu,
Document 5. / “ ¢/ D weruezapyy Twrifga Cum OCHIpY4TR TRYD reuepana or Document 5.
Cipher telegram -"'wj 6\3 W anTOpEy Sga0ck, HOTOE HEXACR  T0 enpnam B oprad Cipher telegram
from Berlin (collage) ¥y Cusrme wonmii “ﬂﬁjﬁlﬁl BOCHPEUAcT CRH l.ﬁ usprisas Fywoes © coolmPnwen o Tom, TS Trracp nowotvem from Berlin (collage)
May 6,1945 ﬂ;"‘ o ; o cuMoyUmiicTE oM, NAPREYEE BELTCTO © 0dn anuvpeta Temuwna, May 6,1945
\ T —————————3K3. Sxa. Ne | e — R R T Ao .
. N N } Boraenrul coonan Teficanea poR¥CHAFIASpON, ©hOoplToIBaBIMM
k3. Ne 2 \ TR 002 ML CETRILETEO ¢ yuseiveu [opuara ¥ MpepEns Hom Yposw-
uﬂﬂ.lbﬂl.'l' !’DI'I[I-I'I."I =5 EJ"I"IJI 1 ——
B 5-08 oTgeA - ra. Or & ®ME 2T000 NpuedTipcTes Tpodee NurXonwd BoCTr
\ "“ S NOQPeroe0pd O Han TR,

80 RAZVEDCH’K NO 2 (11) June 2025 NO 2 (11) June 2025 RAZVEDCHZK 8l



declassified archives declassified archives

: _COB. EEﬁ%%iﬂ___

of Russia site

BM. v R P 2e=
IHHDOPTEAETPAMMA Bx. Neeer,es2,62861

iodn & i |__ by T J¥ H® yuacTBOBANA HW B KAKWX IepeMOHMAX NpHeMa W B npen-

Vs BEPJIHE L A e ST TN T He. H 0 BHBBAHH TOMHKO B 3an

Moay=ena II}_‘Q? 194 5. 02 4, D0 y. Pacwugp. ILAY 1945r. . 1D w. .50 napnwenm?ux R - g B

Iam pezoamuuft \ Kouy aapecosars: — —— e RN _T H e ekl Bacenaswii,roe UM Mapman FHHDE ,Nl0cHm® ECOpCOCA O TOM MOSHA-
3 nu:ewﬂ? : KOMUNMCB-JIH OHH C TEKCTOM NeKIapaluu W UOTOBH JIu ee non- Full version of the

;:u Joknanuean WHJOpMANUD CBASAHHYD ¢ Oomnuca- nucars,NpeIoxHI NONOiTH K CTOTY ¥ NOOUECATh HOKYMOHT. document on the SVR

HHEM TEepuMaHECHEME NpencTABMTEeNHLA” AKTE O HKanu- Noce 3TOro HEMENKas Neeranus Gwra Busemesa us sana. Co-

TYUSAGEN,, [loumuo, yuonsHy=EK, 8 apeces Rodren: - ofmaeM cBor HAGTOISHWS Ba HeMIaMW U OCHOBHHE MOMSHTH M3
meda GKB, remepan-amuupara anca l'ecpra om pasroBope ¢ HUMM 3a OGNOM,NOCT® TMONNMCAHWS NeKIapamnwi,
Spunendypra - KOMAHZYDUIT O BOSHHO-MODCKRM uo- KoTOpHil GWI B NOMENEHWW,NPeNoCTABNSHHOM HeMIaM WIA HOU-
TOM W remepan-nolkcssuka lryugh- ssuecrurens T I S I S

KOMAHAYDNET O BOSHHO-E OSAYNHEHX CHI B HOMENKYD
Oeferanen BXOOUAR: BROe-anuupan CpokmEep,oTpe-
{ KoMennosasEuf med-an"wranrox Heiirens / 8 meii-

rosapun Kyuun. Yxe SHeUHWA EWN NeNeranud NOKASHBAN,UTO

‘ IpWeXABNHE PACCHATPHBENT CO0A NPSNCTABUTENSME eme Cyme-

creyomeft fammcrckof épuanuu. HediTenb UONEMMAN LA NpH-
PEPRAMIBRROTIL SHPMNS, ENTMILENK, NEMORMALY CEEOR 0 BeTCTBMA PyKy No HamucTcKoMy OOpasny ¥ HMeN Ha MyHIUpe
/ JURERESRRA AR/ RONNOREORRHET apr o, Leareem: somoroli (JamdcTCKM} BHauyeK, O KOTOPOM OH ¢ POpPHOCTHD
\-‘?f'_ | Gax ofumep remepanseoro mrada npu Heiireme, Hop- Zan cnpasKy, uTo 570 nuvmas marpana Twrmepa. [pyrwe wie-
y ’i,ty ‘i\ﬂ; \. /Bsten - xanurem Tasc Sanbken ax”rass Dpunen- Hu Iefersnuu Takxe uuenu opnesa ¢ dammcrexolf ceacTuKoft.

MM «Opea Ecupan lizexrus: mafop, reRspansaono; mrata Kpome roro, Heilrens monmuepkusan Ceop UPeBepEeHHOCTDH I'mT-

Y asuaneu @ Jeomrapm aswanuw,0uBmR,N0 WLMeDTEMCA feyy,pACCKASaB O TOM KaX OH 80 BpeLs BEpHBA GoufE B Kou-

CBEeNeHnAM ,IWYEL{ NepeBoNUWK asrawiickoro w dpan-

| / \\\ pare 'mmmepa 20 WpJIs NpOWIOro ToOna HAXOOWICH B ONHOM
qo9e By4QKOn(, SERKGE, Y Hioka - HoMuy, Cupn ApNRpeond, b MeTpe OT MecT4 BSpHBA M NaBal pacnopAxexds o0 apecre
=) \";wm_ _ Eepnue ua Peiiwca nHa amTnuiicKOM cauonere B CO- JUACTHMKOB BarOBOPA. : _
‘._353'77?"_ “. | npoBoxmeHn® Majiopa auMepWKAHCKOrO Fe@HEpPANBHOr O Kpome 2000 OH pacckasam,uro oofins ¢ OZHOH W3 Tpymn
o {.{r f La EA0A 5% Qi AOBONR AN DA, o, EMETRAS, ST AN Ha ceeep or DepnwHa ywmen WMEHHO Ha ceBep, & He Ha WU,
Document 6. 2 B0 RARRATALD RS SS_EHH B: SRERCHS, (WL IO X Kyla HaEMepeBajcd paHee HANpPaBWTLCHE TONBEOD nmmzy.ﬂrﬂﬁu Document 6.
: el i .
?r?;eégflﬁig(?on&age) B Ll “m"g‘»i; o “m;&é:::“ “M-gm,i'- NpUHATE BCE MEDH NJA CNACeHUA ['wenepa W8 OKpy<eHWA,0p- fcrg)r:el;:flliig(fonﬁage).
May 11, 1945 = Gt o $fx —- PaEMS80BAB MPOPHB KONbI2 HAWWX Bofick Bokpyr Bepnuma. Heilrens, May 11, 1945
2::::* TR @?"@ﬂ 4L Ixa. “.‘I'..""—" _..'.nl.a-—"%.-i..___... T 4 ﬂpﬂnﬁﬁﬁﬁr - m!'}mﬂq} npﬁ.ﬂ;'ﬂﬂ!ﬂll NONEOMOUNS [ONNUCAHHHE

UogaesmnT wosspary uwepes 6 cyTom
B 5-00 oTABAEHHE

I
RSl Sws W \h e
" ! i I-I:
S Ao m e e s i n}‘\-’,

S-08 oTaeremme:

82 RAZVEDCH’K NO 2 (11) June 2025 NO 2 (11) June 2025 RAZVEDCHZK 83



declassified archives

Document 6.

Cipher telegram
from Berlin (collage).
May 11,1945
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rpocc-anuupancod [PHWNOM K8k raasofl rocynapcTsa,nodcHUB
8a obemoM,uro J[PEUIl GTAN TAxOBHM COPNACHO 2aBermuaus T'mr-
nepa, B cospanHoe [eHWIOM MpPAaBEWTENLCTEQ B KAUPCTBE WW-
HUCTpPA WHOCTpanHux nem sxonuT rpad Meepwn Jom Hposwaw,sa-
HuMapmelt ONHOBpPeNeNEC NoeT muHWcTpa (mmancos, Tpamru Jenb-
are B HAYECTE? MWHMCTPA MO TPYNOEHM W CONMANBEHHM BOOPO-
caM, DoKke Kak MMBEHCTp cHaGmeHEH W [ OupOMRJIZIED '— MUHHCTP
nyreli coolmeRMA W NOUTH. o

Jpyrue wWienu NpaBUTSeNbCTEA NOKa HEMIBECTHH. DTO TaK
HASWBAGMODE TIPABMTENBCTEO HAXONWTCA © HACTOATES BpeMA B
FonbuTeRwr, & paiioEe ropona TaeHCOypr,rae pacnoraranack
W Cepumanckasd C¢Tabka. TakKofl COCTAE NMPaBWTATLCTER HABIRSTCHA
GeaycnoBHO,NONHTKUN HeMIe8 COXpaHuTh, JeTaNMEORaTh W
NpOTamMTH Kak-TO Mepen cobgumKauw cepll pyxosomAmelt mesTp,
Koropufl ofecneumn O4 npenenocTh I'epuanuw w paGoranr OH
Ham cosmanmen yenoenfl WA BTOpOro peeamma. 1 oTON CBE3W
Kak MONNTKA NQIyuuTb OF CODBHWKOS MONNEPEKY W Hauwna-
HHli HOBOrO MPABMTATHECTHA BAXHO OTMETHTER, cnenanHoe Vefi-
TenenM PAMSUAHME ,YTO OH YEe TOs0pWN ¢ Di3euxayepou o
TOM,UYTO HYEHO OyOe? HOMSIISHHO HANPABUTE NeMOORMIWSOBaH-
HEX connar p&cn;nHaEHnﬁ HEeMPUK Off EpMUY B CERIBCKO® XO-
aalficTso ¢ Tem,uT00H 00°CNOUMTE NPOLOEONLCTEEHAYD Oasy

[ HauecTHO NpuMepa OTHOLSHUA AMSPHAAHLAB K HOM-
LaM SACAYEMLEANT BHUMAHUA CRACHYDOUe PaKTH: 4TO0H HeHTn -
YUTh y4YacTHes HEwlles B IepeMoHun BCTDoUM CONBHWKOE HA
asponpome ToBapWn Cepos olpaTwicd ¢ npockOOf K amepu-
KadllaM,0aTh yHasaHu® SanepEaTh HE;iIREH B caumilere noxa

npojiner npues C NOYSTHHM Kapaylou. AM®pURaHIY nonpocw-

¥ B OIBAT HA 210,0pl8HUS0UBATE TaKym SAN9pEKY HOMUISE C

NOMOmBL HAWEX ODMIAPOB ,TaK Kaik uM He xoranoch ‘AepTHTH
: L7
OTHOUSHUA € HEulAKH. Ynowsnyrui Buue ﬂnnenginuﬂp.‘ ;

DpexpacHo saaneem Hauenkym Asuxom, 10 ger padoran B

TepuaRg® B KaUeCTBR ANBOKATA W BEHHMaeTCA cefiuac B mTA-~
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auepHKaHcKull paseenuMK NeiTeHAHT PeHepanbLHOro mraca
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llpcuy wes@HuTE Ba sanepxky wHPOpMAUME,TaK Kak
nBoe CcyToK aGcomnTHO Ges cua,0HIN HA MECTE BCTPAUM B

OTpHbBE OT palnw ¥ (el BOSMOXKHOCTH NOBBOHMTE no 0.9.

¥ I0 I10/V-45 rona.
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People's Artist of Russia
Vladimir Mashkov:

1
—

"There's no need for
us if we are not at the
forefront of the fight."

RAZVEDCHZK
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Vladimir Lvovich, first of all, we would like to
congratulate you on the outstanding premiere
(Ed. note: on the eve of the 80t anniversary of
the Great Victory, a film about the defenders
of the Brest Fortress, based on the story by
B. Vasiliev, “Not on the Lists", was released)!
What interested you personally in this story?

The war films “The Dawns Here Are Quiet”,
“Tomorrow Was the War”, “One-Two, Soldiers
Were Going...” and “Officers”, which we all love
very much, were based on the works of Boris
Vasiliev. It so happened that the first screen
adaptation of the story "Not on the Lists" (Ed.
note — "I Am a Russian Soldier", 1995) is not
widely known, although | believe it to be one of
the most stunning books about the war.

"Not on the Lists" is indeed a great piece of
work. The entire story is imbued with the life of
the author himself. And we have very accurate-
ly and carefully recreated all the circumstances
of this difficult but extremely important story to
inspire people.

This is a lieutenant's prose. The main charac-
ter is just entering the world, and in 300 days
he becomes the god of war. This is that very
Unknown Soldier, monuments to whom are
erected all over the country today. He was not
on the lists — he does not exist. Yet he exists
and he won! The main role of Lieutenant Pluzh-
nikov is played by the actor of the Oleg Taba-
kov Theater Vladislav Miller.

Another important premiere took place in Feb-
ruary of this year: the play “Call sign Silence”
was staged on the Sovremennik Theatre — a
true story about one of the participants in the
Special Military Operation. In fact, this is the

Vladimir Lvovich Mashkov
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"Not on the Lists" is indeed a great piece
of work. The entire story is imbued with

the life of the author himself. And we
have very accurately and carefully

recreated all the circumstances of this
difficult but extremely important story

to inspire people.

first project by a large and famous troupe about
today's acute and painful events. Can you tell
us how the idea for this production was born?

As | have said more than once, now is the time
of documentary filmmakers. | often meet sol-
diers and with the wounded people in hospi-
tals. And | always urge them: “Guys, you have
an incredible personal experience. In such bor-
derline situations in which you have been, liter-
ally between life and death, the highest mean-
ings of human existence are revealed. Write
down everything you remember. Here and
now, you can share your memories and feel-
ings and tell your contemporaries and future
generations the realities of life.”

In this regard, | recall the words of Konstantin
Sergeyevich Stanislavski, who said: “Reality
can only be reflected by the art of great truth,
great feelings and great ideas.”

The play “Call sign Silence” was created as
part of the project “SVOi. True-life Stories”
(SVOi- one’s own), which raised a topic that is
most important for all of us — the need for a
frank conversation about the Special Military
Operation.

Was born on November 27,1963 in Tula. Graduated from the Moscow Art Theater School named after A.P. Chekhov
(Oleg Tabakov's course). He has worked at the Oleg Tabakov Theater since its opening in 1987. Since 2018, he has
been the artistic director of the Oleg Tabakov Theater and Theater School. In 2023, he was elected chairman of the
Union of Theater Workers of Russia. In 2024, he took the position of artistic director of the Sovremennik Theater.
He has starred in more than 50 films and TV series, including “Piranha’, “Oligarch’, “Tycoon: A New Russian”, “Flight
Crew’, and “Going Verticle”. He is a People's Artist of Russia (2010), a laureate of the Russian Government Prize in
Culture (2019), Nika, TEFI, Golden Eagle and many other awards.
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V.Mashkov as
merchant Vanyushin
in the play “Heirs”,

2024
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We are grateful to the Presidential Fund for
Cultural Initiatives for their support in preparing
this performance, and, of course, to the Ministry
of Culture of the Russian Federation. Special
thanks to the “Tavrida” art cluster. It was there
that the creators of the performance were able
to meet with the participants and veterans of
the SVO, and begin work on the production.

It was a very interesting experience for us.
Oleg Antonov, head of the literary department
at the Tabakov Theatre and the Sovremennik
Theatre, and Sevastyan Smyshnikov, an actor
at the Tabakov Theatre, immersed themselves
in the story of SVO veteran Lieutenant Artem

Vasilyuk. Conversation with him and his sto-
ries formed the basis for the play “Call sign Si-
lence”. Several days of his life contained com-
plex and tragic events: leaving for the Special
Operation, the betrayal of a loved one, the bat-
tle itself and the most important decision in his
life: to surrender or to fight, to survive or to die!
At the end of this confession, the viewers will
have only one question: “Could | do that?”

Judging by the comments, it seems to me that
we have created a very sincere, poignant and
honest story about a real person. It is impor-
tant that we managed to understand and share
feelings of people connected with the subject
of the SVO. We invited soldiers who participat-
ed in the Special Operation, their family mem-
bers, and war correspondents to the premier.
And they all noted the depth of emotions, sin-
cerity and authenticity of the story presented
on stage.

By the way, this was the first joint performance
by our two theaters: the play was staged by
Oleg Tabakov Theater actor Sevastyan Smysh-
nikov, and the main character was played by
Sovremennik Theatre actor Nikolai Klyamchuk.

Do you intend to continue working on the topic
of SVO?

It is very important to raise the topic of SVO
today. We must begin to tell ourselves what it
is about. As the Soviet psychologist Lev Vygot-
sky very accurately formulated: “Art is a way of
balancing a person with the world in the most
important and difficult moments of life.”

Patriotism, love for the Motherland, which are so
much talked about today in relation to the Spe-
cial Operation, do not appear at birth, they need
to be nurtured, including on the basis of works
of art and the real-life experiences of people.
And it is the soldiers at the front, as well as the
films and performances created with their par-
ticipation, that will form the basis for this.

At the same time, | want to emphasize that love
for the Motherland cannot be imitated. And this
must be taken into account by both authors
when creating works, and by artists when go-
ing on stage. The audience see through any-
thing insincere. They will no longer believe you.

NO 2 (11) June 2025

Continuing with the theme of patriotism: Oleg
Tabakov's Theatre was the first in Moscow to
display the SVO symbol on the building's fore-
side — the letter Z. Thereby, both you and the
theatre's staff openly expressed a civic posi-
tion. This runs counter to the common view-
pointin the theatre and, more broadly, cultural
environment of our country that art is sup-
posed to be beyond politics. In your opinion, is
such "neutrality” justified in today's conditions?

Our theatre is a unity of individuals, each of
whom supported my decision. One simple
word begins with this letter: “mirror” (zerkalo
in Russian). In theatre there is such a concept
as "stage mirror", and this letter Z, like a mir-
ror, is a reflection of our life. We, in the theatre,
either reflect reality on the stage and live with
our country, live its victories and experiences,
or we remain on the sidelines of the country.

| remember when all these sanctions started —
initially it was the culture that was under attack.
And what does it mean to cancel our culture? It
means banning us. Specifically, each one of us.
Our language, our thoughts, our love. To ban
the entire world in which we live.

NO 2 (11) June 2025
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Love for the Motherland cannot be
imitated. And this must be taken into

account by both authors when creating

works, and by artists when going
on stage. The audience see through

anything insincere. They will no longer

believe you.

If we are not at the forefront of the fight against
this, our presence may be deemed unneces-
sary. What is the theater for, then? Why are all
these artists who are given the right to speak
from the stage and who are listened to?

Let's return to theatrical life. Ayear ago, in ad-
dition to heading Tabakerka, you took charge
of Sovremennik Theatre. How do you like this
new experience and how do you see the future
of both theaters?

The theatrical space of our country cannot be
imagined without the history of these two crea-
tive groups. These are two theaters with the

A shot from the
film “Not on the
Lists”, 2025
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V. Mashkov as Abram
Schwartz in the play
“Matrosskaya Tishina”,

2019

richest traditions and deep roots, with differ-
ent paths of formation and development, but
united by a common artistic idea and, let's say,
aesthetic preferences.

In each theatre artists adhere to a single type
of Russian psychological theatre, where the
Artist is a symbolic figure, the embodiment of
the life of the human spirit on stage. Our long-
term personal friendship and cooperation with
Galina Borisovna Volchek and Oleg Pavlovich
Tabakov were built on these same principles.

For me, leading the great Sovremennik Thea-
tre is a great honor and a huge responsibility. |
am sure that the cooperation of our two theat-
ers will enrich the repertoire, create new bright
projects and, of course, expand the audience.

For me, leading the great Sovremennik
Theatre is a great honor and a huge
responsibility. I am sure that the

cooperation of our two theaters will
enrich the repertoire, create new bright
projects and, of course, expand the
audience.
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At the end of 2023, you were elected Chair-
man of the Union of Theatre Workers of the
Russian Federation, one of the oldest public
organizations in our country, which will cel-
ebrate its 150" anniversary next year. How are
you preparing for the anniversary?

The Russian Artists Mutual Aid Society was
founded almost 150 years ago with the noble
goal of helping colleagues in need. Over the
years, it has changed its name and standing
order several times and has been constantly
developing. Today, the Union of Theatre Work-
ers of Russia is a truly all-Russian organization
comprising 80 regional branches. All of them
actively participate not only in the develop-
ment of theatrical life, but also in many socially
significant projects. And, of course, we plan to
celebrate the 150" anniversary of the Union
with the whole country: from Vladivostok to
Kaliningrad. This will be a great celebration for
both theaters and spectators.

We hope that our foreign friends will also join
the celebrations. Recently, the Union of Thea-
tre Workers of Russia signed memorandums
of cooperation with colleagues from Armenia,
Belarus and Kyrgyzstan. In addition, our Union
has a Center for the Support of Russian Theat-
er Abroad, which is active in friendly countries.
Also, this year, the International Summer Theat-
er School of the Union of Theatre Workers of
the Russian Federation is being revived, and
we invite all Russian-speaking professional ac-
tors to participate in it.

The Union branches have also opened in the
liberated territories. How is the process of
their integration into the common cultural
space progressing?

| think it is going well. The Union is already pre-
sent in the Donetsk and Lugansk People's Re-
publics. Many theaters and regional branches
of the Union have included new territories in
their tours, invite Donetsk and Lugansk theat-
ers to their places, and provide them with all
possible humanitarian aid.

At the end of April, the Union held an edu-
cational laboratory in Crimea called "Growth
Point" for young artists from local theaters and
their colleagues from the LPR and DPR, Bel-
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gorod, Rostov and Bryansk regions. Leading
stage masters, experienced directors and spe-
cialists from the capital's theater universities
acted as teachers.

In early May, in the Theater Center “Na Strast-
nom” — the main stage of the Union of Thea-
tre Workers of the Russian Federation in Mos-
cow — groups from the DPR presented their
productions. In particular, the Donetsk Repub-
lican Academic Youth Theater performed the
play “Levsha”, and the Donetsk Republican
Academic Puppet Theater — a patriotic concert
“At the Sounds of the Atrtillery”.

Both works were included in the “Golden Fund
of Russian Theatre Performances”, recently
created by the Union. We also recorded TV
versions of both performances. In general, we
are actively working in cooperation with col-
leagues from the new territories and we have
a lot of plans.

The professions of an actor and a spy are
similar in many ways: you need to be able to
transform yourself, live someone else’'s life...
Could you share a recipe with our readers on
how to properly get into character?

The complexity of an actor's work is that he
has to get used to a new role or profession in
a very short period of time, while also trying to
understand the very essence of the work of
professionals in any field, be it a pilot, a doctor,
or an intelligence officer. Such studies have al-
ways been important to me. Deep down, | see
this as the meaning of my existence, not only
on stage, but also in life.

Of course, the recipe for success here is atten-
tion: attention to detail. In my opinion, this form
the basis of any profession, not only of an actor.
Moreover, attention is something that needs to
be constantly developed, it is not something
we are born with.

In addition, you need to accustom yourself
to constant learning, discovering new things.
And, of course, must not be afraid of making
mistakes. There is a wonderful saying: success
is the movement from failure to failure without
losing enthusiasm. Therefore, the most impor-
tant thing in life is not to lose your enthusiasm
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the art of intelligence

You need to accustom yourself to
constant learning, discovering new
things. And, of course, you must not

be afraid of making mistakes. There

is a wonderful saying: success is

the movement from failure to failure
without losing enthusiasm. Therefore,
the most important thing in life is not to
lose your enthusiasm and inspiration.

and inspiration. After all, “inspiration” in transla-
tion from Russian to Russian means “to inhale
something new” (laughs). Speaking seriously, |
believe that curiosity is the most important tool
for a person’s self-development.

And finally, as the great Russian physiologist
Ivan Pavlov taught, it is important to develop
the "goal reflex" in yourself. Life is beautiful
for a person only when he moves towards a
specific goal, preferably one that is difficult to
achieve. Otherwise, life will simply stop or be-
come meaningless. %

Interviewed by
Anna Michurina

At the rehearsal in the
Oleg Tabakov Theatre,
2024
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Meeting of the heads of
the CIS Security Services
Veteran Organizations

At the end of April 2025, the heads of veteran organizations of the security
services of Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) countries gathered at
the headquarters of the Foreign Intelligence Service of the Russian Federation
(SVR). At theinvitation of the Council of Veterans of the Russian SVR, delegations
ofthe security agencies of Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, along with their official representatives to the
security services of Russia, arrived for a friendly meeting.
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In his welcoming speech to the
guests, Director of the Foreign Intel-
ligence Service of the Russian Fed-
eration Sergey Yevgenyevich Nary-
shkin emphasized the significant
role of the veteran community in en-
suring continuity and preserving the
glorious traditions of security agen-
cies. The head of the Russian SVR
stressed the effective joint efforts to
perpetuate the memory of the ex-
ploits of Soviet Cheka intelligence of-
ficers during the Great Patriotic War.
“This work is extremely important
right now, on the eve of the 80" an-
niversary of the Great Victory, when
the West is trying to shamelessly and
persistently rewrite history, deny the
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decisive role of the Soviet Union in
the defeat of fascism, and instill in
the minds of citizens of the CIS coun-
tries principles and concepts that
are completely alien to them,” noted
S.Y. Naryshkin.

The event participants laid flowers at
the sculptural composition “Father-
land, Valor, Honor” in Yasenevo and
at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
in the Alexander Garden. Then they
went to the Moscow region, where a
working meeting was held.

During the discussion, the Chair-
man of the Council of Veterans of
the Russian SVR, retired Lieutenant

circle of friends

General Mikhail Vitalyevich Pogudin
addressed the meeting: “The duty
of veterans is to pass on to the new
generation what has always united
us: the history of our countries and of
our intelligence services, the heroic
path to the Great Victory, the princi-
ples of Chekist brotherhood and the
sense of camaraderie”.

The participants at the meeting
agreed that, given the destructive as-
pirations of the West in the post-So-
viet space, their attempts to unleash
conflicts on national and religious
differences, deepening the coopera-
tion between the security agencies
and services of the CIS countries is
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becoming increasingly relevant and
necessary. The main tool for coun-
tering these trends on the part of the
veteran community is the patriotic
education of young people through
preserving the memory of the heroic
feats of the Soviet people during the
war and their contribution to the de-
feat of fascism.

Veterans of the SVR of Russia shared
their experience in solving such
problems with their colleagues. For
instance, the guests learned about
the work of veteran organizations
with schoolchildren and students
in our country and specific projects
implemented on the basis of edu-
cational institutions named after he-
roic intelligence officers (for more
details, see the following article). An
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example of successful cooperation
between the CIS countries in this
area is a contest held for Victory Day
under the patronage of the Belaru-
sian Association of Veterans of Spe-
cial Forces “Honour” in Belarusian
schools. The winners were invited to
Moscow for the celebrations. There,
they met with the winners of a similar
contest held in Russia and, in addi-
tion to other events, visited the head-
quarters of the Russian SVR.

An important aspect of the joint ac-
tivities of the CIS security services
veterans is the work on a commemo-
rative book about the contribution
made by Chekist intelligence officers
of different Soviet nationalities to the
joint Victory over fascism, which will
be published in this anniversary year.

It is noteworthy that as a result of the
research, new names of heroic in-
telligence officers from Belarus and
Uzbekistan have been added to the
“Victory in Faces” depository at the
Victory Museum of the Great Patri-
otic War on Poklonnaya Hill.

At the end of the meeting, the se-
curity services veterans adopted an
address to young employees which
was published on the websites of
security agencies, veteran organiza-
tions of the CIS countries and on so-
cial networks during the anniversary
celebrations of the Victory. In addi-
tion, a plan for further work was out-
lined: activities to preserve historical
truth, the memory of the Great War
and its heroes must be continued at
all costs. %
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An address of veterans
of intelligence services of countries of
Commonwealth of Independent States
to young employees

May 9, 2025 is a significant date for all of us. On this day, we will celebrate the
80" anniversary of the Victory over Nazi Germany in the Great Patriotic War of 1941—
1945. Undoubtedly, Victory Day is the most important, truly national and sacred holiday
that unites the population of all CIS countries.

On this day, we honour our fathers, grandfathers, great-grandfathers. They
defended their homeland, thwarted the “crusade to the East”, crushed Nazism and
brought peace. The victory came at a very high cost. All the peoples of the Soviet Union
contributed to it.

We strongly condemn any attempts by revisionist forces to rewrite history and to
downplay the role of our peoples in the defeat of Nazism, thereby undermining the deep
historical ties between our countries.

Nowadays our duty to the generation that won the Victory, defended the freedom
and independence of the Motherland is to honor the memory of the feat of our fathers
and grandfathers, to be worthy of continuing their struggle for peace and security in the
common space of the Commonwealth.

A significant contribution to the Victory was made by officers of the security
services, who, in a fierce battle with the enemy’s security agencies, at the cost of
incredible efforts, together with the Red Army and the rear, forged victory on the fronts
of the Great Patriotic War.

Dear friends, you are the heirs of the military traditions of the generation of
Winners. You will be at the forefront of the fight against numerous challenges, ranging
from international terrorism to the machinations of external forces seeking to destabilize
the Eurasian space. The well-being and dignified future of our peoples depends on the
outcome of this struggle.

We wish you great success and achievements on this path!

Adopted by veteran organizations of security services
of Azerbaijan, Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia,

Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.

April 22, 2025
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Named After Heroes
of Intelligence Service

Russia's schools

On the eve of the 80" anniversary of the Great Victory, in the Year of the Defender of the
Fatherland, many national initiatives were implemented in our country to immortalize the
memory of the heroes of the past. Among the initiatives were the all-Russian projects "Faces
of Heroes" and "School Named After a Hero", within the framework of which in different cities
of Russia, the sincerest friends — children and teenagers — remembered the exploits of
Soviet intelligence officers.

96 RAZVEDCH’K NO 2 (11) June 2025

Major Whirlwind

At the beginning of the year, the first
museum in Russia dedicated to the
Hero of Russia Aleksey Nikolaevich
Botyan opened in school No. 1 in the
Bely Yar urban settlement of the Sur-
gutsky district of the Khanty-Mansi
Autonomous Okrug — Yugra. In a few
years, it has transformed from a school
exposition into a full-fledged museum
where you can learn about the history
of the school and the settlement.

The museum is divided into several
sections: A.N. Botyan’s childhood
and youth, the beginning of his intel-
ligence career and his post-war life.
There is a stylized home corner with
his favorite armchair, rarities related
to the Great Patriotic War: combat
helmets, radio sets and ammunition.

Bely Yar students have been studying
the biography and exploits of the So-
viet intelligence officer, the prototype
of the hero of Yulian Semenov's book

“We dedicated the opening of the museum to the intelligence officer’s birthday, Febru-
ary 10, says 9™ grade student Anton Kuzmin. ‘Our hero’s daughter came and gave us
exhibits that were very valuable to us: a leather coat, suits, chess, a copy of the ‘Gold Star”
medal, books and newspapers from the post-war period. It’s so interesting to learn about
a man many of whose deeds are classified even today!”
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"Major Whirlwind", since 2019. They
regularly come to Moscow, stand
Honor Guard at the Alley of Heroes
of the Troekurovsky Cemetery, where
Aleksey Nikolaevich is buried.

High school students also act as
tour guides. Most of them are mem-
bers of the school’s military-patriotic
club “Bratstvo”, which also bears the
name of Aleksey Botyan. The chil-
dren collected materials for the exhi-
bitions, for which they met with the
intelligence officer's daughter Irina
Alekseevna Baboshkina, and visited
the Press Bureau of the Foreign Intel-
ligence Service of Russia in Moscow.

In April 2025, Tatyana Mikhailovna
Sokolova, Director of secondary
school No. 1 in Bely Yar and Honored
teacher of the Russian Federation,
visited the SVR headquarters. For her
contribution to the popularization
of the domestic intelligence history,
she was awarded a merit certificate
by the SVR Director. “Our children are
very attracted to the heroic biogra-
phy of Aleksey Botyan. Even during
his lifetime, they managed to go to
Moscow, talk to him and get permis-
sion to name a military-patriotic club
after him. The first club participants
have already graduated from school
and are now studying at universities,
and the friendship of the cadets with
the intelligence officer's family con-
tinues,” said T.M. Sokolova.
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School Named After Head
of Intelligence

In one of the previous issues,
"Razvedchik" told about Moscow
school No. 1694, which bears the
name of the head of foreign intel-
ligence during the Great Patriotic
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War, Pavel Mikhailovich Fitin. In De-
cember 2024, veterans of the se-
curity agencies proposed to name
after Pavel Mikhailovich secondary
school No. 4 in the city of Yaluto-
rovsk in the Tyumen region, where
he studied from the fourth to the
seventh grade and his character

8 4
i B O R AT

“Youth is the most important period in a person’s life. It is then that human formation
takes place and values are set’, notes 10* grade student Lena Lenskaya. / read that
during Fitin's youth, our school had a brilliant teaching staff. | think this also played a
role — it allowed him to get a good education and recommendations for entering a uni-
versity, after which Pavel Mikhailovich was noticed by intelligence. For me, Pavel Fitin is
a victorious man, and during the war this was recognized by all the intelligence services
of the world."
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began to build (see the article Fi-
tin's Youth in No. 1(10)).

On the 28" of December, the birthday
of the legend of the national intelli-
gence service, the Yalutorovsk school
wall was decorated with a banner of
P.M. Fitin. And on the anniversary of
the Victory, memorial events were
held where the name of the intelli-
gence officer was heard many times.
Local authorities are convinced that it
is necessary to popularize the heroes
of our country. It is through the history
of their native land that the new gen-
eration will better understand the his-
tory of their country.

“This is a very important direction of
development and it is a great honor
for us to become the guardians of the
memory of a historical figure of such
magnitude,” says Svetlana Vladimi-
rovna Pozdeeva, Director of the PM.
Fitin school in Yalutorovsk. ‘There is
a special military operation underway
now; and our school, like many others,
has become a participant in the ‘He-
ro’s Desk” campaign — the desk of a
graduate who did not return from the
war. We talk about these people with
the kids, and draw an analogy with the
soldiers who did not return from the
battlefields of the Great Patriotic War.
In this context, Fitin is an example of
courage, a man whose work has saved
thousands of lives."
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“Hunter” for atomic secrets

Since 2015, secondary school No.
17 in Uzlovaya, Tula region, has been
named after a legendary compa-
triot — an outstanding intelligence
officer, who worked on the atomic

project, and Hero of Russia Leonid
Romanovich Kvasnikov. In 2020, on
the occasion of the 100" anniversary
of the SVR of Russia, a park dedi-
cated to intelligence officers was
opened in Uzlovaya, with the par-
ticipation of the Director of the Ser-

“This year Leonid Kvasnikov would have celebrated his 120", says Artem Minaev, an
8t grade student. “The quiz questions were difficult, but we coped with them, because
we are well acquainted with his biography, with the details of the Russian intelligence
operation ‘Enormous”to obtain atomic secrets that have recently become known. | read
an interview with L.R. Kvasnikov. He said that he was always interested in new things, in
moving forward. | think that is the secret of success.”
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“The school itself came up with the
initiative to name it after the legend-
ary compatriot,” says the Director of
the L.R. Kvasnikov School, Honored
Worker of Education and Enlight-
enment of the Russian Federation
Natalya Alekseevna Zhemchugova.
‘Every year in October, the children
hold the Week of Remembrance dedi-
cated to Leonid Romanovich and do
research projects on his biography.
This year, we have planned a number
of interesting activities as we plan
to celebrate not only the 120" an-
niversary of L.R. Kvasnikov, but also
the 100" anniversary of scientific and
technical intelligence. The Tula region
is famous for its engineers and design-
ers. We will definitely talk about why
they chose to serve in intelligence.”

vice Sergey Yevgenievich Naryshkin.
Busts of L.R. Kvasnikov and another
honorary citizen, intelligence officer
Zoya lvanovna Voskresenskaya-Ryb-
kina, were installed.

This year, the school held a memorial
event “Life in the Name of the Mother-
land”, dedicated to L.R. Kvasnikov and
the supervisor of Soviet metallurgy
and the atomic project Avraamy Pav-
lovich Zavenyagin. Having started with
reports and speeches by students and
employees of the city museum of local
history, the meeting ended with a quiz
about the lives and work of these out-
standing compatriots.
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Twin schools

School No. 107 in Rostov-on-Don has
been named after Hero of the Soviet
Union Gevork Andreevich Vartanyan
for over seven years. The legendary
intelligence officer was born in this
city, and his name is listed in the book
of honorary citizens. Last year, in hon-
or of Vartanyan's 100" anniversary, a
bust of the Hero was installed in the
school yard, and this year, the district
patriotic project “School Named After
a Hero” was launched.

In February 2025, on the eve of the
famous intelligence officer's birth-

day, Rostov students held a telecon-
ference with students from Moscow
School No. 2070, which also bears
the name of Gevork Andreevich. In
addition, a Cooperation Agreement
was signed between the schools to
foster respect in students for history,
memorable dates, heroic events, and
individuals who performed feats in
the name of the Motherland.

It is noteworthy that the name of Ge-
vork Andreevich unites students not
only in Russia. School No. 192 in Ye-
revan (Armenia) also bears the name
of G.A. Vartanyan. Armenian stu-
dents participated in the teleconfer-

“Gevorg Vartanyan is a legendary intelligence officer whose life became an example of
courage, devotion and love for the Motherland,”says Arina Azarova, a 9" grade student
at a Rostov school, chairperson of the Council of the First Voroshilovsky District of
Rostov-on-Don. - His name now unites not only the students of our school. Even at
a distance of hundreds of kilometers, we can be close if we are connected by common
memories and values. The children from Moscow told about an exhibition of portraits of
Gevork Andreevich's colleagues, which took place in their school and allowed them to

learn more about many intelligence heroes."

100 RAZVEDCHZK

“It is important that the connec-
tion between schools is growing
stronger,” notes Sergei Sergeevich
Altukhov, Director of Rostov school
No. 107. “This allows us to preserve
history and open new pages together.
The fates of Gevork Andreevich and
his comrade-in-arms Goar Levonovna
remain classified, but we will await
and catch any information about their
exploits. We are ready for a broad
dialogue on the topic of intelligence
activities during the war. Today it is
obvious that the defeat of the fas-
cists near Moscow might not have
happened without the victory near
Rostov in November 1941. However,
those battles are mentioned, if only
in passing.”

ence with their Russian peers with no
less interest.

It should be noted that the story of
the Vartanyan couple, who took an
active part in ensuring the security
of the Tehran Conference as teenag-
ers during the war, inspires students
to tell their story from the stage. For
several years, the play “Light Caval-
ry” dedicated to the exploits of Ge-
vork and Gohar has been performed
in different cities of Russia. It was
first staged by students of School
No. 7 in Lyantor, Surgutsky District,
Khanty-Mansi Autonomous Okrug —
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Yugra in 2023. As part of the cel-
ebration of the 80" anniversary of
the Victory, the play was staged
by alumni of the Young Spectator’s

Theatre of the Myasnikovsky District
House of Culture “ARTist” from the
Rostov region and brought to the
capital in April 2025. %

Andranik Pudyan (actor who played Gevork): “The play was first staged for the 80°" anniversary
of the Tehran Conference.And now the ‘cavalry”is conquering Moscow. All the names of the main
characters are iconic. In short: in 1943, Ivan Agayants, who headed the illegal station in Iran,
recruited a group of volunteer assistants to detect saboteurs, whom he jokingly called the “Light
Cavalry”: six youngsters, the eldest of whom, Gevork, was 19 years old, and one 16-year-old
Gohar, a girl with pigtails. They worked 16 hours a day!”

Elizaveta Babayan (actress who played Gohar): “The German operation codenamed Long
Jump'was foiled by the “Light Cavalry’. It's hard to imagine today, but teenagers really did
save the leaders of the Big Three. Had they not interfered with the Nazis' insidious plans,
the outcome of the war could have been completely different.”

HOW TO BECOME AN INTELLIGENCE OFFICER?
We are often asked how to become an intelligence officer.

We are authorized to declare:
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Director of the play Olga Demidova:
"For us, the tapic of intelligence seemed
very complicated, there was little infor-
mation about the intelligence officers,
because the Vartanyans were only de-
classified 20 years ago. The parents who
would have told their children about
their exploits had not yet grown up. We
were afraid that the play would not be
accepted, but we still participated with
this production in the "Theater Spring"
competition. The reaction of both the
Jjury and the audience amazed us: they
applauded us standing, the theme of
love and heroism touched everyone
very much. Then we performed the play
in the All-Russian patriotic project "Sons
and Daughters of the Fatherland’, took
first place and were invited to Moscow.
We will also stage the next play on the
topic of intelligence. The working title is
‘Nuclear Shield”.

A citizen of the Russian Federation aged 22 to 30 with a higher education (master's degree/state specialist's

degree), capable of fulfilling the duties assigned to him/her based on his/her personal and business qualities
and health condition, may become an employee of the SVR of Russia.

Documents required for making a decision on the possibility of considering a citizen as a candidate for enrollment
in the Service (application forms, photographs, a copy of the passport, etc.) should be sent by registered mail

More information:
WWW.SVr.gov.ru

via Russian Post to the following address: Foreign Intelligence Service of the Russian Federation, P.0. Box 510,
Main Post Office, Moscow, 101000, or handed over in person to the Press Bureau of the Foreign Intelligence
Service of Russia to the following address: Moscow, Ostozhenka Str., 51, Bldg. 1.
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Volunteer's diary

In "Razvedchik" No. 3 (8) of 2024, we told about an employee of the Russian
Foreign Intelligence Service who devotes all her free time to volunteer work: she
takes care of the wounded in hospitals, takes part in collecting and delivering
parcels to the front. At the same time, she keeps travel notes, which we would
like to offer to your attention.

Text: Irina Zorina
Drawings: Sergey Dorozhenko

! From Latin Legenda —
“that which must be
read.” Tells about a
miracle as a reliable
event.

2"Zero" is the first
hospital, often a field
one, to receive patients
from the war zone.
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"Legenda"

Dedicated to Svetlana O.

At the beginning of the special military operation,
she was the third girl in the hospital's trauma de-
partment. Now, unfortunately, the count is differ-
ent. Very serious injuries. They brought her in a
blanket. Her legs were practically torn off, she was
wounded in the stomach, her liver was torn, her
left arm was crushed. Doctors are fighting for her
legs — operations are carried out every other day.
| have a task: to find out if a nurse is needed, how
severe the psychological state is, whether she
eats, etc. While driving | imagine how | will enter,
what | will say — | am preparing.

| recall Zhenya, who was brought in with a Cargo
200 after a drone attack six months ago. Apart
from his right leg, nothing was left of the guy. Not
even his face. Not even his eyes. He was put in a
bag. They started to dismantle him in Moscow —
the bag showed signs of life. That’s how he end-
ed up in Burdenko Hospital.

After a regular operation he disappeared. We
didn’t know whether to pray for him as if he were
alive or dead. On the morning of January 1st | re-
ceived a photo from my “commander” (the senior
in the group). | opened it and there was our Zhenya
in a wheelchair. Sitting! Alive! And the text at the
bottom: “Irina, greetings from Zhenya!” It was a real
miracle. Zhenya said: “When | get up, | will go to
hospitals, raising the spirit of the guys! Apparently,
this is my mission now.” And I'm imagining a per-
son like him lying there, all in bandages, a fighter.

| enter the ward and freeze. In front of me is the
Sleeping Beauty: sable eyebrows, doll-like eye-

lashes, beautifully outlined lips, a baby forehead.
God has spared such beauty. The hairstyle looks
strange — a crew-cut. The hair is light brown,
the color of milk chocolate. Only where the legs
should be, there is a large iron structure under the
sheet. The left arm of an unnatural color lies life-
lessly in the llizarov apparatus. This is the second
year | have been coming here, so | immediately
understand that most of the bone is gone.

| sat down on a chair thinking: "I'll wait until you
wake up..." Then in the silence a familiar sound —
they're pushing a trolley with lunch, it's 2:00 PM.
They woke up the Sleeping Beauty. Big brown
eyes look questioningly. I'm in a white coat, she
doesn't understand: "Maybe a doctor?"

— | am a volunteer, my name is Irina, call sign
“Snegurochka” (the guys at the hospital gave me
a call sign because | bring gifts).

She smiled such a sunny smile, completely im-
possible in this disfigured body, exhausted by
operations.

— Can you lift your head?

— No, they feed me as | am.

And again a smile. Eats little.

— The doctors say | have to, | try to eat. | used to
not eat at all when | was really bad.

After lunch we got to talking. Sveta told how a
drone exploded next to her, how the evacuation
took place under attack, how they brought her,
wounded, into a house, and the drones set it on fire,
“smoked them out”, mocked, though they saw that it
was a Cargo 300 (the wounded). How they drove to
the “zero™ under fire. She remembers everything...
How her practically torn-off legs hung, she remem-
bers how her head burst into flames like a torch (it's
good that she was wearing a hat — the skin was
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preserved). In Sevastopol she fell into a coma, four
days later she came to. She remembers how she
was deciding where to go — to Moscow or to St.
Petersburg, and someone said: “We need to go to
Burdenko. They work miracles there.”

— By the way, did miracles happen there?

— Of course! They happened almost every day!
— Tell me.

— We had an evacuation, taking a three-hun-
dredth to the "zero". Suddenly the car stopped
and wouldn’t go either back or forth. Stalled,
broke down. And the drone flew forward and ex-
ploded right where we were supposed to be at
that second.

Her speech is northern. Simple, clear. Svetlana
is from Yaroslavl, went to the SVO zone after her
husband, signed a contract. Higher education. IT
specialist.

— Are there many believers there?

— Almost everyone! Everyone becomes real
there, the masks fall off instantly.

It's time to measure the temperature. 39.5. The
temperature is constantly high — many injuries, a
lot of iron in the body.

I'm leaving the hospital, and a tall guy in the hos-
pital's signature blue striped pajamas with a star
is coming towards me. He looks like the Grass-
hopper from the movie "Only ‘Old Men’ Are Going
into Battle." He's holding bags and a funny little
toy monkey. He's trying to tell me something. I've
never heard anyone stutter so much in my life.

— Concussion? — | ask.

He nods.

— Do we need to distribute humanitarian aid?
He nods again.
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| took the bag with fruit and went through the
wards again. That's how | came back to Svetlana. |
go in and there stands this Grasshopper, opening
a box. There's a big glass flask in it, with a flower
inside — a real rose. Blue, though. You can tell
right away that a boy chose it. The toy monkey is
sitting on a chair.

— Oh, look, we have guests!

And Sveta told me:

— This is Yura, our medic, he is from my compa-
ny. He has been here for the second month. Such
a coincidence.

Yura has a delayed reaction to concussion. After
vacation, he felt bad on the way back. The guy
almost died. "This only happens to doctors," he
partially says, and | guess partially myself. He’s
smiling. He is from St. Petersburg, father of five.

| couldn't get Svetlana out of my head the whole
evening and the whole next morning. Even
though she wasn't on the list, | went to the hos-
pital, bought some flowers, and barely made it
through the checkpoint.

| enter the ward. Svetlana is sleeping with a toy
in her hand, a suffering wrinkle on her forehead,
breathing heavily. And the old nurse is already
pushing her cart:

— Lunch! Lunch!

Now I'll feed you, our beauty. Forgive me my
shaking hands.

And Svetlana's call sign is "Legenda". It wasn't
her — the fighters came up with it. Because it's
impossible to believe that such beauty can be
there, in the fire.

literature club
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* Bismillahi-r-rahmani-
r-rahim — in the name
of Allah, the Beneficent,
the Merciful. The
phrase is found at the
beginning of every sura
of the Quran, except the
ninth. It is pronounced
before the beginning of
any important matter,
prayer, and often
documents (letters,
contracts, appeals,
wills) begin with it.

*Translated from
Arabic — pure,
immaculate, innocent.

> Psalter, Psalms
8:4,33:2.
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Muslim
Bismillah®

| am an Orthodox Christian — | have always
been, and will be. But that is how life works: we
find ourselves next to people of other faiths,
and that is normal.

That day we were assigned to be on duty with a
Muslim woman. Tahira* looks about 50 years old,
she is a calm, focused, stately woman, in a hijab,
in a dress to the heels. Sometimes 20 or more
wounded pass through her hands in a day.
Takhira is a professional hairdresser and volun-
teer — she gives several days a week to the mil-
itary hospital. It seems that her hands never get
tired — as if she was born with scissors. It takes
your breath away when you see how quickly
and deftly she works. And if after a combat skull
injury the head is deformed... So lightly, like a
butterfly with its wing, she barely touches the
hair, and now this terrible hole in the guy’s head
is not noticeable — a skillful model haircut. He
looks in the mirror and feels delight! Maybe
(most likely), for the first time in all his time in the
hospital he is pleased with himself — he likes
his reflection.

The wounded come on crutches, arrive in
wheelchairs, locked in the llizarov appara-
tus. Here they brought a blind soldier by the
hand. He will have a beautiful haircut. Sitting
in line, some look with distrust, others loudly
joke, sometimes comment on the work of the
master: "Come on, cut off his beard! And ears,
make his ears shorter!" Others demonstratively
turn up the volume on their mobile devices to
maximum... But, once in the chair, everyone
becomes quiet, freezes and, it seems, even

breathes more quietly, while Takhira surrounds
them with her motherly care, pours out the
warm light of her soul. What is she thinking
about at this moment? | know. She talks to Allah
about each of them. Prays for these boys. They
are all boys to her — a little younger or older
than her son.

"Wow, even better than at the hairdresser's!" —
a surprised and joyful voice is heard. And mis-
chievous rays shoot out of her eyes. "Inshallah,
my dear! God's will be done!" — she answers
him and laughs.

They wait for her, ask when she is on duty,
recommend her to their ward mates. More
and more come, asking for a nice haircut. It is
amazing to see how a person who seemed so
grown up, tired, is transformed after a haircut —
a handsome, smiling young man. Her "patients"
look at each other, at their reflection and see
not war and injuries, but something else, forgot-
ten, erased from memory — a past peaceful life.
And this is so important. It Brings them BACK.
They bring Tahira candies, cookies, chocolates.
In response, she waves her hands, refuses,
smiles. When she smiles, everyone rejoices,
because her warm light then embraces every-
one.

It has long been dark outside. Tahira works until
the hospital closes for the night. Next to her in
the common room where she works are three
boys, two of them are playing backgammon.
The TV is on, showing the news — SVO, ongo-
ing battles... Calmly and with dignity, real men,
who were on the front lines just yesterday, who
lost their legs there, silently continue the game.
Their thoughts are turned inward. What do their
eyes see at this moment, when the sound of
exploding shells is heard?... Everyone is silent.
The hair clippers are buzzing.

Tahira prays several times a day. Now she will
finish work, take out her rug, which means |, too,
have 10 minutes to thank God for another day.
Our Lord is one, but the Orthodox do not pray
with non-believers. | go out to the common bal-
cony. Today we worked on the 15™ floor. The city
is in lights. The sky is strewn with stars. The soul
is full. “When | consider thy heavens, the work of
thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou
hast ordained; what is man, that thou art mind-
ful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest
him? | will bless the Lord at all times; his praise
shall continually be in my mouth.”™
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Miracle

June 13. Avdeyevka. A wounded machine gun-
ner is being evacuated from the front line. His
name is Aleksey, he is 48 years old. He is from
the Urals, the city of Kurgan.

| am sitting next to him now in the military hos-
pital, and he is telling me his extraordinary
story. At five o'clock in the evening, there is a
huge line of wheelchair users in the hospital
buffet. Of all the people in the room, three are
standing on their own, and two girls who are
serving. Aleksey is one of them, and we have
plenty of time to talk.

He is of medium height, dark-haired, with
beautiful eyes — large, brown. His gaze is seri-
ous, focused, as if he is looking into himself.
He speaks with difficulty and quietly because
of his injuries, but his speech is good, calm,
correct.

— By any chance, your mother is not a teach-
er?

— No, my mother worked in a defense plant
all her life.

Since childhood, Aleksey was fond of sports:
swimming, karate. He grew up a patriot, he
loved his grandfather — a hero of the Great Pa-
triotic War, a tankman.

— His entire chest was covered in medals,
that’s how we buried him.

Aleksey served in the Northern Fleet, in the
Marines, on the Kola Peninsula. When he went
to the SVO, he didn't tell his people (it was clear
that they wouldn't let him go). When his mother
and wife found out — how many tears there
were!

Aleksey is a gas and electric welder. A very
good specialist. They took him to the SVO as
an electrician, but he refused and asked to go
to the front line, to the assault units.

— | worked enough as an electrician in civil-
ian life. | was the best machine gunner during
training.

And so, on June 13, his difficult (under fire)
evacuation is underway. They generally try
to destroy the machine gunners first — they
cause a lot of damage to the enemy. First, Alek-
sey was attacked by a drone. He fell wounded,
but moved, then they added a mortar.

When they pulled him out, they decided he
was Cargo 200. His chin was crushed, his teeth
were knocked out, half his tongue was cut off,
there was a hole in his forehead the size of an
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egg. A fragment of about two by three cen-
timeters went inside his head and came out...
through his forehead. What could have re-
mained untouched? A dead man, they thought.
But his heart was beating. He tried to get up.
He lost consciousness. On the plane — to Mos-
cow — to the Burdenko.

A month in intensive care. Four cardiac arrests.
Then he came to.

— | woke up — | felt so good. | sat up in bed.
I’'m sitting. Looking. The whole staff came run-
ning — they are also looking. | ask: “How long
have | been lying there?” They are silent. They
look away. “Can anyone hear me?” | say. “How
long have | been lying there?” They answer:
“A month.” “So, | haven’t smoked for a month?
Give me a light” They unfroze: “How are you
supposed to smoke now?!” But they took pity
on me and ran to ask someone, probably the
head doctor.

— Aleksey, when you were in a coma for a
month, did you see anything? Do you remem-
ber anything?

— | remember that | felt fine. It was as if | was
talking to someone and even, it seems, talking
to my late father. And when | came to, whole
delegations of doctors were coming, looking,
surprised. One doctor said: “You weren’t born
in a shirt, you were born in a sweatshirt! Your
optic nerves are not affected, you see perfectly
well, you breathe on your own. You eat on your
own. The symmetry of your face is not broken,
only there is a hole in your forehead the size of
an egg yolk. How could a fragment have taken
such a trajectory?” Everyone was perplexed.

g
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— Were you without a helmet?

— Why without a helmet? It was hot, so |
raised it higher. And if | had put it on properly,
that would have been it, the splinter wouldn't
have flown out, would have started wandering
around in my head and smashed everything.
— Are you religious?

Aleksey takes out a silver pectoral cross by the
chain, kisses and hides it. | have never seen
such large crosses on secular people.

— What is faith for you?

— Hope for the best.

Aleksey is a believer. He went to the SVO with
a prayer book. His mother is deeply religious.
After he was wounded, he was listed as miss-
ing in action for a month. What his family had to
endure — only God knows.

Aleksey has a robust family — 29 years togeth-
er with his wife. Elena has got golden hands, a
chef. She makes cakes — a feast for the eyes.
Daughter, also Elena (the eldest), has already
given birth to a granddaughter, and son Victor
is only 10 years old — everything is still ahead.
— What gives you a feeling of happiness?

— Knowing that | have a family and they are
doing well.

Aleksey says that after what he went through,
he became a different person, even thinks dif-
ferently. He will go to work as a civilian and, of

course, will help his guys who stayed to fight
with all his might. He also thanks God very
much for everything.

| didn't even ask Aleksey's call sign; in the hos-
pital he was given him a new one — "Miracle".
And there is no explanation as to how the frag-
ment entered through the chin, made its way
inside the head, and exited through the fore-
head, without touching the brain or the visual
and auditory nerves. In the Christian under-
standing, true miracles are accomplished by
the action of Divine grace.

The Legend of Anton

To Svetlana and Anton O.

In the sunlight, the shadows of the birch
branches play on the wall of the hospital room.
Legenda is sitting next to me, but | can see
from her eyes that she is not here now. We are
talking about Anton, her husband. This is a very
important and difficult conversation, because
Anton is no longer alive. But we need to write
about him. We need to tell the legend about
Anton. And Legenda says:

— | was working at the Chamber of Commerce
and Industry at the time. | rode my bike to
work — at the same time every day. For two
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years he just looked at me and didn’t dare ap-
proach me. And after two years | changed my
schedule and went two hours later. And then
he couldn’t take it anymore.

A fair-haired, grey-eyed young man stopped
me on the road and said in a breaking voice: "l
thought | had lost you." And then suddenly: "I'm a
stove-maker." He thought that | wouldn't want to
talk to a stove-maker. But at that time he already
had two higher educations: economics, and
physics and mathematics. He also had a third,
specialized one — cook (he really loved to cook).
— Why did he go to work as a stove-maker?
— Anton said that he loved to give warmth. He
wanted people to use the results of his work
and be happy. And numbers are numbers, he
said, you can’t touch them, they won’t warm
you up.

For a whole year | looked at him, distrustful.
And then somehow | let go of everything and it
was as if my eyes were opened: | saw honesty,
and kindness, and masculinity, and reliabil-
ity. He proposed to me as a surprise. A Ferris
wheel opened in our city — tall, beautiful, with
lighting. We went for a ride. And at the very top
he proposed to me. And gave me a beautiful
ring. Like in the movies.

With him | realized the value of family life...
Anton's entire family is military. Grandparents as
well. And it was a real blow to him not to pass
the medical examination (his eyesight failed).
The impossibility of continuing the family tra-
dition was very burdensome. Anton received
a patriotic education following the example of
his family. For him, Fatherland, Duty, Homeland,
Honor were not just words. He loved history
and knew it well, understood politics, followed
the situation in the country. Therefore, when the
military operation began, he immediately began
to think about how to volunteer.

Legend, too, was eager to go there in her soul.

She couldn't stay away, she wanted to help .

people, her Motherland. She felt she was need-
ed there. They sat down one day and talked.
And it turned out that they were both looking
in the same direction. Anton tried to dissuade

Svetlana. For the first time, he tried to influence

her decision. No way!..

— So we went together. That's how we ended
up in the same company. But first there was a
conversation with my 17-year-old daughter. |
explained to Dasha that her life would change
a lot and that she would have more responsibil-
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ity: "You'll finish school without us, you’ll go to
college... Think about it. Then you tell me your
decision." We thought we'd have to wait a long
time. But that same evening: "If you do this, I'll
be proud of you!" Such decisions don't come
easy. She's just a girl, but what fortitude!

— When you arrived at the company, how did
people react to the fact that you were a mar-
ried couple?

— No one believed that we were husband and
wife. We even had to show our passports. They
couldn’t believe that wife and husband went to
war together. And Anton and | were very dif-
ferent:

He is cautious — | am impulsive,
He needs to think — | do,
He is compliant — | am stubborn,
He pays attention to details —
| see the general picture immediately,
He is trusting — | am a skeptic,

He is tactful — | am straightforward,
He is reasonable — | am hot-tempered,
He is soft — | am sharp,

He is calm — | am temperamental.

Legenda is speaking, and | remember the lines
from the poem "Eugene Onegin": "They came
together. Wave and stone, poetry and prose, ice
and fire are not so different from each other.."

— We had our wedding anniversary THERE. |
reminded Anton on purpose, but he didn’t show
it. In the evening, | returned to the dugout, | got
flowers! Not wild ones — a real bouquet! How
did he get them?.. The market was far from us.
And a gift — a watch, | really needed it — the old
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¢ Fly — control drones.

" Parasport —a
combination of the
words paraplegia
(paraparesis) and sport.
Atype of sport that is
practiced by people with
physical and intellectual
disabilities.
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one started to fog up. And also a grenade with a
ribbon that said: “If you’re in a bad mood — pull
out the pin and throw!” Anton laughed: “| never
thought I'd give my wife a grenade!”

— Sveta, were there critical, dangerous situa-
tions when you were side by side?

— Yes, we worked in the same crew (two of
us, that is), both "flying"®. They spotted us and
started hitting us in the eyes. We were hiding
in a half-destroyed five-story building. Anton
pushed me away, and a second later a kami-
kaze drone exploded there. He saved my life.
He said he just felt it.

Legenda looks thoughtfully, as if into herself.
Who does she see? A fair-haired, grey-eyed
boy in love? Or a mature man who has made
a decision that has changed his life? A fighter
in a trench next to her? | remain silent. | cannot
interfere — they are close now.

Are there many women who went THERE with
their husbands?.. Who chose such a fate?..
They, like stars, shine from an unattainable
height — it is so natural for them. May their light
never go out.

k3kok

On February 10, 2024, Svetlana O. received
severe injuries to both legs, arms, and internal
organs. She is being treated in a military hospi-
tal. On April 10, Anton O. died on the front lines.
Eternal memory...

Wings

In November 2024, the para-basketball team
"Wings of Leopard" became the champion of
Russia. Wheelchair basketball is similar to clas-
sic basketball — the same size of the court, the
same height of the rings. Despite the fact that
the athletes are partially immobilized, training
is regular, for several hours. Any sport is for
people with a strong spirit, but para-sport’ is
more than just a fight for medals, it is the high-
est manifestation of will.

On the screen is a team player, in the recent
past — a fighter of the SVO. He has gained
weight, grown a beard, but | recognize him...
This was my “first” fighter and my first visit to a
military hospital.

That day we brought Rustam a new mobile
phone to replace the old one, which had been
broken by a mine blast from a silent "Polka"

mine: "l didn't even immediately understand
what had happened, and then | just fell apart
like dominoes." He was lying to the right by the
wall, sullen and tense. Instead of legs... what
can | say, they didn't look like legs at all. His
arm was in about the same condition. And iron,
iron... in his legs, in his arm.

| remember he stubbornly refused to take the
phone for free. We barely persuaded him — he
wasn’t used to it. Rustam almost never had any
requests, the only one was bananas, he really
likes them. | always tried to leave a few for him,
but one day | came empty-handed. | started
apologizing, and he said: “You have no idea
what it means for us, after what we’ve seen,
just to look into people’s eyes.”

Then he was transferred to another depart-
ment, but | still went to see him — after eve-
ryone else, before leaving, because no mat-
ter how psychologically difficult my day was,
after talking to him, | returned “to the world”
inspired. How he managed it is a mystery. But
this bedridden pale man (they say about such
people: “only eyes are left”) possessed ardent
faith, a steely character, an inquisitive mind,
a sense of humor and iron self-control. Later,
| came across the fact several times that the
most lively and playful guy in the ward was the
most hopelessly bedridden.

In the ward with Rustam, on the next bed, lay
the warrior Zaur. The amazing Zaur from Kabar-
dino-Balkaria — a man of encyclopedic knowl-
edge and a wonderful conversationalist. We
thought that he was a history teacher at some
university, but he turned out to be a worker in
a technical specialty. “l just got my education in
the Soviet Union,” he used to say. At that time,
his nephew was also in the hospital and also
seriously wounded.

Rustam respected Zaur very much, called him
"Commander". During that difficult time for him,
Zaur gave him great moral support. And then a
wonderful story happened.

The guys spent about three months in the
same ward, and then after another operation,
Rustam was transferred straight from the op-
erating room to another department. And the
"Commander" was sent home. Rustam was
very upset that he had not exchanged contacts
with his comrade. And so | come to the hospi-
tal one Saturday, | go in, and see a soldier on
crutches standing by the coffee machine. Our
eyes met:
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— Is that you?!l!

The joy was such as if | had met a fellow coun-
tryman in a foreign land. Zaur threw down his
crutches, | rushed to him, we hugged.

— How is Rustam?

— I'm going to him.

— Is he walking?

— No.

And | led Zaur through the departments to Rus-
tam.

— We have a tradition: if you bring good news,
you must first say: “A gift from you!”

— Got it! Yes, comrade "Commander".

| enter the room and say:

— Rustam, hello, a gift from you!

— Why, what do you mean!?

And then Zaur comes out from behind me on
crutches. Rustam starts shouting:

— "Commander"! And I thought | LOST you in life!
| left the ward then... | will never forget that
meeting. And Zaur said later:

— Look, | came here for three days to see the
doctors, and | only went down for a minute to
pour some coffee, we could have not met!

It turns out that we couldn’t help but meet,
Comrade “Commander”.

Rustam says that Zaur has more than one or
two Orders of Courage, but he keeps quiet
about himself, being modest. For example, |
only found out a year later that he graduated
from military school early, was sent to the bor-
der with Afghanistan to a special operations
battalion, where he became a group com-
mander.

When Rustam (call sign "Rahman") volunteered
for the SVO, he already had two children, and
his wife was pregnant with a third:

— Why did you go?

— And who will protect my land?

That's how he ended up in the assault group
of the combat unit "Akhmat". When it was time
for his wife to give birth, he returned home. He
named his son Akhmat — after the name of the
unit that had become his family. He held his
son in his arms — and went back to his broth-
ers. He speaks briefly about that time: "We
worked. We fought...". He later recalls his injury:
"The group worked immediately. The brothers
pulled me out!"

Rustam was threatened with amputation of
both limbs, but through incredible efforts of
first a field surgeon, then surgeons at the Bur-
denko Hospital (more than 30 operations), the
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fighter's legs were saved. Unfortunately, Rus-
tam can hardly walk, but this has not become
a disaster, he has not folded his wings. Despite
the very difficult life situation at that time, Rus-
tam found the strength to support others. For
example, Svetlana "Legenda", who received
severe injuries and was in critical condition.
After his first trip home, Rustam said: “It wasn’t
easy at first, but my family helped me a lot, es-
pecially my youngest, Akhmat. He was always
with me and | had to keep moving...”

If you look around, there will definitely be
someone nearby who will support you, who
will not let you fall, who will become, at least
for a while, your wings. The field surgeon who
did not amputate what seemed to be hopeless
legs, "Commander" Zaur, the volunteer who
called his relatives and said: "Your Rustam is
ALIVE! " — and many, many people sent to us
from above.

So Rustam, his example, his ardent faith, his
power and strength of spirit will become wings
for many who find themselves in difficult life cir-
cumstances. It is no coincidence that the name
of the team he now plays for sounds so sym-
bolic — "Wings of Leopard". %
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wind of victory

*Wind of Victory”
blows over Crimea

Text: Aleksey Alekseevich Shorokhov, member of the Union of Writers of Russia,
Editor-in-chief of the magazine “Politruk”

From April 27 to May 3, at the initiative of the head of the Republic of Crimea Sergey Valerievich
Aksyonov, members of the “Wind of Victory” Club of the author's military song (a public
organization at the Victory Museum on Poklonnaya Hill) crossed the peninsula in a large-
scale patriotic tour dedicated to the 80" anniversary of the Victory of our people in the Great
Patriotic War. As part of the tour, concerts and meetings with veterans, youth and officials
of the Republic were held.

'
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The club’s traveling team, besides its
founder and permanent leader, re-
tired colonel of the Russian Foreign
Intelligence Service Anatoly Grigo-
rievich Pshenichny, included famous
singing songwriters, poets and art-
ists: Dmitry Yurkov, Anna Averina,
Sergey Dorofeev, Aleksey Shorok-
hov, Vera Klimkovich and Vladimir
Golobokov (administrative director).

Over the course of a week, club
members held more than ten concert
events, performing for guests and
residents of the Crimean Peninsula in
Alupka, Simferopol, Foros, Yalta, the
villages of Chistenkoye and Shchebe-
tovka, in a military sanatorium, and in
the Tavrida art cluster in Sudak. The
concert programs included not only
original songs, but also well-known
and beloved compositions dedicated
to the heroism of Soviet and Russian
soldiers, the anniversary of the Great
Victory, and the liberation of Crimea.

The audience consisted of residents
of resort towns as well as small vil-
lages situated far from Crimea’s tour-
ist routes, veterans and volunteers of
the SVO, employees and students of

e i
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the Crimean Republican Institute of
Postgraduate Pedagogical Education
(KRIPPO), gifted children of the South
of Russia. After the concert in the
Cultural Center “Chistenkoye”, the
club members, together with the au-
dience, laid flowers at the Memorial
to the Fallen Soldiers. And at the end
of the concert, which took place on
Yalta’s promenade on May 1, a meet-
ing was held with representatives of
the city administration, who thanked
“Wind of Victory” for its contribution
to the patriotic education of Crimea’s
residents and handed over a note
of thanks from the head of the RC,
S.V. Aksyonov. A written gratitude
to the Club for its highly artistic pa-
triotic work in the Republic was also
received from the Deputy Chairman
of the Council of Ministers of the RC,
M.A. Nazarov, deputies of the State
Council and leaders of KRIPPO.

We have no doubt that this tour
is only a beginning of a long and
bright journey for the club members
through the liberated territories of
Russia, and soon the “Wind of Vic-
tory” will blow over all the land of No-
vorossiya. %

wind of victory

At the end of 2024, the Crimean authorities
announced a creative contest for the best
version of a new national anthem of the

Republic. The contest’s committee received
more than 50 applications,a small part of
which passed the competitive selection.

Among them was a poetic version of a new
anthem written by the founder of “Wind

of Victory”, poet, secretary of the Union
of Writers of Russia Anatoly Pshenichny.
We would like to present it to you.

LONG LIVE CRIMEA!
Long live our Crimea —
big and free,

Where a man lives
with the sun and the sea!

By the providence of God
and the will of people,

It has returned forever
to the Russian haven!

Chorus:

We will preserve forever
Our native lands!
The Republic of Crimea
Is my Russia!

We honour our ancestors
With a bow —

May their names be kept
In memory forever!

Enemies threatened a thousand
Times to capture them,

But they all broke their
Teeth on the Crimean granite!

Chorus.

Here the bunches
Are filled with sunlight,

And living water
Is splashing on the rocks!

Let good guests come
To us filled up with joy —

We will always be glad to see them,
As if they were our family!

Chorus.
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Wind of Victory

Anatoly Pshenichny
Work on mistakes

This is not a tricky question for us —

Sons are responsible for their fathers.

We managed to correct the error —
“Crimea” is being written

with Russian letter“bl” again!

Low curses hit us in the back,

Like stones from enemies’ hands.

[n @ moment, the brothers sworn

Have suddenly became disowned!

It is not for you for whom we pity,

You, who obey the cunning will of foreign leaders,
But for your beautiful Ukrainian girls,

For the trustworthy Donetsk guys,

For the medal presented to my grandfather
By his commander near Kyiv in the forties,
For our longed-for common Victory,

And for our Saints, devoted and firm!

And today, Viy himself would start trembling
While looking how they crawl through the roots —
The unshaven mugs of werewolves

Who, in the guise of leaders,

try to come into the light of day.

And puffing thick smoke over Europe,

They squeal: “Let's burn Russia in a storm!”...
“Hasn't it died yet?”

Come onand try i,

Threaten us with your harmless scythel..

We did not create an idol for ourselves,
When, standing by the table at full height,
We raised our glasses to the commander —
With a proper toast, not with a false one!
And even if today we live not very well

In @ world full of wild lies and accuses,

But we have managed to correct the error —
“Crimea” is being written

G« n

with Russian lettersl” again!
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We can do it too!

The coals smolder under the ashes —
They're saving dates.

Under the parched, greyish earth

The soldiers stay.

To alien roots and the native ones

Their ears are pressed down,

They're keeping silent and stay calm,

All the rumors are brushed aside.

And rumors blow like a whistle

In a deep anti-tank ditch...

“A fascist is still a fascist in Africa...”

And what about here, right next door?

And here — almost a century has passed —
The wolves started to howl,

And all at once they rushed into the raid,
Whipping Ukrainian souls!

Europe is full of complexes of a sick —

It's funny and creepy!

There, every Filhrer among them

Is nothing but a “lame duck”!

They have forgotten, while growing revenge
In those thin and narrow little boxes,

How their ancestors had shaken their “butts”
While crawling away from the Russians.
...The coals don'’t die under the ashes,

The dates warm them up...

And here, above the trembling earth,

The soldiers rise!

They rise, albeit in a different form,

But so similar it looks!

They repeat through clenched teeth one thing:

— We can do it too!

Shoulder to shoulder, that's how they walk,
Both these and those.

They have a common route again —
Straight to the Victory!

Aleksey Shorokhov

Swing

A baby flies once more into the sky.

Silence wins the regiment on earth.

No houses are destroyed by shells and mines,
No wires in the darkness are going off -

Only silence, and the baby, and the spring...
Why then are your nights without sleep?

Why, when covering the roadblock, in a burst,
He, not you, rose quickly to his feet?

And now his young mother’s wept to sleep.
She will be remembering through her life:
Through the years, shootings,

blizzards stretching hands

To push, just once again, an empty swing...

Missing in action

I'm sleeping... and it looks like
Our good old home is on fire.

| see my dead comrades.

I'm happy, but | don’t understand:

— Brothers, have you returned from captivity?
..They hesitate, with their eyes down.

A scary black sack made of polyethylene

Is lying half-open on the ground...

They spent only few hours in a fight,
Had no chance to stand in the lineup.
There they stay, missing in action,
Where the shell tore them apart.

They quietly enter at night,

Amidst the indifference and lies.

They ask me parting their sleepless lips:
— Tell us a word about the Victory...
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Ekaterina Nazarenko
Donbass is on fire

My native Donbass has been on fire
For 10 years, without a stop.

And children’s tears glow in the dark,
And the Grad hits again.

Adult eyes look into the distance,

And a silent question arises in them.

You can go out to the yard for half an hour.
| don't give any forecasts for tomorrow.

An old woman sits sadly by the window
Remembering the year forty-first,

Alittle girl that she used to be.

She prays for her son and waits for the Victory.

To forget it all for a moment and fall asleep,
To see a town of scarlet roses in a dream.
And just to turn this terrible page over,

So that the peaceful sun could shine.

And our people believe and hope

That so much desired peace will come soon,
Our righteous campaign will end,

And grief will go away from Donbass.

And the mining region will be flourishing again,
And children’s laughter will be heard here.
Dear Donbass, don't give up your positions!
Together with Russia — success lies ahead!

Russia is my love

How can | describe my love to you, my Russia?
It is rather in the deeds, not in the words,

Like a stormy river, an untamable element

In my rebellious soul and mischievous eyes.

You have no borders, nowhere, my Russia.
And all peoples live here in a harmony.

And our deeds and thoughts form a synergy
That leads us together to prosperity.

On distant frontiers you are with me, my Russia.
In my dreams | dream of poplars and blue lakes,
Smiles of loved ones and nostalgia for home,
Where everyone is a master of their own life.

With you, my Russia, for goodness and truth until the end,

And we will rush forward like a bird-like troika.
And hot hearts will beat in unison,
We will stand together and strengthen our faith.

My Russia, how proud | am of you!
And there is no doubt, you are invincible!

We are connected with you by a common destiny.

May you be forever protected by heaven!
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wind of victory

Dmitry Yurkov
A strong man seeks God

The alarm is wide,

And sins are like armors.
And the drunken eyes

Don't call to a “doc”.

A strong man seeks God,

A weak man seeks the guilty,
A cloud seeks hope,

And music, a light...

Service

Printing refrains with rods,

Time turns over dates.

We are not mere prompters of the stage,
We are its actors, sailors and soldiers.
Behind the shine of dawn,
Envy, like a piranha,

Gnaws at the conscience,
Nurturing all the sins.

A strong man seeks light,

A weak man seeks a handout,
A wise man writes a story,

A suffering one writes poems!

Autumn now silently applauds

Those for whom it will always be the first one.
Generals rarely show off on the stage —
Privates are much closer to acting on it.

Those who wait for the signal in half a step,
Those who knew oblivion before the takeoff,
But they have never broken their oaths,

What is uo there. Mom? Even at one step from the scaffold.
at is up there, Mom?

Is it cold on the way

Along which you have left
Through smoke to the sky?

A strong man is near the Temple,
A weak man is near a cash desk,
A beggar asks for bread,

A wounded man asks for a drink.

They fall, get up and take off again.

For them, their pain is both Muse and Joy...
For us to inflame them with half a word,

It should warm us up with half a sight.

We should act so that after each scene
A thirst would appear for a new play.
We are not mere prompters of the stage,

The alarm is deep, We are its never fading Candles.

But the prayer is bright,
And the iconostasis of tears
Bleeds like a vein.

A strong man finds the road,
And everyone finds a gate,
And beyond it, the time
Which sobers all of us up...
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intelligence officers smile
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The foreigner strongly criticized the actions of the authorities,

and to be more precise, he swore at them like a sailor.

il

Vladimir Mochalov

Selected moments of
operational correspondence

The unpopular steps of the EU leadership in the field of
economics have left the Europeans a sharp and bitter
taste of arbitrariness.

The subject likes to move in circles, especially diplomatic
circles, close to foreign circles.

The event at the embassy went as clean as dry, notwith-
standing certain hitches.

As always, "A" spent his annual summer vacation in the
autumn.

B" is financially straitened, lives in an old small stone
house of the "barn" type.
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The language barrier does not serve as an obstacle to
developing contact with a foreigner, conversations with
him are conducted on an intuitive level.

The source is very fond of reading, although there was
a two-year break in his biography when he read mostly
statutes.

With tears in his eyes, "S" described his need in vivid
colors. Taking off his shoes, he showed that the sole was
worn through and his foot was wet, and that he had no
money for repairs. | assured the foreigner that we would
help him, but | did not tell him the exact scope of our as-
sistance.

NO 2 (11) June 2025

Drawing by

In the next
iIssue:

Viktor Sadovnichiy, Rector of Lomonosov
Moscow State University:

“A strong university is the key to Russia's
independence and security”

Intelligence service in the Great Patriotic War:
Part 3: From the front to intelligence

Special-purpose intelligence officer
To the 100" anniversary of the
birth of Y.I. Drozdov

To the 80" anniversary
of the defeat of militaristic Japan
Declassified archives of the SVR of Russia



b

%@
b

SVr.gov.ru



